ul eat.
e expressed=apprec1a-—
havmg ‘been, asked to
ser\nce 1for hIS

oader field ‘of service in the' d—
u éﬁt;onal world had he lived—
even"though he WOuId doubtless

have’ preferred to remain ‘at his.
beloved Jenkinsville. '

The' ceremonies were opened
with the Scripture reading and
Jinvocation, by the .Rev. B.'F.
Loyd, pastor of Little River Bap-
tist church. “America” was sung
by the first, second, 'third and
fourth’ gradc;s ‘and the assembly.
Walter B. 'Graham, director of
music  in the Falrﬁeld countyI
schools, sang two @ sdlos, “My |
Task” and in concluswn “The
Lord's Prayer.” The Jenkinsville
student body sang the Alma Ma-
‘ter and the Rev. Arthur M. Mar- l
tin of Sion Presbyterian church,
, Winnsboro. offered a prayer. |

1‘ Ruth Lecile Cushman and
. Palmer E. Powell, Jr., pulled the
'strmgb which unveiled the strik-
'ing stone slab, fashioned from
'native Fairfield granite. Thereon:
was engraved the following in-
scrlptmn {
In loving Memory of

- W. L, Drummond, 1892- 1953
i The ‘beloved supermtendent of
Jenkinsville public schools for
24 years, 1929-1953. Modest, Un-
assuming Honest, -Skillful, Loyal
Patient, ' Kind, Sympathetxc and
Courageous A Constant Source
of Strength in the Community
— His Humor. Always Pleasing,
His Judgment Always Sound —-
His Influence Increased With the
Years, Earning Him the Respect
and Confidence of All His Fellow
Men. - - ; :
"Erected by Students, Former
| Students and Friends as a
" Token of Their Regard
I and Affection
| May 1953
l In front of the memorial are lo-
cated three gramte seats, one in-
scribed “Love,” another “Chil-
drens Friend, % ‘the third “Loy-
alty.”



Settlers Found Going Hard

Early Gravestone

| ‘L'y'les Family Marker

BY FAYE JOHNSON

On a grassy knoll sloping
upward from the Broad River
in western Fairfield County is
the final resting place of
some of the county’s earliest
settlers, mostly members of
the Lyles family. A more
pleasant spot would be hard
to find, and a visitor to the
remote location might be lull-
ed by the wind singing

through the branches of the

huge hardwoods into stepping
backward into time. The only
reminder of more modern

times to be seen from the old -

Lyles’ burial ground is the
railroad track just barely
visible from the knoll. N
One warm day earlier this
spring a party of four, chauf-
fered and guided by Ray
Blair, spent a long pleasant
morning partially re-tracking
the footsteps of those early
settlers. We first visited the
knoll, ' where twentieth cen-
tury Lyleses have erected a
marker in the memory of
Aromanus Lyles, born in
1748, the first white child
born in Fairfield County.
Aromanus was the sixth
and youngest son of Ephraim
Lyles, one of two brothers
(John was the other) born in
Brunswick, . Va. With their

S e
Record Tree

families they had traveled to

North Carolina, then even-
tually settled at the mouth of
Beaver Creek on the Broad
about 1745. Earlier members
of the clan had immigrated
southward from
Pennsylvania, and with the
settling of Lyles Ford in
Fairfield, other families

~came from that state to build

their homes here.

It is thought that .John and
Ephraim = brought their
families bv boat down the
Broad River, stopping at the
rapids. Above the rapids is a
spot known as Lyles Ford,
where the easiest crossing of
the river is located. The In-
dians, here long before the
white man, also used this
fording place.

Ray Blair pointed out an
area under cultivation now,
where he said had been
earlier located Indian burial
mounds. Tractors, preparing
the land for crops, still turn
up pieces of clay pottery and
other artifacts. Among the
tribes inhabiting or hunting in
the area were the Cherokee
and the Catawba.

Life must have been hard
for those early settlers. Axes
wrested land from the
woodlands for crops; the




whatever could.ﬂbe‘
the ‘land.- Life.‘was hard, 11:

Inesseés came, _and - the
peaceful *knoll! clalmed ‘both
old and young )

" Indians : were an - ever-
present threat to these early
Fairfieldians. Ephraim Lyles
fell victim to the tomahawk -
the lvery weapon. now in’ the
possession of “one of his
descendants, Rebecca Valen-
tine Lyles Ellison (Mrs. 8.D.)
who- was -named ‘for
Aromanus Lyles “wife,
Ephraim left a large famlly

The Lyles’ clan. was ‘tough
and tenacious; it mot only
survived floods, droughts,
diseases  and - Indians, but
some of its members then
_and now are listed among the
county’s -most-  infltential
citizens. Aromanus served as
a captain during the Revolu-
tionary War and was later a
member of the South
Carolina Legislature.

Early Fort Offered

Settlers Protection

“FORT, WAGNER

Hans Wagner: (Waggoner)
came {0, “Fairfield' " County
between': the ‘years - 1758 ‘and
1760. His family ‘at that time
consisted of himself' and a
number of daughters. He im-
migrated: to South Carolina .
from the banks of the Yadkin'
River in North Carolina for,
the better security of “his
family of daughters. Soon
after his arrival he was in-,

volved in the troubles -and::

war with the Cherokee In-
dians. Hans Wagner and his:
family of girls settled near
Reedy Branch. Past ‘the
meridian - of life, he was so0

solicitous of their welfare’

that he constructed a strong
fort -of white oak logs, hewn
twelve inches square, for
their protection, and when
there was danger from the
Indians the neighbors would
gather at this neighborhood
blockhouse to defend
themselves with Hans

Wagner and his girls. The:
had settled - on,

Mobleys
Poplar Ridge, on_the east
side of Beaver Creek Tradi-
tion says that Hans ‘Wagner
furnished two bales of that
historic shipment of six bales
of cotton to. England, when
the authorities questloned
whether the colonies could
‘produce that much.

‘ha ‘ ong’ ‘them the
cefeter: ‘and the site of-.a

Iy 19005) has also ‘been eras-
ed,:‘with, the  only reminder
thefgra[nte and stone, founda-
tions of.an old store. .
Gradually -the Blair com-
‘mumty, -named - after ‘the
Blair:family; evolved, with its
small’ nucleus also 'located
near ‘the banks of the Broad
River.: Farming, . of both
woudlands -and- crops, re-
mains; “the “main .industry;
however, . the stone which lies
under _.much - of Fairfield,
County gave ‘birth to the first
quarry in' the county, now
operated by a branch of Lone
Star Industries, Blair Crush-
ed Stone. Of late, the deep

.Hans Wagner was married
five times, 'the name of his
first wife unknown; the sec-
ond was a Mrs. Fair, then
Marie DeLashmette, Eliza-
beth Johnston, and Margaret
(last name unknown). Child-
ren by his first wife were
George and Isaac, and by his
second wife, John, Suka, and
a daughter who married
George Hill. Hans Wagner
died prior to 1780. ..

The old: Hans- Wagner
graveyard is;.a;-few. hundred

;feﬁ '\ 11OP west of "Beaver

‘Creek” 1£15 about a hunred

yards ‘from the junctnog, of.

Reedy Branch -and Beaver
Creek, at which’point Hans
‘Wagner built Fort Waggoner
about: 1760. He was known as

a “miller” and just above his
home was a dam across the
creek, .thé remains of which
were very clear in 1959. The
graveyard . is in- what' was
once. a field, very level, and
on which remains of two
houses showclearly, one with
two chimneys and..the other
with one - made . mostly of
stone. This plot, about. one
hundred feet in diameter,
contains ten or more graves
with stone markers only, and
on the ‘one said to be that of
Hans there:is the stump of an
old cedar tree.some:12 inches
in diameter. It is now on the

"Guarry ‘hasT beei " suﬁ“}’y"ln"é
crushect stone:hy" ‘the:. ton for
the constructnon of - SCE&G’

“Hew - nuclear plant’ on;,:.Frees
‘Creek. The ‘electric company
will build -2 ‘dam which will
create a large lake, addmg to
the sports” recreation’ in’ the
area, which already boasts of
‘deer, wxld turkey, fish and
small game, ]ust as it did in
1745.

Perhaps the most xmpor-
tant industry in western
Fairfield is pulpwood, and
Blair is recognized ‘as the
birthplace of this mdustry in
the state and .in South
Carolina. Blair also boasts an
asphalt plant.

There ~ have been many
changes around Lyles Ford
since the first settlers travel-
ed its waters, but chances
are Ephraim and John Lyles
would still-recognize it today,
for much of it remains in
woodlands and about it hangs
an air of peace and space
aplenty.

property of Miss Pinkey
Dickey and before: the Civil
War and during that war- it
was on lands - of * Andrew
Feaster, son of John | for
whom Feasterville was nam-
ed. Many so called records of
Hans Wagner state that he
was' buried” on the Santee
River. This was confusing un-
til it was discovered that
back at that time the name
Santee was applied to both
the Saluda and Broad Rivers
which form the Congaree
River at Columbia, and the
Congaree, which with “the
Wateree, forms the Saniee.
Monuments had to cqme
from Charleston over fofest
roads in those days so Hans
failed to get one regardlesk of
the fact that he was fa}rly
well off financially.

From Mills Atlas: “Fort
Waggoner was erected’” on
Beaver Creek, - six ‘miles
above its mouth and into: this
the poor scattered Tin-
habitants flocked and’ recglv-
ed its protection until the'énd
of the Cherokee War 3nd
their meat was obtained by
hunting, and their bread was
brought on pack mules f:;om
the Congaree.”

Monument erected
Highway ‘215 near’ Beawer
Creek reads:

. FORT WAGNER
" “Site - one mile " east,‘ at
junction of Beaver Creek ‘and
Reedy Branch. Built in 1760
by ‘Hans ‘Wagner as-a refuge
from the Cherokee Indians:"
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Numerous changes are
coming to Blair, a peaceful
rural area in  westeril
Fairfield. This area, near the
Highway 34 bridge across the
placid Broad River, was
planted in cotton before 1925.
When King Cotton gave away
to pine trees in the 1930’s, the
area lost population, but has
remained home for numerous
Blairs and Ragsdales, as well
as other old families.

R. M. Blair, long-time civic
leader, was the guide
recently for a tour of the
area named after his an-
cestors. Blair, owner and
operator of the large general
store bearing his name, he
has been a dealer for Cham-
pion Paper Company for
nearly 40 years and knows
the area well.

The Satterfield Construc-
tion Company’s new asphalt
plant was pointed out by Mr.
Blair as one of the changes.
The Greenwood firm,
highway contractors and
builders of municipal utility
systems, has constructed the
plant, which went into opera-
tion last week. Six full-time
employees - are engaged in
making asphalt, and addi-
tional employees are engaged
in hauling. The company
visualizes that this operation
could be a permanent in-
stallation according to Burris
Satterfield, president. Stone
from the Blair Crushed Stone
plant is used in making
asphalt, and was a prime
reason for locating the plant
in this area.

The Blair Crushed Stone|

plant, owned by Lone Star
Industries, is presently in-
stalling a new  $500,000
crusher which is expected to
go into operation this month.
The new crusher covers an
area larger than a football
field, and takes ton-size rocks
and reduces them to fine
screenings by means of three
separate crushing operations.
An additional 10 to 12
employees will be added to
the 40-man work force, ac-
cording to William Ringer,
manager.

The large quarry is called
“mile deep hole” according,
to Blair, who says that the
name cannot be - taken:
literally. It covers many
acres. Large trucks capable
of hauling many tons of rocks
to the present large crusher,
were traversing the winding
road into the quarry on the
day of our visit. Custom in

Blair Community

the past dictated the driver
use the left-hand side of the
road, but custom has given
away to change and the right-
hand land was used most of
the time although Blair
carefully observed the trucks
coming toward us. In the
winter it is necessary for
truck drivers to be alert for
rock falls, as the alternate
freezing and warming of
water in the rock calls large
boulders to break off the rock
face.

Ton size rocks are dumped
into the jaw crusher, and car-
ried by conveyer belts to the
top of a tower where addi-
tional crushing takes place.
There is a total of three
crushing operations, and the
end result is small rocks out
of large rocks. The Virgil
Summer Nuclear plant
on nearby Frees Creek is ex-
pected to take from 700,000 to
1,000,000 tons of ecrushed
stone, and the Blair quarry is
busy supplying this demand.

Granite underlies much of
Fairfield County, and there is
sufficient supply in the area
of the Blair plant to last for

the forseeable future. This!

quarry was the first in
Fairfield, and Blair tells of
the time years ago when a
carload of dynamite was used
for one blast. “Mr. John
Cathcart and other
businessmen came out from
Winnsboro: to see the charge
go off,” he says. :

PULPWOOD INDUSTRY

Another scene of activity in
the area is the Champien
International Corporation ’s
woodyard, where pulpwood
trucks bring in pine and
hardwood to be weighed. The
wood is then transferred by
crane to rail cars for ship-
ment to Champion’s Canton,
N. C. paper plant. A large
amount of hardwood is used
in the paper making, and a
superior grade of paper
results.

John Ragsdale, manager,
told us that 90 per cent of
the wood coming into Blair
comes from privately owned
land, and that much of the
wood in the yard at this time
was harvested in Newberry
County as a result of the
devastating tornadoes last
year. Fairfield usually pro-
duces the bulk of the
pulpwood coming into the
yard. More than 60 men are
involved in the production
and shipping of pulpwood
from this yard.
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‘have a lake in the

the distinction of being the §
Fairfield’s £

birthplace  of
pulpwood industry, now one
of the mainstays of the coun
ty’s economy and probably
was the birthplace of the in-

dustry in South Carolina. The §

Blair-Frazier Company
started by the late L. M. Blair
and the late J. B. Frazier Jr.
first shipped cordwood by rai
to surrounding mill towns

where it was used as fuel for

mill houses in 1912.
Later the Frazier Pulpwood

Company, started by J. B.|

Frazier, Jr. and now owned
by a son, Marion Frazer
began shipping pulpwood
from Fairfield in 1929 to the
same Champion Paper Com
pany plant in Canton, N. C
where the pulpwood from the
Blair yard still goes.

In the first days of th

wood industry, according to

Blair, dead trees were cut for
pulpwood. Later the cutting
was done of live trees in the
summer, and they were left
to dry so the bark could be
removed more easily. Farm
hoes, straightened in a black-
smith shop, were used to
peel the trees, or draw
knives were used. The latter
were considered less effi-
cient. Marion Frazier tells us
that the Canton plant re-
quired the trees be very

clean, and that each log was
polished with jute bags after |

being peeled and before being
shipped. Frazier remembers
the first contract his father
received for unpeeled wood, a
contract with West Virginia
Paper Company in 1937.
RECREATION AREA

The Blair Community will
not-too-
distant future, says Blair.
The S. C. E. & G. dam at Parr
is to be raised, and water will
be ‘backed up 10 feet behind
the dam up to the area of the
old Lyles Ford ferry, three
miles north of Blair . Mr.
Blair expects to see a vaca-
tion-oriented development in
the area as a result of the
creation of the new lake.
“People come here from
distances for our excellent
catfish and game fish,”" he
says. The area slo has wild
turkeys and deer. Foxes,
which have been plentiful in
the past, have decreased due
to disease.

A new post office is plann-
ed for the community. Mrs.
Gordon Ragsdale is the
present postmistress, having
succeeded long - tlrfle_

present post office is located
on a side of the R. M. Blair,
Inc., general store. Bids for
the new building are to be let
June 18.

R. M. Blair, who operates
the large general store bear-
ing his name, joined his
father in business in 1822,
after his graduation from
Wofford College.. “I could
have gotten a job as a
teacher, which would have
paid $60 a month, but you
were not sure of being paid in
those days,” he says. His
father was a large cotton
planter, merchant, pulpwood
dealer, and owner of a cotton
gin.

*The junior R. M. Blair has
lived in the area all of his

‘life, and has been a long-time

county leader. He was a
member of the first Board of
Directors for both the
Fairfield County Chamber of
Commerce and the Fairfield
Country Club. He was
chairman of the A.S.C.S. office
in Fairfield for 20 years, and
was one of the founders of
the soil conservation office

‘here. He was a director of

the Welfare Board for 10
years, and has been an elder
in the Salem Presbyterian
Church for 30 years.

Blair showed his visitors
the many changes he has
seen in nearly three quarters
of a century, and says that
changes are now  ac-

Blair Merchant




Blackstock School Coming Down

By Faye Johnson
374

Eighteen years have passed since
the sound of children’s footsteps
were heard treading the halls of
Blackstock Elementary School, and
twenty-six since high school studen-
ts attended classes there.

But if one listens closely on a
quiet fall day, whispers of those
earlier, busy years still linger in the
air.

Not for long, however; the two-
story school building is being torn
down, closing out an era for those
who attended it from 1923 until the
door closed for good in 1963. A vic-
tim of old age, the building's roof
collapsed recently, making it a
safety hazard for anyone who might
enter. -

Blackstock School, the gym and
another building, are owned by
Young Farmer's Organization of
Blackstock, and the group meets
now in the old gym. Only the school
building itself is being taken down.

Robert Shannon, who lives just
across the street from the school,
remembers when it was built. On
Monday he sat on his front porch
and reminisced about those earlier
days, when the Georgia red brick
used for the building cost just over
eight dollars a thousand. The roof,
he recalled always presented a

problem.

Before the 1922-23 building was.

finished, Blackstock children atten-
ded classes in a two-room, two-
teacher frame tschoolhouse. Each
teacher was in charge of five grades.
Then several small school districts
were consolidated and a large
facility was needed. Blackstock
School sits just a few yards from the
Fairfield-Chester line, and Fairfield
picked up the cost for the building
and Chester helped with other ex-
penses, and children from both
counties were enrolled there.
+ Tor a number of years, children
from the White Oak area attended
the school. Ivor Patrick Stephenson
and her twin sister, Hannah
Phillips, rode the bus from White
Oak to Blackstock for five years
before transferring to Mount Zion
in Winnsboro for the sixth grade.
Ivor recalls that in her first grade
class 50 percent of the students were
twins, as she and Hannah and
another set of twins made up half
the class of eight, taught by Miss
Sue White Mills, “the best teacher

in the world”. Miss Mills taught
both the first and second grades,
and Ivor says while the teacher
worked with the second grade, the
first graders played in a sandpile in
a corner of the big classroom.

“I enjoyed my five years there,”

‘Ivor says now, “and I thought my

life had changed when we came to
Mount Zion". '

At the time the Patrick children
attended Blackstock School, there
were perhaps 25 to 30 children from
White Oak enrolled there, and the
principal was B.R. Geddings, known
as “Professor” Geddings.

Miss Kathleen Lemmon remem-
bers even further back at Blackstock
School, where she taught in the high
school for two years. Miss Lemmon
says she was forever getting up
plays to raise money for indoor
plumbing! Mr. Shannon says the
school was built without electricity,
which came to Blackstock in the late
'thirties, and without plumbing
facilities.

Another person who remembers
the haleyon years at Blackstock
School is Mrs. Kitty Shannon, whose
hushand, Edward M. Shannon, was
superintendent there from 1947 un-
til the school was closed. Two of the
Shannon’s children graduated at
Blackstock and the third at Chester
High School.

On Monday, Mrs. Shannon
displayed a scrapbook with names of
those who attended school reunions.
Among the names were Banks,
McKeown, Beam, Weir, Knox, Mc-
Carley, Campbell, Traylor, Sanders,
Montgomery, Bigham, Shirley,
Mills, McDonald, Bankhead, Shan-
non, DeHart, Cassels, Brice,
Durham, Lewis, Jeter, Cornwell,
Hall and Kennedy - a virtual roll
call of the inhabitants of that sec-
tion of Fairfield County.

The list included two former
sheriffs of Fairfield County - Leroy
Montgomery and Fred Robinson - a
deputy sheriff, Jimmy McDonald,
and a pianist with the Syracuse,
N.Y., symphony orchestra, Mary
Shannon Boyd.

The reunion records included one
person who graduated from the old
two-room school, Kenneth Kennedy
of the Class of 1916. Edward Shan-
non, Blackstock School’s last
superintendent, was also an alum-
nus of the earlier school.
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White Uak

Reprinted from The
Fairfield News and Herald,
September 16, 1891.-
'Editor.

A THRIVING COMMUNITY
The Village of White Oak...
Eight miles north of the

county seat, on the C.C.&
A.R.R. is the thriving village
of Wite Qak, and thither the
reporter made his way on
Friday last to see what was
being done by its pushing and
enterprising citizens. It was
not his first visit, having been
there on the last day of the
year, 1890, and on his way
there the rememberance of
that day came across his
mind, and the dinner served
on that occasion was not
forgotten...

The advantages of White
Oak as a business centre seem
to have been first discovered
by Mr. T.G. Patrick, who
commenced business there
about 1876. He started in
business there, and has by
close attention, industry and
business skill built up pro-
bably the largest business in
the county. His trade extends
for miles in every direction,
and his store and warehouses
are full at all times. with
almost any kind of goods a
person can call.

Messrs. J.J. Mc Dowell &
Co. also have a store at this
point, and while they are a
younger firm, and have not
been established many years,
yet they are doing a good
business. .

White Oak has one white
church(A.R.P.), and one black
church (Baptist), and a fine
school. But the principal point
of attraction, and one in which
every citizen of White Oak
and the neighborhood feels a
deep interest is the White
Qak Cannery. The cannery
may be called the pioneer
cannery of this section and
deserves all credit for blazing
the way into a new and

untried field of labor, as far as
our people are concerned. Its
conception was a novel one,
and seems to have been the
result ~ of simultaneous
thinking. One gentleman met
another in the store of MeDo-
well & Co. and said he had
been thinking about the mat-
ter, the second gentleman
said likewise, they spoke to a
third and fourth man, and
much to their surprise found
they had all been thinking
along the same line. It was
there suggested that the mat-
ter be brought up at the next
meeting and without a dis-
senting voice they resolved to
start a canning factory...in
1890 they started the White
Qak Canning Factory, with a
subscribed capital of $1,000.

...[Fortunately the day of
our visit was a working day,
and owing to the bad weather
we were not expected, so we
saw it in its every day clothes
(the way every man ought to
see his best girl). The mac-
hinery and impliments are the
same as those in use by the
Clifton Factory, all the
cooking and exhausting done
by steam. The
Superintendent , Mr. Johnston
was on hand, and though very
attentive in showing the re-
porter through the establish-
ment, yet we notlced he did
not for one minute neglect his
business...This day tomatoes
and okra were the only vege-
tables being canned, though
they have put up other, and
also apples, peaches and
grapes.

The reporter has visited the
markets of different large
cities in the United States...
and from what he has seen at
Clifton and White Oak has
come to the conclusion that:
the “red hills” of Fairfield
must be the natural home of
the tomato...the tomatoes we |
saw at White Oak were fully:
ripe but sound ‘and firm-no

sign of decay or over
ripeness ..We noticed with
what care the tomatoes were
prepared for canning.

...Another feature that
ought and will add to (where
it is known) the value of their
goods is that they pack their
tomatoes whole, or as nearly
s0, as the opening in thecans
will permit.

There is no water used
except for the purpose of
keeping things clean...cleani-
ness is the order of the day.

...This cannery averages
1,300 cans a day. Working two
days in the week they employ
sixteen hands, and their daily
pay roll is about ten dollars.
The amount of money paid for
fruit and vegetables vary,
fruit being higher than vege-
tables, but tomatoes at 20
cents per bushel...pay very
handsomely...

On our way to White Oak
we were impressed with the
condition of the road from the
four mile post northward
about a mile and a half. We
understand this road is kept
in order by Mr. Sam'l Cath-
cart, and we think every road
overseer in the county ought
to visit that section and see
“how” to work a road...

Mr. M.W. Peurifoy, of
Saluda, who has been elected
principal of the Greenbrier
High School, was in town on
Friday. He comes to Fairfield
highly recommended as a
teacher, and the school will
doubtless flourish under the
management. 1899

Irium is being built at

Ray Brooks

White Oak People
Perturbed Over
‘Tennessee Storng

Homes of Kinfolk
E ayetteville Damaged.

Telephones rang constantly in
the White Oak community when
the news came that Fayetteville,
Tennessee, county seat of Lin-
coln county, had suffered a se-
vere storm last Friday afternoon
Lat 4:30. /95 Zant

Nearly every family at Wi’ute
Oak has relatives in Fayetfm
ville. Dr. Lex Patrick, the prom-
inent surgeon of that section, is
a brother of-Miss: Janette “Pat-
rick, J. H,, Paul and R. E. Pat-
uck and of Mrs. Irene Wren and
Mrs. Agnes Wylie. | |

Christopher Patrick is a son of
J. H. Patrick, and Mrs. John V.|
Matthews s the former Helen,
Patrick, daughter of Mr. and |
Mrs. Matthew W. Patrick, who
also have two nieces there, Mrs.
Ernest Rees, the former Jane
Matthews, and Miss Caroline
Kennedy of Sarasota, Fla., a nurse
at the Fayetteville hospital.

1 The home of Mr. and Mrs.
John V. Matthews was badly
|damaged by the storm which de-
stroyed much of the Prosperous

city of 7,000.

Greenbrier

Sehool. The work on this  build-
ing was begun Dec. 19, 1940, and
completed Sept., 1941, There 4re
two (add1t1ona1) units now in pro-
cess of construction. An audito-
one end of
the main unit, and a gymnasium

is being, bu;lt aty, the other end.

Plans’ eally for the “gompletion or
all units by Cearly fall of 1942.
All units are being “constructed by
WPA labor.,

The trustees’ of the &chool are:
Lester B. Robinson, W. M. Estes,
J.'T. McLeod is super-
to ‘by:Otis Brown)

The New Greenbrier School House






te: The' following
article’ :“appeared In the
Chester’s "News and
Reporter’s Progress Edition
in April.) 5/5/ 777
By Catherine Irwin
as told by the late
Dr. 8. B. Latham

Many years ago Ned
Blackstock, an Irishman, set
sail from his native land and
after a voyage of three
months - then considered
very rapid - landed at the
United States and found his
way to the present site of
Blackstock. = Blackstock
established a post office at
his home, and he bacame
postmaster. At that time the
mail was carried by stage
coaches. As the stagecoach
paused in front of his home,
the master of ‘the house
dumped out all the mail, took
out those letters addressed to
him and put the rest back in-
to the bag, together with let-
ters 'he wished to be
delivered. The postage for
one letter was fifty cents.

In a few years Ned
Backstock died. The postof-
fice was then moved to a red
Kouse approximately one-half
mile north of the present site
of Blackstock. A man named
John Strong became
postmaster. The postoffice
remained there until his
death and was then moved to
the home of a Mrs. Bell. At
that time Frank De
Bardeladen ran a store and a
house of entertainment. After
his death the place was
bought by Mrs. Bell and still
continues in the family.

. In 1851 the railroad was
built and a depot established.
The postoffice was moved to
the present site of Blackstock
and T. M. Boulware became
postmaster. The mail was
now transferred from buses
to the railroad. Up to this
time all the land near
Blackstock had been owned
by Jerry Walker, who sold a
large portion of it to David
Hemphill.’ It was he who
donated the land to the
railroad for a depot to be
built, :

“In the immediate
neighborhood - of Blackstock

there lived one Alexandér

Skelly, a school . teachet,
surveyor, Captain of  the
Militia Company — one of the
outstanding citizens in many
ways. One of Captain Skelly’s
past times was writing poetry
— of all ‘types and on all su-
bjects.

e

'Among one of his queerest
notions he conceived the idea
of inventing’ a machine with
perpetual rgotwn For, two
long years Skelly worked on
it unceasingly. Then at‘last
his dream seemed about: to
be realized. He' felt that he
.was _on the verge ofco-
mpleting the only machine
with perpetual motion.. One
day he invited all of "his
friends and acquaintances in
to ‘witness his machine. 'in
operation. When everyone
had ‘collected, Skelly ‘pulled
the lever — the 'machin‘{{ran
— a few minutes — the band
broke —- and that was the end
of “Skelly’s Folly’.

Skelly’s next exploit oc-
curred in 1883. At this time
there was great talk of Negro
uprisings and nullification.
_Skelly with his militia stood
guard every night to be ready
for trouble.. One night the
company was on duty, sta-
tioned near the present Bap-
tist Church of Blackstock.
For a long time they stood
there, not hearing a word.
Suddenly they heard a great
commotion in the near-by
woods, shouting and crying.
The company moved forward
stealthily, prepared to fire,
and upon arriving in an open
space saw the cause of the
excitement — a ’possum in
the top of a tree, a dog, and
two or three men. Naturally
the company was very em-
barrassed and felt that they
should do something to save
themselves from being the
Jaughing stock of the cou-
ntryside. Again the company
was called to order. Each
man promised that as long as
two mempers of the company
were living in Chester County
he would never disclose the

happenings of that night. And
these promises were kept.
Many years afterward only
one member of the militia
company was living in the
county, an old Irishman. It
was he who finally disclosed
the secret.

A few years after this inci-
dent, Skelly moved to Indiana
and was soon lost track of
completely. )

After the railroad was
built, Blackstock began to be
built up. T.M. Boulware built
the first house which was
later burned by Sherman.
The first store was operated
by Dr. DaVega, who ran it
for two years. His clerks
were David Fant and Henry
Pratt, who later bought the

store. Until the War Between
the States.they ran a dry
goods ~ and- grocery store
and had a flourishing busi-
ness. Several other stores
soon sprang up. A large
academy was located near
Blackstock and received
pupils from all over the state.
It lasted until the war. One
April thirty-four young men
departed to enlist in -the
Army. The school
degenerated and was never
revived. Thus was the end of
what has -been known as
“first Blackstock,” for
Sherman soon invaded the
neighborhood, leaving only
destruction in his pathway.
After the war “Second
Blackstock” was begun. Alec
and William Rosborough

opened - a store. Other
buildings sprang up.
Churches — Methodist,

Presbyterian, and Baptist —
were built. Since that time
the town has grown some and
is now almost equally divided
between -Chester and
Fairfield counties; the
magistrates have jurisdiction
in both Counties.

herald bicentennial issue,
may 6 life.in a small town cm

(Editor’s Note:The follow-’

ing -article on life in a small
South Carolina town some 50-
60 years ago appeared first in

the: Columbia Record. It was

written by John A.
Mdntgomery.)

Electricity and technology
have  worked so many
wonders that it is hard for
the present generation to im-
agine a world without them.
So let's go back just 50 years
and see what life was like
then in a small
Carolina-town. .

THE ONLY THING elec-
trical in the house was a
telephone on the wall in the
hall. It was hand-cranked to
call “‘central.” A few affluent
homes had Delco systems for
electric lights, but they were
not bright enough for reading
unless ‘the gasoline engine
generator was running. There
were, of course, no radios,
televisions or electrical ap-
pliances. Houses were clean-
ed with brooms and mops,
and the best-kept yards were
swept clean and free of
grass.

Some houses had gas lights,
and changing the carbide was
the messiest job in the
‘neighborhood. Oil lamps were
standard. The glass chimneys
had to be cleaned every day.

South’

‘but regulars

If you got close enough to one
to read, you suffered from its
heat. “Some families had
gasoline lights, which were
brighter, but the delicate
mantles were vulnerable to a
strong breeze or the slightest
shock, and keeping windows
and doors open was the only
way to cool the house. In
winter, all heat came from
open fireplaces. -

ONLY TWO homes in town
had running water. One
pumped water from an

"artesian well into a tank with

a gasoline engine, The other
had a windmill. Substitutes
for bathrooms were bedroom
chamber pots, an outhouse at
the back of the garden, a tin
tub for Saturday night Kit-
chen baths, a foot tub for
nightly .use during the
barefeot season, and a hand
pump over a sink on the back
porch. Water from the pump
was only for washing; drink-
"ing water had to be hauled in
buckets  from the artesian
well. :

No roads or. streets were
paved. Cars often became
stuck in the mud or sand, but
the sand came in handy for
frequent automobile fires. All
automobiles were touring
cars or roadsters. Curtains
with isinglass. windows were
attached when it rained. It
was wise to hire a mechanic
as a driver for a long trip of
15 miles or moré. Average
driving speed was 15 miles an
hour. Twenty miles an: hour
was fast, and only the young
daredevils drove 30. Cars had
to be hand-cranked, causing
many broken arms when they
kicked. In cold weather the
carburetors had to be thawed
with kettles of /hot -water.
Instead of filling stations
there were 50-gallon tanks of
gasoline and -oil at the
‘general stores.

THE" STANDARD -pay for
work was ten cents an hour,
in the mill
received a dollar a day, which:
was paid in pasteboard:
checks that were redeemable
at the company _ store.
Starting pay for' youngsters.
in the few jobs.available to
them was 75 cents a workday
that ran from 8:a.m:." to 8
p.m., with a_.free hour for
lunch. )

Football was a ganie for
colleges and - large * high
schools. The ‘small - town
equivalent was. . played. - in
back yards with tin cans for
balls. Baseball was the year-
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brief marble season in the
spring, Every crossroad had
a team, so there was no pro-
blem  scheduling games.
Basketball was a sport for
girls on clay courts on school
grounds. The playérs wore
black bloomers and white
middies.

An airplane was something
you saw at the county fair,
where two could buy a ride
for $5. When the first daring
couple took a flight in the
open cockpit of the biplane,
the wyoung swain quipped
that he was not afraid of
being hurt: he had his nurse
with him. Tanks, the military
marvels of World War I, also
were paraded at the fair, and
a Confederate veferan ex-
claimed, “If we'd had just
one of those machines, we
would have beaten those
Yankees!”

ALL FARMING was done
with horses, mules, plows,
hoes and human hands. The
only insecticide was paris
green. ‘“‘Irrigation” meant
open ditches to drain off
surplus water. During the
curing season tobacco barns
were - social centers where
the all-night temperature
watchers invited their fricnds
to chicken bogs, peanut boil-
ings and watermelon. cut-
tings.

Men bought their shaves in
barber shops, which stayed
open until 11 o'clock on
Saturday nights. The only lo-
tion for hair and face was
bay run. Women did not go
uptown on Saturday because
that was the day the drunks
came to town and there were
frequent fights and shootings.

“STREETCARS"” were
shoe boxes that were cut out
and decorated with colored
crepe paper, and lighted with
candles. Young people dragg-
ed them by strings and
paraded in groups around the
town, singing songs. The box-
‘es with crepe paper windows
were also used in wedding
decorations, and every nup-
tial ceremony was inter-
rupted by at least one fire
that brought ushers and
groomsmen on the run.

Trains played an important
part in entertainment. The
whole town turned out for the
morning and afternoon ar-
rivals. Children  built
elaborate make-believe track
systems out of wooden blocks
culled from construction pro-
jects. Every boy dreamed of
being a locomotive engineer.
Youngsters swung onto cars

COLLLIE e UpCll WLLIUU WD,
and get cinders i your hair,
eves, and down your back.

IN THOSE happy days of
no inside plumbing, no labor-
saving devices, no electric
current., when every
voungster had ground itch
and leg sores and worms, and
high living was spending a
nickel a week for candy or a
Coca-Cola, the new genera-
tion had no thought that only
five decades later such condi-
tions would be condemned as
unbearable poverty.

HAPPENINGS AT BLACKSTOCK.

...We are sorry to lose Mr. Danl. H.
Stevenson ‘and family from our town
town. They will move to your town and
take charge of the Winnsboro Hotel on
January 1st. What will be our loss will
be your gain. 72/ 3///8‘@

There will be considerable changing
of residences about the first of the
year. Dr. J.H. Allen will occupy the
house vacated by Mr. D.H. Stevenson,
Mr. T.B. McKeown will move to Mr.
Hicklin’s house, Mr. D.A. Deitz will
return to his own residence, the new
Board of County Commissioners having
elected Mr. Jones his successor as
superintendent at the poor House. Mr.
Thos. Walker has purchased the new
house belonging to Mr. A.B. Douglas
and will occupy it another year. Rev.
C.E. Wiggins, the pastor of the
Methodist Church at this place, will

live another year in the house be-
longing to Mrs. N.E. Faulkner. Rev.
R.P. Smith, pastor-elect of the Presby-
terian Church, has arrived with his
family and lives in the beautiful manse
lately built by the congregation. He
mon at Concord
His mstalla-
tion wﬂl take place the third Sabbath in
January at Concord Church.

Some of our young people have
returned home to spend the holidays
with relatives and friends viz: Arthur
Cornwell, from the South Carolina
University, Jones McCrorey from Fur-
man University, James and Davidson
Douglas from Davidson College, Fitz
Cornwell from Chester and Lenoir
R.R., Reuben McCrorey from Lancas-
ter, where he has a position as
telegraph operator. Mr. Fitz Banks,
from the Columbia Theological Semi-
nary, is spending the holidays with

Mr.W. Banks Thompson, his relation.

AT

Old Blackstock Gym

on sidings and made believe
they were hopping the
freight. The  height of
pleasure was to actually ride
on the train, smell the smoke

The old Blackstock school gym is now bemg used by the Young Farmers, a fifteen-
member group headed up by W. W. McKown. The Young Farmers have a shop in the
suilding for the members’ use, and also store equipment there, which may be rented
by the members. The gym is rented out on Saturdays for square dancing.



eaqU ff'villag;gg in'

> £am11y group --who moved |’
iilto the. area about 1870 from' the
ﬁgxll’tgks Creek section of, York
ooim the intervening years.

tiris tribe ' has - grown, prospered, !
d literally put the village on the-
uth Carohna map by e1r at-
tainments

I,’erhaps the. wisest of t!ns clan’

th respect to the past pFesent

id. future ‘of Whlté‘ Oak is'a re- |
lé'arkable gentieman named Kil-
~H, Patrick. It was at his
{file home, ' bea ully located  in
mldst of “m gmficent magﬂoha'
t}}ﬂt we stopped the -other
d}iy to ather facts and traditions
abiout thxs Patrick stronghoid m
er Pl

“Killough . Patrick, hale and ‘hear-
ty, althibugh ' He-carriés' the ' welgh't

f 700dd years, lives . ,bh - What ;

unts to: a:side street (at: \least
.references to US Highway
331 which-skitts the western: edges’
of the hamlet). We had- more
sense, " ‘ oweVer, - than to' suggest
sﬁch a thing to him.
“The: principal avenue in Wlnte
0&1} as far as the Patricks and1
‘.:.‘*cmzens ‘are concerned, is
eavily-shaded ' and peaceful |
ehich’ Teaves the highway |
on the - lower side, crosses the
sailroad, ang heads off in a north.
eSsteﬁy direction. .
Tlle post office is. located there-
on,’ but -of far greater significance

! ister who came to -the: commumty

is’ the fact ‘that before the travel--

er has' gone a half mile along this
street he has -passed the homes of
wight .separate 'and distinct ~Pat:

fick“famiiles. He has also passed |

the. néat, white Associate Reformed

Presbyterian church whichhad for

80 years$ has been a sacred shrme

{0 the Patricks and their connec-,

Hons.

cul‘ s

hﬂé@lﬂg o"f . ! War. for: pomts \vest '/The, Cockl:eils

¥ {3 9 ¢
-, (and::the ‘correct: spelhng for. the
Mldlandsr / "F name may be Cockerel) departedl

nck is followed by the Vinsons. The Iat-
has ter group settled Jin Texas, and
ister” . "d one -meémber "became: ~somewhat |
Oak and famous by being named presxdent
of the Umversxty of, Texas.

- Our frxend lelough Pat
ts‘ He

sen'ved as both’ p
‘ural carrier at'Wlute
at“one time or' another ‘has con-
‘lk'lbuted i countless’ ways: ‘to the  As a bit of ancient history, the
: fheivie;, reljg\ous. and educahonal Patricks moved ‘in'to_ fill the vac-
lhfe of an area much larger than 20CY created by these departing

£ founders of White Oak. Some .of

‘} the narrow ‘conf'mes of little thte he Patricks have migrat ed to oth-

| Oak. J" points, a number of .them set-
But . above all, he is a rare type er !

tling in Columbia.’ But.’ wherever

e o we st e, 50 one o lhem o 1

te Oa ey s ever

%::dm\w gwm;emay as we sat by chance be tempted to forget

It swas learned that White Oak ther. her’tageds at',',d e e?unno“ih

em forc Y

‘was once/ known as “Cockrell’s or i;t;:f; ;ﬁ:u:f hls penodxc fafnl]y

‘Cockrell's; Lane, due to the pre-, pewsletters wherein he combines

do inance _in'/ th commumty of | tribal gossip, . sound advice, and

s

‘|memoirs of Lord Cornwallis, the
British’ comnmander, and; the Ameri-

this” fariily, prior to the: Confederate | op ‘entreaty that the farflung Pat-
‘'War.. The * locahon is ‘mentioned | ricks should always stick together.
in both the . n’uhta.ry dlspatches and’

C rosby Academy 7R

In ‘the upper. part‘of Fairfield
! near. Beaver Creek Church a7school
was built in 1883. This school. was
erected by- the late David: Pxerce

can general, Nathamel Greene.

“In the years before the Cohfed-!
erate War, “Col. Jeremnah Cockrell
lived and prospered in a home

which stood ‘where the Killough gf,g‘;gg X::gdgi;. }“}g“&as iy mﬁlﬁﬁ
Patr‘icks now reside. He died in| tary school and uniforms ' were
1860 and lies “butied 'today in the | worn .by the older boys. . There

was a pnmary department also in
connection with the higher grades.

Near the, school building was a
large attractive boarding- house
used by the students. who lived|

nearby ‘chufch gl;a{'eyard Tradi-
tion - says, - accordmg t6 ‘historian
Patrxck ‘that, the “old. Colonel over-
éxerted himself in whlpping a slave!

g

i'some distahce away. It was bmlt

and thus brought on his demise
by Mr. Crosby also

Another bit . of.. mterestmg White-

4 David -Benjamin Busb a
Oak hrstory concerns’ the tarring, welﬁr knoiiv;xd ed?wJator " of yc’mth~
and feathering of a.northern, min-. Carolina was the first teacher of
the academy. He taught in Feas!
terville before -going ‘there. - Mr.
Busby was assisted in the elemén-
“tary. department by’ Miss Eliza-
beth Faucette whom he-later mar-
ried. and they ‘continued then-
work: together. - They taught in
this school several years and were
‘sricceeded by ‘a Mr.’ Jones. Mr.
Jones taught - ffoy several . years
after-which the school was discon-

in. 1840 tp. survey. t.he siavery situa-
tlon Yrdte at his Northern utter-
ances, local cnhzens applxed the
tar and ” feather- - treatment and
sent him packing. Klllough Patrick
‘advxsed ‘ug that this'"” Ancident” took
place, at,a point bqsgde . his. D, esent’

homé and on a smal’” fba still

referied to as *‘The:Lane.” tinued. The old buildings may
This ."affair,.- plus the “coming of still. be seen being used mow for
the Columbia- %o Gharlutte rall- dwelling houses.

Some 'of the former students of
road in 1851 and the devastatmn 'the Crosby Academy now living
wrought by Sherman’s army in are: Mr. Sam Castles, Mr. Sam
1065, are bighlights of White Ok Clowney, Mrs. Leila Chappell, IO
lust:ory according to- Killough Pat- 'lﬁ)rm a%gtels{rsMrJohn lStone?m.nl‘}I‘:'gz
rick.. The coming .of the- railroad; Clatke of Gadsden and Mrs.. Belle
lwluch the’ community in’ that ‘edfly Clarve of Gadsden“and Mrs. Belle
‘day considered the. greatest event Broome of California.
since Creation, gave the little
vnlage its’ present name. It seems'
af large white oak standing " near
the railroad station was’ the in-
/| spiration for the present laf)el af-

{

fixed to the place,



el Columbia Record)

'I‘he comparatwely cool interior
of the Monticello Mercantile Co.
recently offered us a brief respite
from the burning heat. It also end-
ed up being not only a store house
of groceries but also of information
about one of Fairfield County’d
most historic and cultural commun-
ities, y

While the hamlet of Monticello,

located 34 miles northwest of Co-'
lumbia, has no chamber of com-

merce, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Mec-
Meekin proved to be capable sub-
stitutes for such a municipal agen-
cy. They have long presided over
the affairs of this large general

store, ‘whose stock is certainly well

described by the word ‘‘general.”

Their emporium is located in the
very center of Monticello, a few
hundred feet off Highway No. 215.
Not only is it the geographical
center of the village, but the im-
pression was received that almost

icello will in some manner or other
evolve about the large rambling,
and rather ancient headquarters’of
the McMeekm business. interests.
As the ancient Athenians gaths
ered on Mars Hill to hear anything
new, so it appears that most in-
habitants- of little Monticello and

the surrounding area will sooner or|.
later come to the mercantile com-:

pany for the latest news.

One substantial reason for the}
popularity of the McMeekin store

is that Mrs. McMeekin is the post:
master at Monticello. Her posta

i As we paused for a refreshlng,
* drink, Mrs. McMeekin dashed to

her home and returned shortly with
three scrapbooks descriptive of the
work of the community group. The
good Monticello postmaster is noti
alote in her zeal for the section;
apparently the entire population has
become fired up in the last few
years. Today the visitor finds
boundless enthusiasm mingled withy
tempered optimism over the pres-

ent and future of this old western

Fairfield community.
Albert McMeekin is also a com-

munity booster, and he also ap-:
proaches being a walking ency-’
clopedia on Monticello. In his ml&'

as a store keeper, he knows prac-

 |being named after ‘the famous
statesman’s home in Virginia.

Thomas Jefferson presented a hun-
dred: dollars to the institution, a
gesture which resulted in the school

Monticello is also the locale of
a number: of old homes, rich i
history and tradition. An example
is the Davis mansion. Now owned
by a family of Robinsons, this an-|
cient house was used as headquar-

the area in conjunction with Sher-
‘man’s visit to the state.

ters by Union General Kilpatrick
who made a cavalry raid through

Monticello is wealthy in history
dating as far back as the Revolu-
tion. -1t may be a minor fault of
some present day natives that they
have lived too much in a storied

and honorable past replete with |
cultural and educational attain-!
ments.

But on our recent visit we sensed |
a feeling of confidence in the fue

tically everybody in the’ eountry-‘ ture. Our conversation with the Me-

side. It is evident from his par-
ticipation in community affairs,
plus the conversations which tran-
spire around. his big stove in the
winter and in the cool recesses of

the store in summer, that Alberti|

McMeekin just about knows every-

! thing that goes on in Monticello.
everything and everybody in Mont- |

As is- generally known, Monticello
for over a century and a half' has
been a seat of education. As' early,
as 1801 an academy had been es-
tablished which down through the

Monticello School’s Modern Lunchroom

facilities are set up in one corner

of the building, and there she car

ries on a rather lively trade in/}
stamps as well as dispensing mail;

to general delivery callers.
Not only does this genial lady
represent Uncle Sam in the village

but she also pitches in and helps:
about the store. But of equal im-}
portance to her are the activitied;

in which she engages as a coms
munity leader.

The moment she discovered that

Meekins and with others gave the
impression that they know the past
is in good hands; they feel their
responsibility is to guarantee -the
future of the area. Such ambitions,
appear to be solidly imbedded in
the program and plans of the up
and coming Monticello-Salem Com-
munity organization.

we were roaming around the coun-

|
|

tryside, figuratively pen in hand,

she ably and loyally documented
for us the cause of this section of
Fairfield County, particularly as i
is represented by the members o

the Monticello-Salem Commumt

organization.

Here you see a view of Monhcello sc:h
students eat five days a week.

It is locate

ool’s modern, we ~eqmppe

N
.

o
d in one of the school’s regular rooms which was 3

modelled during the Christmas holidays last year at small cost. The lunchroom 1s sald to be o g

‘~f tha hact Af itc tuna in thie eartion.

Mre. Marie Burlev is the supervisor.



Monticello’s Modern Gym

Here you see a picture of i
2 the relatively new Monti i
e onticell ilt i
! .ﬂmawﬂwﬂaw%mpwkuw__.ﬂ%o _._..ww replace a structure erected uos%m mnw._ﬂwﬂm W_Mmﬂpm. W :hzanob H._ e o o
e s 5 umw_sn o uwmun wwwmmﬁ—w—w team arrived to play a game nuomum.m.r» momeww—.wmmww E.M _n ot
yoar r::&um.ﬂsm Y \.3\%. this posiponed engagement by meeting Zoamnmz.omuws mﬂ

Superintendent’s Dwelling

The atiractive home of the superintendent of Monticello school is shown ubove. Here live Mr.
\ . and Mrs. A. B. Cooley and family. -

4 - MRy i
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Monticello Schools 7%
The name Monticello was given
this school, either in honor of or
by request of Thomas Jefferson—
who contributed -liberally to the
“Jefferson Institute - for = Boys.”
This institute was founded and
presided over for 25 years by Rev,
James Rogers who came to Fair.
field in 1789. Soon after locating
in Monticallo, Mr. Rogers organ-
ized and taught a school in a $small
school house where the Woodmen
Hall now stands. This school grew
and developed into the Jefferson
institute fo, boys which was fa-
mous in its day. Many men who
afterwards became famous in the
South obtained: the rudiments of
an education)in this school.
February 21, 1865 was a tragic!
day in Monticello. On thiy day|
Col. Kilpatrick’s Company, a wing |
of Sherman’s army burned most|
of the homes and public buildings |
in the town, Jefferson Institute!
included. ¥
The McMeekin home was built
by Major Elkin for an Inn and
station for stage coaches. In 1864
Rev, John Zealy of the Baptist
faith obtained this property and
founded a girls’ school. He resign-
ed in 1867, and was succeede|| by
Rev. Abish Cartlege. ¥
In 1871 Public schools were es-
tablished. Captain Hayne McMeek-
in was made principal in 1872, The
publie school continued ag Monti-
cello school for many years. In
1929 it was conszolidated with tha
schools of Western Faiifield and
moved to Salem. It is now known
as Monticello High School.
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g MARKET W B Boyle.
'BQARD OFITRADE -W. H Ruff

resident; W.J, Johson, Secretary,
P Wray. Treasur

B HOOK AND LADDER FIRE
GOMPANY 8.F. Cooper, President.
TOWN WEIGHER-J D. Palmer.
UDIGIAL R.A. Meares, Trial J ustlce,

~ R.D. Bolick, Constable.
DEPOT AGENT AND OPERATOR-
. E.P. Llpscomb i)
: COTTON BUYERS AF. Ruff & Co.,
I C Thomas, C.P. Wray. W.J. Johnson,
b J.A. Desportes.
COTTON SEED BUYERS-R.R.
Rosboro, W.B. Boyle.
BANKERS-A F. Ruff & Co., W. J.
Johnson, John A. Desportes.

MERCHANTS CP Wray. ' IC'
Thomas, JM. Wﬂson & Bro., W.B.
Hogan, W.E. Baxter AF. Ruff & Co.,
; l\flrs;Bohck mllhnery. E.C. Heins, W..
J. Johnson, Jno. Wllson, Cooper Bros.
Jno. A. Desportes Jno. MeIntyre,
P.M. Spence, coffms and _shop, Chas
Hayes, shop, Moses Jones Blacksmlt‘,h

‘shop, Peter Pickens shoemaker. i
'GINNERIES-W.H. Desportes W. B
Boyle.

'MEDICAL-Drs.. W.R. Mood S S | B

Lender, J.D. Palmer, Sr.,
Edmunds. M D., druggzst

TAVERNS-Mrs. M.J. Sunpson, W J
_Daws, Mrs. J. B Coleman. 7

EDUCATIONAL H:gh School W T i
Edmunds, Mt. Hope School H.E.
Thomas. ‘

RIDGEWAY BAND-W.S. Jones
| leader, Blake Boyd, R.H. Brown, D.W.
i Ruff ‘W.S. Wilson, Jno. Parker, Chevis
;Wray, Ruff McDowell E.C. Hemes,‘
AT, Moore. e o

LITERARY Advertlser. W J John-
| son. : :

i3 CHURCHES-Baptrst Presbytel‘lan-

naval‘ :

Pictured above is the scene. of .the mdgeway school, when

' band day was held there on April 15. Members of the 150-picce

band from| the six county high schools had a wonderful timel

i ihemselves ‘and furnished en;oyment to many other people. .
‘ dehcmus lunch was served.

W, E. Miller is bandmaster' a.nd. JetT McLeod is :supe:mten-
dent of the Ridgeway School, L & i

The smallest jail in t"he. state



A Fascmatmg Stop on Tour

! P/‘?I/ U 2 1o

Ruff’s Store More than 100 Years
Old,_Tells History of Bygone Days

David H, Ruff, who built the first
store in Ridgeway, was born in
1796 and died 1877. e came here
from Richland District bcfme the
middle of the 18th Century and
later built a handsome resuience
nere, His'sister, Nancy Rulf Law—
horn, lived with him and took care
of thig colonial home, as Mr. Dav-
id Ruff was mever married. He
was a ,surveyor, money. lel_'lder,
rallroad express agent, cotton
buyer, merchant and a man of
deep religious faith, ;

Mz, Ruff, being a Methodist, and
there being no Methodist church
in town, secured the lower floor
of the Masonic Hall where preach-
ing was held and a Sunday. School
wag organized. This hall stood at
the crossroads where the present
school building stands, He then
set to work to build a church. He
had the Tumber sawed from choice
‘pine trees growing on his land,
using the finest heari-timber cut
from these trees. Tt was then haul-
ed by mule feams a distance of
rmles to the site of the present

The building was erected, paint-

organ,

wce 'lj{]_e latter was desﬁroycd by
ed during the pastorate of the late
Rev. O, N. Roundiree,

Mr. Ruff ordered the bell mould-
ed especially for .this church, and
while it was being made he stood

silver dollars, giving. it a sweel
silvery - tone. it ;
After the dedication of the
church there was a combination
of “ Sunday  schools, composed of
all the Sunday schoolg in town,
which met in the Methodist church
every Sunday afternoon. W. B.
Hogan served in the capacity of
superintendent for thirty years,
with George W. Moore as secre-
tary and treasurer, Richard Des-
Portes, an ¥Episcopalian,
the Bible class, and Misg Mat
Oliver, a Baptist, played the or-
gan,

‘church,

-David Ruff was a man with

rather abrupt manners, but a’Kmd
heart, and his word was his bond.
He was a big upstanding man with
a big ‘voice. He lead the singing
in the church and responded loud,
ly with ‘“A-men” {o' emphasize
truths uttered by the preacher.
He never married, but his sister,
Mrs. Nancy Ruff Lawhorn, lived
with him and he often visited an-
other sister. It was while pn one
of these visits te her that he con-
tracted pneumonia and died, He
lies buried just behind the church
in the shadow of the pulpit of the
church he gave and loved s0
much

; 1t is sand that he Taid out the
steets of Ridgeway with his 'fxcat-
nephew, Daniel ~ Walter. Ruff
(grandfather of the present own-
er), age 13, helping to carry the
chain to measure.

He was in business with II L.
Elliott of Winnsboro in the early

ed, and furnished eompletely, even
to the carpet on:the floor, a new.
Bible, hymn books,- and a |
handsome  silver communion ‘ser-

fire when the palsonage was burn-

by and threw into it sixty (%$60)

taught

1840’s. It is said that at one fime
he owned Silver Springs in Elmi-‘
da. He owned the Orange Spungs"
Hotel there, and his old hotel Iedg-
er shows that in 1857, C, C. Pmck-
ney and family spent pdrt of a
month there. i

Hig first store business in R1d"e-
way was called Ruff & Lawhorn,
as his partner was his nephew,
Joseph Lawhorn. In the latter
‘part of 1866, his nephew, Adam
Fletcher Ruff (father of the pres-
ent Fleteher Ruff, Sr., of Colum-
bia) joined him in thc store, and
the name changed to Ruff & Ruff

Sometime during the scventles,

Thomas Ellison Cloud  began
working there and it bbc_aimc
known as Ruff & Cloud. David

Ruff died during the late seven-
ties, |
In the later part 0[ the ught,les
the store was A. F. Ruff & Com-
pany, and kept that name ujml
many years later, even after A.
I". Ruff had moved to Rock Hill
and “his nephews, Herbert and
| Walter Ruff, took .charge at the
store. They had been helping their
| uncle in the store prior to this,
as their father had been killed in
the Civil War.

In 1901, the present Ruff & Com-
pany was huilt and at that time
was still called A. F. Ruff & Co,,
with Herbert and Walter Ruff
| managing it. At one time after the
store wag called A. F. Ruff &
Co., it was changed to Ruff Mer-
cahul(, Walter Ruff’'s son, D. W.
worked there as a boy and then
after World War I joined the firm,
During a portion of these years
Blake Boyd worked there as part-
owner of the sfore, :
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. Longto vn Began As
Indian Fur Trade Route

(Editor's Note: This article
dealing with the early history
of the Longtown section of
Fairfield County was written
for The News and Herald
several years ago, and the
author is unknown.)

Longtown, the eastern, -
most settlement in Fairfield,
and the oldest in that part of:
the county, is perhaps the,
least chronicled. It is perhaps.
due to it antiquity that much
of Longtown’s early history
has been lost, for many of its |
oldest and grandest homes,
have been destroyed by fire
and other ravages of time,
and war. - .-°

‘““Through the wooded land
ran a picturesque Indian
trail”’, - is the way one
historian has described the .
beginning of Longtown. This '
was the Indian fur trade
route from North Carolina
and the Piedmont area of
South Carolina that followed
the .western slope of the
Wateree River south to the
Santee River and to
Georgetown, Charleston and
Savannah. Longtown is said.
by Fitz Hugh McMaster in
his * “History of, Fairfield
County” (Columbia, 1846) to
have been first known as
“Log-town” because of the
log homes built along the In-
dian Trail, the name later:
becoming Longtown. In any

- case, it has been well - nam-
ed for it is hard to define the
limits of Longtown. The,
“town” of Longtown is that
area which borders the old
Ridgeway - Camden Road
and covers the area from
below Fairfield Manor, the
old Ridgeway Hunting Club,
southeast to the Kershaw
County Line, and from the
Wateree River to the east to
Dutchman’s Creek and ‘the
old Winnsboro Road to the
west. ~ ‘

. The earliest settlers in
Longtown came from North

Carolina and Virginia, and
were Quakers, Episcopalians,
French Hugenots,
Presbyterians and Baptists,
and at ‘about the same time
came . Swiss, Holland and
German Roman Catholics,
Dutch Huguenots and
Lutherans from across the
Broad River on the far west
side of Fairfield County.

| county.

Printed records indicate that
Nicholas - Peayi'.icame.: fro
Hanover County, Virginia, to
Pine Tree, now Camden,

about the time of the Revolu- .

tionary War, and built
“Malvern Hill”’ in Longtown.
At about .this same time,
Charles Tidwell came down
the Indian Trail to Longtown
from the area of Jamestown,
Virginia, and settled in the
Bryant Hill section of
Longtown. His grave .’ at
Bryant Hill Cemetery, with
his birthdate of 1690, might
well be the earliest
gravestone extant in the

Longtown was also
discovered by the German
and. Swiss ~settlers of
Richland ‘and Lexington
Counties. before . the Revolu-
tion for we have records of
Colonel David Myers of the
Brick House, Bluff Road,
near Columbia; owning plan-
tations along the Wateree in
Fairfield County soon after
1786 when his mother was
reimbursed for a ‘“black
horse taken. for public
service”’ for the use of the
Continental Army. His father,
Jacob Myers, was paid for
«144 days militia duty in 1787-
88’". Coionel Myers’ son, John
Jacob Myers, M.D., lived at
Solitude - Plantation in
Longtown, noted as a. “Jux-
urious and imposing stru-
cture and the scene of lordly
hospitality,* many celebrities
being entertained there.” Dr.
Myers represented Fairfield

in . the State House of
Representatives in 1840-41.
He served as assistant

surgeon to a regiment which
escorted the Marquis de La
Fayette from the ‘North
Carolina border to Columbia
on his visit to South Carolina
in 1824. It is reasonable to
surmise from this and the
foregoing  statement that
General LaFayette was
entertained at “Solitude” in
Fairfield County, as- well as
in Camden and Columbia.
Other early Longtown se-
ttlers were the Matchetts,
wagners and Zeiglers from
Holland, Germany and
Switzerland, - and
Robertsons, Harrisons, Dix-
sons, Picketts, Haynes,
Reeves, Stewarts and Joneses

the

through Virginia and North

m Carolina from England and

France, Scotland and Ireland.
The Tidwells were English
and the Peays French
Huguenots. McMaster writes,
«Before the Confederate War
much  wealth ‘was ac-
cumulated, - finer, larger
homes were built, and so the
name of Logtown became
Longtown.” There was an
academy near the Kershaw
County Line, with Professor
McCandless (or McCandlers)

in charge. He was said to
have come from Georgia and
was an ‘‘educator of high
type”. Boarding students
came from Camden and
Liberty Hill with day scholars
from the entire Longtown
area. The. professor had
many visits from the irate
mothers, whose sons he is
said to have whipped on fre-
quent occasions. .

Austin Ford Peay, the son
of Nicholas Peay of Malvern
Hall, lived at Flint Hill in
Fairfield. He was known as
the ‘‘wealthiest man of that
section”. When he made a
trip to Camden or Columbia,
he traveled at night with a
mattress put in his carriage
in order not to lose sleep and
to be fresh for his day in
town. This could well have
been the origin of Mr.
Pullman’s first railroad
sleeping cars. When in 1809
there was an embargo on the
export of cott:;;‘/lvlr. Peay in
his carriage eScorted a long
wagon train of cotton to
Philadelphia from Flint Hill,
which he sold for $25,000 it is

recorded. He died at Flint

Hill in 1841 and was buried on
his plantation, later flooded
by the Wateree Power
development. It is said that
the gravestones can be seen
at low water. In the US.
census of 1860, the farm of
the estate of N. A. Peay is
listed, at -$253,000, by far the
largest n Fairfield County
then. -

“Melrose”, called the
grandest plantation house in
upper South Carolina, was
“built near Flint Hill by Austin
Peay’s son, Nicholas
Adamson Peay. It has been
described as ‘‘a ‘massive
structure of brick, stone and
marble of thirty rooms,

equipped . with 2

broad piazzas and wide
halls.” It was said by descen-
dants of his slaves to have
had a garden on the roof with.
a pool in which fresh fish
were kept for use at the
table. The mansion Wwas
{ water
system supplied by fresh
springs below the hill on
which ‘‘Melrose’’ was
situated. Water was . pumped
to the roof by an hydraulic
ram. Colonel and Mrs. Peay,
the former Martha Cary
Lamar, died ~before the
Confederate. War” Col.- Peay
had served in the Seminole
War in Florida in 1835. He
represented Fairfield County
in the State Senate in 1856,
and died in office the next
year. : ‘ ’
” When Sherman’s army in-
vaded . Fairfield County,
Melrose was one of the few
plantation homes burned in
the southeastern part of the
county. The story is that a
Union soldier rode his horse
-up the marble steps through
the piazza of Melrose into the
front hall. Tieing his horse’s
reins to the ceiling candle
chandelier, the Federal
soldier found the wine cellar
where he imbibed too long.
Soon other soldiers set
Fairfield’s finest mansion on
fire, and this drunken solider
"and his horse were consumed
in the fire. .'
«Wisteria”, the Myers -
Tidwell family "home: which
stood just across from the
Dixon home' (still standing)
in Longtown, is;said to have
been saved by Nicholas Peay
Myers, an-. intrepid = Co-
nfederate son of.the Peay -
Myers families of Longtown.
Family tradition admits . that
Nick, a brave young:man,
acted as a spy for the
southern cause. He is reputed
to have saved many helpless
women and children, and to
have ‘gven'i,aml,)lushved a few
e was wearing 2
aptain’s” uniform and
insignia’ - when.- he ordered
Yankee " soldiers 'away from
Wisteria and-saved his-home
from the torch.1t is said that
there were Yankee skulls in
the attic at- Wisteria until
Mrs. David William Tidwell
(the former Mattie Myers)
had them. buried with the




family and slaves at Bryant
Hill Cemetery - sometime
before Wisteria was ac-
cidentally burned about 1935.

Wisteria was one of the fine
Longtown plantation houses
full of history, lore and tradi-
tion. There were grease spots
on the walls and even the
ceilings of some of the
upstairs closets where the
Tidwells hid their hams and
pork shoulders before
Sherman’s raid. These same
bedrooms after the war were
papered with Confederate
money, it having become
valueless and paper being
scarce. -

Longtown’s Baptist Church,
now gone, was a great force
in the early years when
Melrose commanded the
area. It has been the burial
place of some of the earliest
families, although the chugch
building no longer remains.
The Presbyterian Church,
which still flourishes today,
has in its cemetery the burial
places of many influential
Longtown families, some of

whom were among the
earliest settlers.
In 1854, when the

Episcopalians in Ridgeway
were building St. Stephen's
Chapel, Col. N. A. Peay of-
fered to give $100 on the con-
dition that the new church be
built east of Ridgeway on the
Longtown road for the conv-
enience of his sister, Mrs.
John Myers, the former
Sarah English Peay. Col.
Peay was not an
Episcopalian, and it was
understood that Mrs. Peay
was not to know of his gift
since she would not approve,
as the devout member of
another denomination. Col.
and Mrs. Peay are buried in
Longtown’s Baptist Church
cemetery, with one of the
most imposing monuments in
the state. Until the days of

the Confederate War, Mr.
Richard Matchett of Dut-
chman’s Creek and the
Longtown Myers attended St.
Stephens in their colorful,
native Dutch costumes.
Gontemporaries descrive
them: *the men in knee

length pantaloons with™ big
silver buckles, and matching
silver buckles on their shoes
and belt, long, flowing coats
with wide leather belts and
silver buckles, broad brimm-
ed, low crowned black and
white hats: the ladies in long
skirts which touched the
ground, colorful blouses with
full sleeves, bright bonnets
with flowing bows, under
which hung their long, blonde
tightly platted tresses hang-

ing over their shoulders, some
below their waists, so long
was their beautiful hair”. The
Dutch - Episcopalians were
devout and loyal Huguenots
and Protestants.

Wisteria was perhaps most
noted for its fox hunts,
although it is recalled that
“the hounds disturbed Mrs.
Tidwell’'s fine Wagnerian
ear”. Her descendants in-
herited her ear for music.
There were eight Tidwell
sons, and more horses and
hounds, so with a few friends
a fox hunt was easily
organized at Wisteria. It

negan Wil a
breakfast served by Hence,
born a slave at Wisteria. The
menu might be steak and
eggs, hominy and biscuits,
for the day would be a hard
one, especially if the fox
turned out fo be a red one.
The hunt crossed Tidwell
flats toward the Wateree to
the east or Dutchman'’s Creek
to the north and west. If a
grey fox was hounded around
Bryant Hill Cemetery, the
chase might be a short one,
but if it was a red fox the

PreTaa

A

hunt coula go as tar as pia
Hill. However, nho ' matter
what time the fox, red or
grey, Wwas stopped by the
hounds, the hunters returned
to Wisteria to find one of Mrs.
Tidwell’'s and Hence's mag:
nificent dinners ready for
them. ,

Dutchman’s Creek is!
another historic landmark of
the early influence of thé&
German - Swiss - Holland'
families, like the

Matchetts,  Zeiglers and’

others who settled this part
of Fairfield County and gave
the name to the Creek,

Long Remainder of Past

The Dixon plantation house at Longtown stands still as a lone reminder of the
early years of that Fairfield County community, when graceful columned homes
,stood for_ a way of life since gone. From such elegant mansions as Wisteria, Mel-
rose, Solitude and Malvern Hill rode forth fox hunters intent on the chase. Mel-
rose, one of the finest of these mansions, is said to have had a garden on its roof.

.
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"WILDLIFE ABOUNDED ™

History records: the many
wild animals of the Wateree
to Broad River area of
Fairfield. They are listed by
McMaster as deer, . foxes,
raccoons, wildcats,
o'possums, cottontail rabbits,
gray and flying squirrels,
wharf and blue rats, wood
and muskrats, mink weasel,
leather - winged bats, moles
and mice. Among the hun-
dred or more birds are listed
many which are still native
to the area and others which
are extinct today or rare, like
pileated woodpecker, blue
and. white herons, and wild
turkeys (ed. note: the wild
turkey population in the coun-
ty is now on the upswing.).
Deer are said to have been
common in the area until
1880, and about that time,
Mr. Hugh S. Wylie is reported
to have said that he saw “‘nol
thousands but hundreds of
thousands possibly millions"

Early Buria >

of wild pigeons in flight. They s al Place

a"‘l'.ld (Eii?(li'kﬁ'?atth?ldsﬁy-rkMr. rne cemetery at Longtown Presbyterian Church has the remains of some of the
yie ast Wild LUrkeyS members of Longtown’s most influential families. The church maintains an active

tiful. Both th t ‘ s Bt
nw:tzerggiz?sf':legghderewgif:ﬁn congregation, and the building and the cemetery are both well cared for by the

and John James Audubon; Membership.

described seeing wild pigeons —
in such numbers as this
earlier in the century in
various parts of America.
(Ed. note: Could these have
been passenger pigeons, now
extinet?)

But, alas, the glamourous
era passed; Wisteria burned
in 1935, and the Tidwell lands
were bought by Bowater
paper Company. Time, war
and fire have taken many of
Longtown’s ante-bellum ma-
nsions and its finest, Malvern
Hall, Solitude, Melrose and
Wisteria. However; many of
the descendants of these ear-
ly Fairfield families remain,
some nearby and others scat-
tered throughout the state
and nation. Longtown has a
proud heritage and a long
and rich history, full of thrill-
ing facts and colorful fancy.

Logtown-Longtown

The seftlement known as Long-
town was established in this wise:

Through the wooded land ran a
picturesque Indian trail. Over the
high spots went the trail. This trail
was chosen for homes. Long log
houses were built, and the settle-
ment  was called Logtown. The
Peays, Joneses, Harrisons and_Dix-
sons built along the trail. Beforg
the Confederate War much wealth
was accumulated, finer, larger
bomes were built and se the name
became Longtown. An academy was
also built near the Kershaw line,
with Prof. McCandless (?) in charge.
The professor  was an educator of
high type, coming from the family
of ' McCandlers of Georgia/ Young
women attended from Camden, Lib-
erty Hill and Longtown (the formen
hoarders); a grammar school wag
connected ,with the academy. The
professor had many visits from the
irate mothers of the small boys he

whipped. !
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b S;ppt on Map, Recall the prbery"

%By Jolm Bigham in “The- Columbia
Record)

? ‘A recent exploratory venture in-
fo Western’ Fairfield County brought
ﬁs il ‘due time to Salem Cross«
noads,l a small but.significant. spot
on the map of the Midlands.

_“.,The roads which cross at this

oint, .and thus- create the name,!

ra highways Nos. 34 and 215. The

ormer is an east-west route Wbictll:
gﬂEhVﬂ‘S traffic back: ‘and: fo
peros the Broad River a few miles
distant. The latter- is' a- north-soutty
lnghway once popular as a means
,of transporting Coluimbians fo and
from the mountains, but which in
%ecent fyéats has ‘been largely: rele*
Jgated to local usage..

! The burrying vnsltor seest little
fht Salem Crossroads. There is the
Mmml store. and ‘f‘llling station at

the “ifitér'section, “and off * to- the-

mde .one.  gbserves a . school, a
.church, and some scattered homes.
iLittle: else.meets- the eye. However,
Gf the sare visitor will stop and
thobnéb, as we did, with’ one or two.
fpromment citizens in the commun-
1ty, he will come away signally im-
,mressed by an area which repre-{
":ents much more than a road cross-
g,ing in the hill§ and valleys of west-
ern Fairfieldy

"Our first point of call was the
1l)ome of the Marlon Stevensons,
‘situated hard By~ the -Monticello
tl'llgh Schiool and appropriately desig-
nated on a small granite mark-
:er as “School Daze.”’
| -Stevenson is the efficient and
‘popular  superintendent o .f this
;school. As we approached, he: came
idashing out of the house. He greet-
.ed us cordially, but allowed :that.
“I have two prospective teachers

‘to interview at the school, and I th

igure don’t want to miss them.”

" For this reason he was excused
from questioning, but his good wife
was routed-out of her Kkitchenr into
‘the living room to supply us with
facts and figures. about the cross-
roads area.

“T am busy makmg bread and|
“but I

butter pickles,’; she , said,
ynll be . glad to come out of -that
%, *’emgh to help you,

cnough to give us a jar. of bread

the. best in the world,’
proof wil come next winter when

metw

*sopId JeyNg puE PEdI] 0] .SOUT0D

‘aprid  Ajununugd

miiand.into. the., pulpit. - §"S

“Our chat with him' in 'his study s

and butter pickles hot off the stove. was short: but  fruitful, revealing =43
These we have accepted as being that he is sold on the Monticello- ‘L%....
but real Salem community. and its people. ir";

Declining his invitation to stay ' &

they are broken' out of the family for lunch, given perhaps seriously, ' g
and -another invitation to preach & §

. for him the following Sunday, giv- = =

In the short’ perlod of rehef from en we are certain in a Jocular ?g
ber kitchen which our presence manner, we drove away from the

crossroads commumty
“The Montlcello-Salem COmmun-
ity program, now in its third 3 year,.
has paid, off,”” she advised, ‘‘and
we want to con,tmue what has been.
begun. As much as anythmg, we
‘ want to...induce’ des:rable families
n(oye into our community and
help us make 1t grow and pros-
per. Bl

As.an- as;de to the conversatioq,
Ruth Stevenson recalled anr event
that solidly, puh "Salem Crossroads
on ‘the map' several years ago.
That .was the -rgbbery of. Ladd’s
store, wherem two men were cori-
victed of the ciime but the money'
(amountmg to- thousands of dol-
lars) was never recovered.

" 'The victim has since died, the
store has long been abandoned,
but the commotion stirred up.
the "event "in"this part of the colm'-
Atry has yet to. die completely away.

“It was the most exciting thing
to ever happen here,”. sai¢ Ruth
Stevenson, “‘and I recall tbat ev-{
erybody and thelr -brpther turned;
out for. the various investigations|
‘and the trial.”

The . Stevenson Park at Salem..
Crossroads, located betweer 'the’
school and the Presbyterian’
Church, is one concrete result of
the - Monticellg-Salem : Community-
.organization’s work. The site was
once thickets of briars and honey-
suckle vines; today it is a recre-
ational. area as attractive and use-
ful as any we have found in our
rambles through rural commun-
ities,

Our second call at the Cross-
roads was made on the Rev. Bob
Wallace, pastor of the Salem Pres-
bytenan Church. Founded in 1812.

_|this is one of ‘the most historic

& i rural churches in Fairfield County.

Not only is this personable and

| colorful minister among  the com-
munity’s most loyal boosters, but

L Ll he is also quite worthy of a story

fum of'mis"Faxmeld drea. She

'i5 also- acclaimed as the best cu-|-

cumber -amd arhchoke plcklemakbr

J himself.

‘A native “of - Alabama -and for
29 years. a. praoucmg attoimey in

in the countryside. She ‘was./kind|several - soitthern. stites, Bob. Wal-

afforded, Ruth Stevenson furmsh- Salem manse and. the crossroads;
ed much mformatxon about the greatly convinced that when it

ITEMS .FROM STROTHEB
'.l‘lm Becent FIoods and thou.- Eu‘ects---
T Some Acconnt of the]) mi ge .
May 24 —'ﬂxo lecent
Ved tlns secuon of

diate viei 3 'om fuendlyvlslts fio
longer g;eet 8. Letters ﬁom loved

ones;do nof, wach s, Wo sadly mlss‘

the fmmh .thstle of the Ilon Honse

wlu‘*h is occustomed to remmd us of
the nruval ‘of the latest news. *.Cut off| |

ag'wé are: “from commmncatlon thh
the ountgide: wmld o ‘have’ 110 means:
of knowmo' bow: long this‘ unpleftsant
stale of- thmgs ‘will’ contmue wr
It 18 said that ‘quad ‘River was
hlghel, ' q.n ‘it hos . been
taafong & The damage:
done by’ bhe lugh water aud heavy'
mms canuot easxly be estimated: - 'The
m111 of Mr. ’I‘homas ‘M. Lyles, thh rts'i
uontems whs swept away ; his oats: and:
Mr, Bmloy bubér’s which were nea1'
the river, . were: completely destloyed
‘Mr. ‘Andxew ‘Blair, Mr."Mc. Blair andl
M Edward: Jaii—-all;lost™ hcavllV
Capt.: Wlllmm Clowney, was, perbaps,
the reatest sufferer in, this immediate !
neig whorhood:s . -He, Tost - thirty-fiye
heﬂd of sheep. ,almost ~his:eutire’ _crop}
ofoats;-andia; considerable’ ‘pnrt, of'his;
“cotton ‘crop he flats: at Capt,. Clow-¢
lleysfelry, and,also, ‘at Mr.. Bldiris,:
‘were carried’ off. - Mr. Josegh Martin’
had a valuable mule drowned, and’; Mm
Jesse Martin lost higentire oy 0pj' 2
,John W. Lyles; and ‘Mr. Jameés. LozF
i whose farms are on the creek; 1 lost' ¢ 'y
‘heavﬂv '\Io -adéquate; ‘jdea: con;
iven: of the injury to- crops and J:md‘
-on the up:lands,. . v ! A
: The > murderer of ‘Mr ‘E
snll at: lmges.v.,‘ G

Wmd stm m Oy
of: farmers: h d:
pletely’ destroyed. o

‘uotye






HIENTOF
Woodw ajor Arromanus Lyles and Col. Thomas Lyles...
ROCK CREEK, June 2. At your request, I will give you a

few biographical sketches of some of the men of western

Fairfield. First, I will mention Dr. Wm. Woodward, who, I
was told by my father, removed from the eastern portion of
Fairfield about the year 1800, and purchased a tract of land of
‘my uncle of which he lived until 1819, when he removed to
Chester county and died not long after. His remdence .was
not’ exceedmg half a mlle from where I was born and reared I
think he was the first Baptxst preacher whose pastorate was
at the Rock Creek church. I was told he was a self-made
scholar and preacher as well as physician. His intellect was
certainly of a high order, and no doubt he had the advantages
of the present age, he would have taken a high rank in

scholarship, and in both his professions. Wm. Woodward was’
evidently no ordinary man. In stature he was fully six feet in’

height, of symmetrical form with a physiognomy unexception-
able. He had four sons and five daughters, the youngest of
whom was Joseph, my playmate and schoolmate, and who we
all know was a member of Congress from our Congress:onal
District some years since...

Next I will give you what I know and was told by my father.
of Col. Arromanus Lyles, of Revoluntionary fame, who lived
and died near Lyles Ford, Broad River. He was at one

time...county judge, a man of decision, of character, hold and
adventurous, and took an active part in our Revolunatmnary,
struggle, was a partisan officer with Pickens, Sumpter (sic)

and Marmn. and fought many hard earned battles, one of
which was at Eutaw Springs...His father, Ephraim Lyles, was
killed in his door by a rifle shot said to have been by an Indian,
but Major Thomas Lyles, his grandson, told me he was shot by
aTory. Col. Arromanus Lyles married his third wife and died
soon after in 1817.

Lyles’ Ford in 1786, as he told me, whose death is of recent
date, as most of your readers know was no ordinary man. He
'was noted for his strength of mind and self-reliance in all

matters of public or vrivate nature. He was fond of mills, and
possessed as unusual adaptability to mechanism ana was a

land surveyor and planter, and at one time a merchant. He
was an efficient member of our Legislature about 1823-24, was
an afterwards an active member of our States Rights party of
Nullification and Secession. He raised a company of cavalry at
old Buckhead, which he commanded from 1828 to '32, being
soon after promoted to majority and colonelcy. He was brave
and impulsive, beloved by his command, of which I was
cornet, and we would have followed him wherever he dared to
lead...It will require several articles to mention all the men of
note that I knew in the western and other portions of the
county, from 1820 to '40...I may give you a few more in my
next...W.E.

OLDEN TIME-Sketches of Dr. William' 'THE OLDEN TIME.

'ROCK CREEK, August 31, 1880-Being at leisure, I thought I

would add something in regard to four or five Tunkers who

‘were amongst the first settlers on Beaver Creek that I saw
‘when a boy, viz: Andrew Feaster, Sr., Adam Cooper, William

and Isaiah Mobley and Matthew Hoosh, a Hessian, The first
four wore long beards and I think the last did also. These were
called Dunkards and were the only men seen with unshaven
faces then, and forty years afterward. This denomination is
called in history German Baptist. Andrew Feaster, Sr., was a

fnative of Switzerland, and removed here from Pennsylvania,

as I was informed by his great-grandson. I rode behind my
mother about the year 1811 to old Daddie Feaster's, a distance
of six miles, her purpose being to get him to cure one of her
arms which was paralyzed. On riding up to the house gate my
mother halloed, and the first object that attracted my notice
was the big"\;hite hogs, the next the old man'’s long white
beard, the first I had ever seen. We alighted and were invited
into the house by the good old man. I kept my eyes on him
until we were seated in a chair when a long hair rope attracted

‘my attention...this was used...for the purpose of drawing up

bags of flour into the loft...(After dinner), my mother was
seated in a homemade chair. Exposing her bare arms to view,
the old many knelt at her side, rubbing her arm from the hand

‘to the shoulder...and muttering unheard of language to me, all

the time. This was called “using” for the purpose of curing
maladies such as felons, wens, cancers, warts...Whether

“ysing” cured the arm or not, or the faith she reposed in the
old mans' mystic art, or time, I know not, but it was after a
short time well as before. It was on Andrew Feaster's
plantation that Fort Wagoner was built on the first settling of
Beaver Creek, before the Revolutionary War, for the purpose
of defense against the savage Indians, and used also for some

Maj, Thos. Lyles, son of Col. Arromanus Lyles, born nearj purpose during that war...Near Lyles Ford lived David
. [} 1]

Shelton Bolen, U.S. Wright, Daniel Mabrey, Esq., Thomas
Burns, James Webb, R.G. Mayo, Cleatons, Joseph McDaniel,

early settlers, and all died about 1820...
. W.E:

Mossy Dale Dots.

I am sorry to report the utter destruction by fire of the Mossy
Dale Academy. Nothing was saved. There had been fire i the
woods, which had burned near the building, but there seemed
to be no danger. Mr. T.F. Smith had left but a short time, from
looking after the safety of the building, when the fire broke out.

It was a new building, nicely ceiled and furnished with new
desks. As soon as the materials can be procured it will be

rebuilt, /720
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D. W. Ruft with P R. Scolt, (hro-
ther-in-law) and later: Mr. Ruff’s

son, managed the store. Waller
Ruff, the present owner, is a great-
great-great nephew of the founder,
David H, Ruff. Daniel Walter Ruff,
V, who is in high' school, is begin-

i e

ning to help his father at Ruff & €

Company and the Ruff contribufion |
to relailing in this small commun- |
ity continues, |

Ruff’s old store, which stands as
it did many years ago—though not
so isolated — is an interesting ad-
dition to the Historical Tour spon-

sored by the Tairfield Historical B

Soeiety during Tricentennial Week
in Fairfield County, In it are many

unusital items, including a wire 78

cheese “cage’” for round cheeses

which were cut in wedges; a flat

iron. which was filled with red-
hot ' coals _to press ruffled petti-
coats: a wooden handmade slan-

ted rake and .grain cradle, repli- -

cas of an agrarian community; a
handmade seed rack with pack-

ages of seedg dated 1884, and seed

catalogues for orders (1879); cook-
ing utensils; bonnets and ladies’
dresses. These and many other
items dating back to an era dim-

Historic vent: breal:es LropawIl

Hundreds Attend Rldgeway Bank s
Slxtleth Annlv/ersary Celebratmn

s-0//75 %

chtured here is the regular wml«,mg per; sonnel of the
pank. From Left to right: J. N. Crumpton, cashier; Mrs.
James S. Edmunds, bookkeeper; W. R. Goodson, execu-

© tive vice-president.
Several hundred people from ev-

ly remembered by the older gen-| ery section of the county and from

eration comprise a stop ‘on the
Ridgeway Tour that is a “must”
for all visitors.

William Cathcart of Winnsboro
who ig a grand-nephew of David |
H. Ruff (several generations re-
moved) has contributed his tal-
ents as a display artist in dec-

various areas of the Carolinas at-
tended the Bank of Ridgeway's Six-

(photo by Ferguson}
Com.mermal Bank, Charlotte, N. C.,

to the Bank of Ridgeway on reach-
ing its 60th anniverasry of service
to the community and outlying dis-
tricts; 22 beautiful ﬂoral arrange:

orating Ruff's old Store.

When General Wade Hampton
was campaigning for the gover-
norship in  upper South Carolina
around Lexington, Edgefield and
Ahbeville, there wag considerable

show of Red Shirt, or Hamplon a
Partisan, strength. The Ruff’ *store: S

bought ufles and cartridges fm'
Hampton’s men and its basement
hecame a veritable arsenal. The
near-by modern Ruff store  still
has samples of the old cartridges.
The basement of the old store still
has some of the cartridges dis-
played. A horse and buggy stand
nearby, which could have ‘‘whisk-
ed’” the Red Shirts or ammunition
about the country,

. Mu. _\ommn Pa]mer Jr,, is pre-
paringz an extensive garage and soon
will be res}dy to handle new and
“sick" autbmobiles - Other enterpri-
ses are’ “m; the air.” Go it! We can
put Ridgeway on the map./?/»//,q

tieth Anniversaty, celebration Fri:
day afternoon, took: an. interesting
and informative .tour of the bank
and enjoyed a somal hour. at the.
town's ]ust]y-famous Century House.
There ‘were a host of townspeople
present, a fine representation from
Winnshoro and from other com-
7 On hand to welcome the guests
umties of Falrﬁeld _many of whom ..o officers, directors and per-
B sonnel of the bank which included:
%" Dr. John C. Buchanan, president;
€ James S. Edmunds, vice-president;
W W R, Goodson, executive vice-
X presxdent J. N. Crumpton, ca‘sluer,
= : - e sited: Mrs. James S. I:dmunds, bookkeep-
the historic banking ‘house, whjch er; V. E. Barnett, A. B. ‘Heins
was attractively - decorated for the B. Y. Palmer, D, W. Ruff, Jr., .
gala ' occasion, to be greeted by mnomas, and W. R. Traylor.
officers ‘and the personnel of the| A yooklet given. to the visitors
institution, Here, souvenirs and’ me- oted that the bank’s assets had
mentos  were passed. out and a gy from 4495252 on March 1,
wide variety of m»berestlng exhibits| 1899, to $931,353.32 sixty years later
displayed. Among these were: It was also pointed out that the
A display of currency including bank has paid 'to, its: stockholders
Lills in denominations of $1, $2, $5,‘m dividends $168,990, passmg a
$10, $20, $50, $100, $500, $1,000 $5,000, dividend only one. time in  history
and $10,000; a card that contained (jn 1932).
counterfeit bills, difficult to distin- = After leaving the bank, the guests
guish from the real stuff; a me- repaired to the historic,. multi-pur-
chanical clown that inflated bal- pose Century House, where delight-
loons; a contraption that “blew fyl refreshments were served by
pretty bubbles into the air” in front members of the Rdgeway Garden
of the bank; the original charter, Club.
dated in 1898, under which the bank  Consensus of all seemed to be
is now operating; a certificate of that it had been a good day for the
congratulations from American bank, for Ridgeway and for all of
Fairfield Countv.

ments presented by “other banks
customers, and friends; a fascinat
ing -display of items mhented by

the Goodson family, one of which
dates back to 1837. W. R. Goodson.
executive vice president, has served
the bank continuously for 30 years.




nageway auve
Joins Staff of
Anderson Bank

"Sam A. Taylor, Jr. has :joined
the staff of the Anderson office
of the First National Bank as ad-
ministrative assistant as announc-
ed this week by Donald E. Brown,
chairman of the Board of The

First: National Bank of South Caro- |

]inﬂ., i \ / b() y

Mr. Taylor is' the'.son of Mr.
and Mys. S. “A. Taylor, Sr. of
Ridgeway and attended Ridgeway
High School,’ the University: of
South Carolina and Columbia Bible
College. He has been' active in
church work, being a. membeér of
Aimwell Presbyterian Church of
Ridgeway, and has served -on the
board of deacons wof ‘that' church,
as  superintendent 'of - the Sunday
School and ‘a teacher’of the Adult
Class. He served ' as vice-president
of ithe Men of the, aree Pres-
bytery, and is-also  a- member of
the Ridgeway Masonic' Lodge,
'Mr. Taylor. went to' work with
the. Columbia office! “of First
National Bank' in Columbia in
February, 1953, and has been con-
nected with that office since then.
In 1959 he wag selected to parti-

cipate in the bank’s Executive |

Training Program  from which he
graduated in August, 1960.

Mr. Brown sthted that the An-
derson  office  feels extremely
fortunate in securing the 'services
of a young man of Mr. Taylor's
character and ability.
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IDEA OF RIDGEWAY MAN

E. G. Palmer Worked
Without Pay For
Realization of His
“Dream,” W hich

Many. Line Was
. Completed In 1852.

(By Mrs. 'W. H. Ruff)

In Monday’s State we read in
“Seen Here & There,” “And a rail-
road was built.” One of the roads
mentioned was fhe road from
Charlotte to Columbia, our own
railroad, completed in 1852. Here
is how it began—It was in the
winter about the year 1845. The
candidates.for the legislature and
other  offices aitended a meeting
at old Concord (Baptist church)
Spring. While the meeting was in
progress, Mr. Drury Goya’s wagon
with only two bales of cotton on
it mired down in the rua. 22d had
to be lightened of it's contents.
Gen. Wm. A Owens said to: Mr.
E. 'G. Palmer, “Now is the time
to make your speech for a railroad
taking this as a text.” Mr. Palmer
!prasped the idea. A cotton bale
‘was rolled out and he mounted it
‘and made a rattling talk.

e called attention to the fact
that the mules had been working
.hard all year to make the cotton
and when worn out by the toil and

Was Ridiculed By|

News- Events

In Ridgeway

Paved Streets Enhance Comfort &
Appearance, Town Tomictfl Hon-
ors Highway Department With |

- Dinner. Measles Cut School At-
tendance. |

2[B/ARER

The paving of our streets is
completed. ' Those who realize the
tenacity of the proverbial red clay
of Fairfield can rejoice over the
broad expanse of concréte on Main
Street. A wonderful = addition to’
both comfort and appearance of
our town. Friday will be a gala
day for us.

On Friday evehing the Town |
Council ‘is giving at the home of
our Mayor, Mr. James Edmunds,
a dinner in honor of the Highway
Department and assistants. Mes-
srs, Sawyer, Touli, Williamson ang
MaeMillan will be among the
guests.

Ridgeway Gin Co.

Installs New Gin

The Ridgeway Gin company, of
Ridgeway, . C., announces in this
{ssue of The News and ' Herald
that they have just completed in-

heat of summer, were subjected
'to such treatment as this. “Save
your mules, let. them make the
‘eotton, then turn them out to rest,
let the iron horse haul the ctops
to market.” The idea took like
wildfire. The ball was set in mo-
tion and the next session the Char-
lotte and South Carolina railroad |
was chartered.

When the meeting was held to
organize, 'Mr. McAlily of Chester
asked who was' fool enough to
try to build a road from Columbia
to. Charlotte. Mr. James R. Aiken
assured that he thought Mr. Pal-.
. mer was foolish enough to  try
| and added “Let’s make him presi-
‘dent.”

The election was made and the
road was built. Mr. Palmer was
wrapped up in the success of the
road and I happen to know that he
refused to take a cent of salary as
president while the road was_ build-
ing and probably never did ae-
cept any. The road was surveyed
by Colonel Garnett of Virginia,
and by the Rev. Johnson who so
distinguished himself as engineer
in charge of the defense of Fort
Sumter, rector of St Phillips
church in Charleston, The road
was called in sport, “Palmer’s gin
' house route” on account of the de
flection made in order to follow
the ridge between Columbia and
Chester. ! -

Ridgeway is no secluded hamlet.
The railroad links a great system

of roads, a trunk line, three com-
pleted highways and others in the
making, the highest point between

stalling a mnew all-steel Murray
Gin, the only one of its kind in
Fairfield county. Mr. -D. W. Ruff,
of Ridgeway, manager, stated
while in Winnshoro Monday that
this new gin has Mitchell Txtract-
or Cleaners and Dryers, m_alces
better samples and is.. egpecially
equipped for long ‘staple ' cotton.
Mr. Ruff also stated that as usual
they will buy and exchange seed.
Several days ago-in the Cglupﬂna
State, J. Roy Jones, commissioner
of agriculture, had thig' to say
about gin-cut cotton:

“\More than 16 per cent of South
Carolina’s cotton: crop. was: gin-cut
—_that is, damaged by improper
ginning, or ginning when wet, In
Texas, he said, the gin-cut cotton
amounted to about 4.14 per cent
of the crop; in North Carolina,
7.78 per cent and in Arkansas 3.64
per cent. ‘Some cotton 1s damaged
as much as $10 per bale through
gin-cutting® and some iz scarcely
saleable at all.”

. The Ridgeway Gin company ex-
tends to all farmers and mlqyor;e
interested to visit their gin, locat-
ed in Ridgeway. g//")‘l./(jt




1homas Co. Ubserves
100 Years of Operation

TODAY — This is how the Thomas Company looks
today. Standing in the doorway are Mrs. Laura

By Cathryn Kennedy

With the birth of the new year, the
Thomas Company of Ridgeway has
ushered in its second centennial of
sales and service to the community.

Begun as the I.C. Thomas Company
by Isaac Thomas in 1885, the store,
sold general merchandise of every
description. Trade was conducted on
a seasonal credit basis. “Uncle Tke",
as he was affectionately known, sold
staples  throughout the year and
collected payment in the fall when
cotton was harvested.

“In the early years of the 20th cen-
tury, Thomas & Company gave full-
time employment to between six and
eight adult men, including A. Talley
Moore, Reid Brown, Jones Magill,
Albert Coleman, Prioleau Scott,
Samuel P. Thomas, and Robert
Charlton Thomas, as well as the
owner, Isaac Thomas.. “Mr. Ike”, as
he was known to his clerks, en-
couraged his sales people to buy
stock in the store, which several did.
This enabled them to share in the
profits of the business: Later-on; they
‘sﬂﬂ“’theii‘*‘stbck*hack tos members of

n IR | EFTMREL e £ |

Back in those early days, business,
and therefore Ridgeway, was
booming. By the opening years of
the 20th century, the town was a
flourishing cotton-buying and mer-
cantile center. Six-mule wagon teams
hauled fifteen to twenty 500-1b. bales
of cotton to the cotton yard at the
Ridgeway railway depot, where at
least six cotton buyers competed
with each other to buy the cotton
before it was unloaded. The five
large mercantile establishments of
Ruff, Wray, Ruff & Edmunds, John-
son, and Thomas supplied every need
of farmers over a twenty-mile square
area of lower Fairfield County, and
parts of Richland and Kershaw
counties. The Bank of Ridgeway,
now the oldest bank in Fairfield
County, was opened with Uncle Ike
as vice-president, while numerous
small and specialized businesses
flourished along Main Street and
Railroad Ave. (now Palmer St. and
Dogwood Dr.). The prosperous com-
munity of 400-500 population
boasted two doctors, pharmacies and
pharmacists, a dentist, butchers,
several grocery stores, a shoe-repair

Thomas, vice-president, and Sam Stevenson, manager.

shop, barber shop, ice house, candy
and bread stores, a gunsmith,
blacksmith, livery stable, mortuary,
masonic hall, post office, and hotel.
There were also a cotton gin, saw
mill, and flour mill. A new public
school was built on the site of the old
building on Church Street, a second
bank, the Farmers and Merchants
was opened, and ‘a weekly
newspaper;~Fhe~ Fairfield- News,
was published for a year or more in
Ridgeway.

Isaac. Thomas

Isaac Couturier Thomas was born
in 1853 at Mount Hope, the family
plantation near Ridgeway. His
people had come to Ridgeway from
the town of St. Stephens in the low
country. Too young to serve in the
War Between the States, Isaac
nevertheless remembered how, as a
young boy of ten, he watched Sher-
man’s march through Ridgeway, and
the pillage of Mt. Hope by Union
soldiers while his mother and sisters,
aunts and cousins shut themselves
up anxiously in the parlor, fearing

far thair cafatyr and srandawnine



ned.

As a young man, Isaac Thomas
began his business career as a clerk
and bookkeeper in a mercantile store
in Doko, now Blythewood. He then
worked briefly with the A.F. Ruff
Company at Ridgeway before star-
ting his own business. Before 1855 he
rented a small building at the corner
of Church and Main streets in
Ridgeway, just across from the
present Thomas Company store. He
soon built the two-story frame store
on the corner, facing Main Street at
Church Street, now the site of the
present brick store, erected in 1911.
The earlier frame building was
moved east, facing Church Street,
and- used as a warehouse for the
main store until it became an an-
tique shop ten years ago.

Operated for fifteen years as the
I.C. Thomas Company, Merchant and
Cotton Buyer, the name was changed
to Thomas & Company when Uncle
Ike’s nephew, Robert Charlton
Thomasjoined him in the business.
Later, the name was changed to The
Thomas Company, Inc., which it
holds to the present day.

Over the years, Uncle Ike built a
reputation for honesty, fairness, and
integrity which has been handed
down from generation to generation,
and which The Thomas Co. still en-
joys to this day. Always known for
just a moderate mark-up on prices,
Uncle Ike never allowed his clerks to
mark up more than a certain percen-
tage, even when he was able to get
higher prices for his merchandise.
Although Uncle Ike operated on the
“lien system”, he only took his
payments in crops or articles which
were not family necessities, despite
he current practice of some mer-
‘hants of his day who would
oreclose on the family milk cow or
mule, leaving people in disastrous
circumstances.

Present day families of great-
grandchildren of the first L.C.
Thomas Co. customers trade in the

store because their families have
traded there for generations, and
that's 2 long time to keep customers
happy. Many local people were
reared in houses completely fur-
nished with furniture and appliances
bought at the store. It's obvious that
a special rapport between customer
and store has grown and flourished

T

‘down through the centennial years.

Uncle Ike retired from Thomas &
Co. before his death in 1921, and
Robert Charlton Thomas headed the
company until his death in 1951. His
son, Robert Walton Thomas (Bob),
Jjoined the firm in 1933, two years
out of college and having some ex-
perience in sales with Watkins
Products. Bob began working in the
store for' $40 a. month. In 1934, he
borrowed $750 to buy 10 percent of
the store. At that time his great-
uncle owned 20 percent and his
father owned 70 percent. He
gradually acquired more stock, and
after 1951, when his father died, Bob
became president of the company,
began buying out his brothers’ and.
sisters’ shares, and became sole
owner of the business in 1961. Robert
Walton Thomas, Jr., (Robert) joined
his father in the family business in
1969, after a three-year sojourn of
study in Germany following his
graduation from the University of
the South. He is the fourth
generation of this family to have
operated the mercantile business
during the last 100 years.

In addition to family members,
The Thomas Company has given a
number of young people employment
on a part-time and fulltime basis.
This has allowed them to complete
advanced education and go on to
varied careers in sales and service.
This list includes, among others, Sam
and Rebecca Dixon, Claudie Cobper,
Wesley Starnes, Montez Hudson,
Mary Carolyn Peay and Georgia
Peay. ‘

Present-day employees include
Manager Sam Stevenson, who has
been with the business about 14
years; Norris Hare, in charge of
deliveries,and appliance installation,
who has faithfully served the com-
pany for 41 wyears; Robert W.
Thomas, Jr.; Laura Thomas, vice-
president; and Robert W. Thomas,
Sr., president, retired.

The years have seen the business
change. It ceased to buy cotton in the
mid-1930s, after the sale of electric
appliances became an important
part of the business. Farm supplies
are now a small part of the stock,
although a wide assortment of
household items continue to fill the
shelves, including work clothes and
boots, shoes, groceries, heaters,
kerosene, window shades and cur-
tain rods, and lawn items.

takes care of the office work and
bookkeeping, feels there is still a
place for the general store. Offering
merchandise on credit to people in
the community at moderate credit
terms allows those on limited
salaries to have a better standard of
living, says Mrs, Thomas. People like
to be able to buy at home and enjoy
modern appliances. Mrs. Thomas ad-
ds, “The store has always tried to be
good to the community, and the
commumty has always been loyal to
the store.”

ITHE THOMAS 0.
50 YEARS OLD

Is Celebrating Anmverszuy
- With Big Sale At Store
In Rldgeway g i

OLgam?cd fifty years ago by
the late Isaac C._Thomas, The
Thomas Company of Ridgeway is
celebrating its fiftieth anniversary.
On the back page of this issue
will be found the advertisement of
this firm, inviting their old friends
as ‘well as many new ones
to come in and take advantage of
‘the many bargains they are of-
fering in staple merchandise. It
has alwdys been the policy of the
management of this store to sell
only reliable merchandise at a reas-
onable profit, and they hope to
merit the frlendshjp of their cus-
tomers for many years to come.
The business is now under the man-
agement of R .C. Thomas, assist-
ed by his son, Robt. 'W. Thomas,
and they, with Mr. Lemaster, Mr.
‘Coleman and Mr. Hinnint are al-+
ways glad" to, have their friends
drop in, j
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An old valance hangs in
the window of Ruff’s
Hardware Store in
Ridgeway. The Ruffs,
above, celebrate the
anniversary of the store,
which has been in their
family for 150 years.
From left are Walter
Ruff, his wife, Nancy,
and sons, John and Dan.

THANK. 10U FOR
1 NOT
‘11 SMOKING
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Dan Ruff services a telephone customer in the present
store.

Ruff’s has been mainstay

in Ridgeway for 150 year:

' By RON WENZELL

State Staff Writer

RIDGEWAY

For 150 years there’s been a
Ruff’s store in Ridgeway and a Ruff
behind the cash register to wait on
customers.

Walter Ruff, the owner of Ruff
and Co., started working there in
1930, when he was 9 years old.

“I helped my father after school
and on weekends,” he recalls. “I'd
sweep up and keep the showcases
clean.”

The country was in the grip of the
Depression, and Ruff has vivid mem-
ories of his father helping townspeo-
ple survive the hard times.

“The recessions we have today
can't compare with the Great Depres-
sion,” Ruff said. “Large numbers of
people were going to bed hungry. I'll
never forget one family. They had a
crop failure and there were 10 chil-
dren in the family. My father gave the
children clothes at no charge.”

The elder Ruff also started a gro-
cery route, delivering food in a horse-
drawn wagon to people too poor to
come to the store and buy it.

“Delivery days were Tuesday and
Thursday,” Ruff said. “Eggs were
five cents a dozen, for those who could
pay it. It cost a dime for a package of

sugar and a bag of coffee.”

Today, Ruff and Co. is two stores
— a furniture store and a True Value
Hardware which face each other on
Palmer Street, the town’s main
thoroughfare.

Ruff and his wife, Nancy, are lov-
ers of history and antiquity. She is
interested in genealogy and has accu-
mulated old family photos and re-
cords. He has ledgers and invoices
dating back to the 1800s.

She has a copy of a story from the
May 22, 1867 edition of the Ridgeway
News and Herald which describes
Ruff's warehouse as, “being filled

sfrom garret to cellar with corn, ba-
icon, sugars,

bales and boxes of
goods.”
The same article pictures founder

il David H. Ruff as a man, “with iron
¢ energy, vigilant to the smallest mat-

= | ters, always on the go and never tired.

 business.

John Ruff examines a centurv-old seed packet which is

His motto is, ‘attend to your business
and let a man of business attend to his

The first Ruff’s store was built
about 1840. Next to the current hard-
ware store, it is still in use as a ware-
house. Tradition has it that during the
Civil War, the old wooden building

- served as a Confederate arsenal.

The hardware store was built in
1901. It has been remodeled se_ve_aral

“Our inventory has changed
people’s needs have changed,” Ru
said. “We're thought of now as a har
ware, feed and seed store.

“When I was a boy, we sold ever
thing from groceries, home remedi
and dry goods to farm supplies ai
wood-burning cook stoves. Trav
wasn't nearly as easy as it is tod:
and folks would buy several weeks
months supply of goods.”

Ruff can remember whe
Ridgeway had only four automobile
“Everyone else used horses and wa
ons to get around.”

In the lean economic times of t!
1930s, most of the store’s custome
used their crops and livestock as cre
it, Ruff said. “They’d buy what the
needed on credit until their crop w:
harvested.”

It wasn’t unusual for customers
spend the better part of a day brow
ing and shopping, he said. In tho:
days, a lot of customers had a partic
lar salesperson they wanted to he
them and would wait, no matter ho
long it took, until that clerk wi
available.

Most of the customers patronizir
the hardware store today are loce
Ruff said. The furniture store, whic
became part of Ruff’s in 1938, ge
most of its trade from the Columb:
metropolitan area and Rock Hill.

Except for service in World War
and going away to school, Walter Ru
has spent his life in Ridgeway, worl
ing at the store.

He succeeded his father — Dani
Walter Ruff — as the store’s manage
in 1956, and his sons, Dan and Johi
will succeed him. Furniture is John
specialty while Dan works mostly i
the hardware store.

Dan and John are the latest in th
long line of Ruffs to enter the famil
business.

The company’s founder, David I
Ruff, was born near Blythewood i
1796. A surveyor, cotton buyer an
merchant, he also is credited wil
building Ridgeway's first Methodi:
church.

David Ruff had a partner, Josep
Lauhorn, and the store was originall
called Ruff and Lauhorn, but change
its name to Ruff and Ruff in 18¢
when a nephew, Adam Fletcher Ruf
bought into the business.

David Ruff died in the late 187(
and Adam Ruff continued to run tt
store as A.F. Ruff and Co. until shor
ly after the turn of the century whe
his nephews, Herbert and Walt
Ruff, took charge.

Daniel Walter Ruff, father of

______ b nrrmne faload Ala flae. aFL






Six genemti9ns of Ruffs have been waiting on customers at Ruff and Company in Ridgeway. The fifth generatioh i
are (left to right) Nancy and Walter Ruff, and the sixth generation, their sons, are John and Dan Ruff. e

Six generations: -
Ruff and Co. celebrates 1
years and still going strong

The pre-Civil War notion of
an old country store conjures
up images of a hodgepodge of
merchandise from clothing,
groceries, drugs and hardware
to farm implements. Merchan-
dising has changed a lot since
the days of the open cracker
barrel and cheese and soap
both being sold by the pound.

In most places the general
store is remembered as a
pleasant and important part of
the past, but in Ridgeway a
slice of that Americana
remains. Altered somewhat in
keeping with the times, but
there nevertheless.

Ruff and Company remains
a viable part of the Ridgeway
economy. You can’t buy your

groceries there now, but a few

snack items remain on the
shelves. The emphasis has
gradually shifted over the
years and Walter Ruff and his

family now focus on hardware
and name brand furniture and
carpets. There are some jeans

: and shoes to be had.

The setting has not changed
all that much. At least not
since the early 1900’s when
the current building was built.
It has been added on to a time
or two, and the second floor is
now relegated to duty as a
storeroom. The original build-
ing still stands with the front
part set up as sort of a
museum of the store’s past.

In the old store you can see
hand made seed racks still full
of packages, many dated
before the turn of the century.
An old crank telephone is
mounted on the front wall just
inside the front door. Many of
the items in the old store were
found in the attic as well as
memorabilia from the family of
Walter Ruff’s wife. Nancv.

Rifle cartridges were found
in the basement of the old
store. During the Civil War
days Ruff’s Store as it was
known then bought rifles and
ammunition for Wade
Hampton’s Red Shirts. The
basement of the store was

reputed to have been a
veritable arsenal in those
days.

The old store, the first to be
built in Ridgeway, was known
as Ruff and Lauhorn when it
was built in 1841. The found-
ing Ruff was David H. Ruff
who was born in 1796 near
Blythewood in an area known
then as Doko. Ruff’s partner
was a nephew, Joseph
Lawhorn. David Ruff never
married, but after the close of
the Civil War another nephew,
Adam Fletcher Ruff, joined
David in the business and it
became known as Ruff and




Just a few years later a man
by the name of Thomas Ellison
Cloud began working at the
store and it briefly took the
name of Ruff and Cloud. By
the late 1880’s the store had
become known as A. F. Ruff
and Co., the name that can
still be found on the office safe
in use today. A. F’s nephews,
Herbert and Walter, had gone
to work in the store after their
father’s death in the Civil War.

When A. F. left Ridgeway
and moved to Rock Hill, he
turned the store over to Her-
bert and Walter. Walter’s son,
D. W. Ruff, who had worked in
the store as a boy, joined the
firm after World War I. The
store was now known as Ruff
Mercantile. About that time a
man named Blake Boyd be-
came involved in managing
the store briefly. ,

After the death of Herbert
and Walter Ruff, D. W. and his
brother-in-law, P. R. Scott, took
over' the store. Later, Ruff’s
son, Walter, the present owner,
took over the store. Water, the
great-great-great nephew of
founder David Ruff, was joined
in the 1980’s by his sons, Dan
and John.

Walter, who will be 70 later
this year, went to work in the
store when he was nine years-
old. He has seen a majority of
the changes in the merchan-
dising at the store.

As a boy he remembers
when cotton was the mainstay
of the small farms that dotted
the landscape as far as the eye
could see. Most are now all
grown over and gone forever.
The families, some share crop-
pers, bought everything they
needed at one store.

“The customers were loyal
then,” Ruff said, “They would
come into the store with a list
of things they needed, strings
to mark the length of shoes
they needed for their children.
They only came to town every
six or eight weeks. If we didn’t
have something, they went
home without it until the next
time.”

At the time the store did
carry - everything a family
would need, from caskets on. It
was not unusual for the store
to take a chattel mortgage on
that year’s cotton crop. When

they..orougne (1L ..L0  Le . Juill,
whic¢h rwas' also part ' of Ruff
and ‘Company, they would-sell

the crop and settle up their'ac-

count.

Over the years Walter Ruff
has seen merchandise lines
dwindle down to those that
they could sell well. Groceries
were discontinued for the most
part about 15 years ago. The
cotton mill building stands,
but in the last decade or so all
the machinery has been sold.

At the same time the store
has expanded, too. The
hardware line has taken over
most of the building built in
1901. Furniture, which con-
tinued to sell well, has been
moved to several adjoining
storefronts across the street.
While the hardware store
primarily serves Ridgeway and
the surrounding area, their
furniture draws customers
from all over the Midlands and
even from Georgia.

“We give them good mer-
chandise for a reasonable
price,” says Walter Ruff.

Part of the reasonable price
stems from the low overhead.
You won’t be besieged by
anxious clerks on commission.
In fact, unless you ring the
doorbell by one of the front
doors of the furniture
showrooms, you might not
even see a clerk which would
be Ruff, himself, or one of his
two sons. They along with
their mother and one full time
employee, Claude Junior Bel-
ton do it all.

Walter Ru.ﬂ’” l.ool;émt.hro.l;g'h‘ oﬁeI of the old catalogues for

‘Walter didn’t encourage his
sons to join him in the busi-
ness. That was a decision, he
says, they made all on their
own. Dan, a 1978 graduate of

Erskine College, drifted away
for a few years, but drifted
back to the family business.
John graduated from Clemson
in 1983 and came home to the
business, too. gy o

“It seemed just the natural
thing to do,” John said. He was
first majoring in engineering,
but later changed to business
management.

Dan’s wife, Karen, lent her
decorating skills in helping to
prepare the store for this
week’s anniversary celebra-
tion.
~ The only one of Ruff’s three
children to break stride with
the family tradition is
daughter, Nancy Ruff
Campbell. She’s a registered
nurse and is a national vice
president of an Arizona-based
healthcare  company. - But,
she’ll be here this week for the
150th  anniversary of a

Ridgeway, no make that an
American, institution.

It will be interesting to see
what the seventh generation
will bring.

men’s suits that used to be available at the store.






(Revxewed by Charles E;l?vnrd 'Thomas, Rldgeway Natlve)

/ Cruprg Defenses,” the

oxrs and Reminiscences of Colonel
John Logan Black; . Confederate
States Army, formerly of Ridgeway,
‘has been: edited by Eleanor D. Mc-
Sw f Macon, Georgia. This is a
Val and important- contiibution:
to Ioc istory and to the enormous
number of valuable Confederate doc-
uments being published during"the
centennial of that devastatmg yet.
fascmating war.

The 133 page volume is based on|
the notebooks of Col. Black written

in pencil in 1882 for the benefit}

o£ his . children. They were -owned
by his eldest daughter, the ‘Jate
M.artha ‘Le Compte Black (Mrs.
:Harry W. DesPortes) of Ridgeway.
Shortly before her daughter and not
long before her Ridgeway home
:Was burned, Mrs. ‘“Mattie’”” Des-
Portes gave the notebooks to her
kinswoman, Miss Elizabeth English,
librarian at the University of South
‘Carolina. In 1954 Miss English gave
the Bldck notebooks 'to Mrs. Elea:
nor D. McSwain, thé author “of
“Crumbhng Defenses,” and the wife
,of Col. Black’s grandson, Horace
Taurens: McSwain, II. They are now
avanlable in print for the first time.

John Logan Black was born in
York S..C., July 12, 1830, the son
of James Augustus Black and Eliz-
abeth Sarah Logan. Col. Black’s
grandfather, Joseph Black came to
‘Abbeville District from Pennsyl-
vania, as a Revolutionary soldier..
He married Mary Burnett.. Their
eldest son, James A:*Black,.Was
born in. Abbeville in 1793,[and sexv—

ed in the War of 1812 :He owned!

King’s Mountain Iron:Works,in Y'ork
County. He died in Washington,
C., April 3, 1847, while' serving as

a Congressman from South Carolina..

Joseph Black and Jam_es Augustus
Black, .grandfather and father of
Col. John Logan Black, are buried
in the churchyard of the First Pres-
byterian Church, Columbia.

Col. Black was a cadet at the
United States Military Academy at
West Point from 1850 to 1853, when
General Robert E. Lee was super-
intendent. Col. Black’s rcommate at
West Point was James Abbott Whist-
ler, who did sketches .in some of
Col. Black’s cadet notebooks. He
was later’ famous for his painting,
known now as “Whistler’s Mother.”

Soon after dropping out of West|-
Pomt John Black married ‘on De-
cember :22, 1853, his cpusm, Mary

Pedy’ Black.J§ife was born in Col-|:

umbxa, May 26, 1833, daughter of
Joseph Addxson Black and ;Martha
Kezxah Peay The latter was the
daughter of Col. Austin Ford Peay||
fFlint ; Hill on the Wateree, and
builder. of the -fabulous Melrose" in
Longtown ‘This massive mansion |l
known as ‘the “Palace” or “Peay’s|,
Folly" ‘was ‘said ‘to .cover ' three-|!
quarters;of an acre and to be the
largwt dwelling in the’ state It was
burned by Shermani’s .army in. 1865.

#Col. Black and ‘his bride, the form-|.
| er ‘Mary Peay Black - lived at
Ridgeway. They. became the. par-
ents of . ten children, four died young,
and are. burzed ‘with Col. and Mrs.
Black in’ Aimwell Cemetery. Ridge-
way, where Col. Black’s towering
monument is the commanding storie
m the: cemetery ‘Mrs. Black died
March 17, 1881. After her death
Col. ‘Black. married Eugenia Talley
Jenl-nhs hxs first wife’s cousin. They
‘had one’ daughter Col. Black died
on- March 25, 1%02. Two of Col.
‘Black’s daughters by his first wife!

Compte Black married Harry W.|
DesPortes, and Eumce Black mar-
rned John Davis Palmer. These two
daughters -are buried at St. Ste-
phen’s prscopal Ohurch Rldgeway,
where there are memorials to Mrs.
Martha LeCompte Black DesPortes.
Both have descendants in the state.

the Confederate Army in 1861, and

South Carolina Cavalry, under Gen-
eral Wade Hampton Douglas South-
all Freeman in the' opening -chapter
of volume III of. ‘‘Lee’s Lieuten-
ants’’ describes Col. ‘Black leading

D. | his South Carolina Cavalry toward -

the Potomac with the - Army  of
Northern Virginia . . . “a sight that
made. veterans catch their 'breath
and stare -and lift their hats in ad-
miration. Hampton s regiments were
cormng up ‘in magnificent order. On
thes nght in advance was Cobb’s!
Legion under Pxerce Young; in sup-;
port,” andv almost  enechelon, was|
Black’s First South Carolina

SWeepmv ‘in splendor across the
fleld ‘abreast of Hamptons column:

.,vfl‘he enem_y withdrew. .
. Hampton was still advancmg e
Dr. Freeman concludes.

{ One of the high ' points ~ of Col.
,Black's memoirs is his description

lived in . Ridgeway. Martha Le-i

~Col. Black was commissioned in'

was ;Hart's horse xllery”
"‘?Y ng.and Blagilressed stralght

3of ‘Rhett’s Regiment ‘‘a mos* X~

Gct:tysburg I'here- saw'

rof Battle

| cthree men ‘grouped * together, 1m-

mortal names on the ‘pages’ of
ﬁuture history. General Lee was
standing ~with his back to me.
{He was the best'looking, of course.
For me; he was the best looking man
.in" the 'universe — that I always
[knew Longstreet wag fat and full.
{A. P. Hill rather slender. I neVer
saw him again or was nearer to
him -thap at that time. Duectly the
"conference ended and all three turn-
.ed to leave, each in separate direc-
tion and each on foot. As General
Lee turned toward me I advanced
and saluted him. He returned the
isalute and shook hands, and turn-
ing, called Gen. Longstreet and in-
troduced me to Gen. L.’and said

| ‘commend Col. B. to you as
onCe a cadet under me at West
Point.” .

The Memou's are also full of ref-
erences, to Fairfield men. Col. Black
refers to General* Barksdale remind:
ing him of Governor John Hugt
Means, natwe of Fairfield anc
governor ‘of South Carolina, 1850-52,
and colonel of the 17th South Caro-
lina Volunteers, who was killed at
the battle of Second Manassas.

Tvnce wounded, first at Upper-

,ville and. later and more _seriously
at Brandywine - Station, Col Black
was ordered-back to South Carolina,
) much to his dissatisfaction. Enroute
he .stopped in Richmond at the Ex-
change Hotel, rented as a soldiers’
house by the state of South Carolina’
and -kept by “that most excellent
gentleman, George H. McMaster of
Winnsboro, and supplied by chari-

assigned to the 1st Regiment of|tahle contributions from our people

at home. My entire command was
fed by Mr. McMaster,” Col. Black
concludes. '

Later Col. Black was in command
of units guarding Charleston from|
James Island, Here- Col. leham
Hans Campbell commanded Legare’ 5
Point. A native of Fairfield, Co‘l
Campbell before the ‘war became
a lawyer and newspaper editor in
Greenville, He signed the. Ordmance
of Secession for Greenville County
. In 1870, Col. Campbell became-: an
i Episcopal minister, first serving- St
| John's, Winnsboro, and St. Stephen s,
. Ridgeway, until 1875, when he be-
| carne. rector ‘of St. Paul’s,.. Charles-
ton, where he served until hxs death
in 1901 TSI

Anobher Faxrfield related offlcer' at'
Legares Point was Capt. -Gaill !

cellent. officer and, accomphshedA
gentleman,” accordmg to!Col: Black.
He was granted a ten days leave to

of General Lee, Longstreet and Hill]
: , ‘go home and marry. This was Capt.
‘at Gettysburg. In Col. Black’s own Gaillard}s only visit. thh his bride,



10r ne wds K.un_u QU DELLDILYLLE, LN,
C., after the evacuatmn of Charles:
ton.

The Memoirs are full of stories
that add to the horrors’of war, but
there are - numerous--instances of;
Col. Black's compassion and kmd—
. nesses to his soldiers, his mderhes
| and his devotion to his family. At.
the height of the bombardment of
Charleston by the Federals, Col.i
Black received news of the birth’
of his daughter, Leile, on July 8,
1864. Showing the dispatch to Gen-
eral Talliferro beside him on the
l'gun platform, the General read it,
| and said, ‘it ought to have been a
boy to make up for some of our
losses of the day.”

, Col. Black’s Memoirs are a valu-
able addition to South Carolina up-
country history, and to Confederate
color, gallantry and loyalty. It will
| remain an important Fairfield Coun-
ty source book. The author also
pays tribute to assistance she re-
ceived from the late Mrs. Eunice

(Black) Palmer, and Mrs. Henrietta
Eleanor (DesPortes) Peay, both of
Ridgeway, daughter and granddaugh-

ter of Col. Black, respectively.

There is a fine picture of Col. Black
~as a frontispiece to the book.

The following is a description. of
life at Ridgeway as seen by the
Sage of Fairfield, ‘‘Mossy Dale,”
in & news letter to The News and
Herald: i

“Speaking of Ridgeway, I reckon |
there were more money and more
families 'in the class: of theUpper)
Ten ;than could be found ‘in. any!
other town of the same size. There

were the Davises, the Palmers, the
Edmunds, the DesPortes, the Ruffs,
ihe Thomases, the Kennedys, the
Johnsons, Meares,
Wrays, and many others. If they
‘had pooled their money they could
}have bought a big share of Colum-

|bia.”

Bolicks, - the.

She Will Be 91 on bept 16

VPlans are going forward to restore
a little house, next to the Preshy-
terian Church in Longtown, it honor
of its former owner who taught for
many years in the schools of Fair-
ficld county. A committee (the names
appear.at the end of this article) has
been appointed and the purpose is to
pay tribute to Mrs. Martha White
Moore (Mrs. George E.), distinguish-
ed senior citizen and longtime teacher
at Iougtown and Ridgeway, on’ her
O1st birthday (Scpt 16).

Born“in Anchorage, Kentucky, a
suburb of ‘Louisville, on Sept. 16,
1871, Mrs. Moore is the daughter of
the late Rev. Mr. William Gardner
White and Mrs. Mary Estelle White.
Her education was broad and varied
for this ecarly period. She attended
Miss Martin's = School  for Young
Ladies in Columbia and continued her
higher cducation at the institute which
is now Salem College, in Winston-
Salem, N. C. She also studied at The
Conservatory of Music in Baltimore.

While still a young lady, Martha
White moved to California to join
her faniily. (A brother had just re-
tmucd from China where he served
as‘a smss;onar; ) Later, 'Miss White
came back to’ South Carolina and was
married to the late George E. Moore
of Ridgeway. They reared two fine
sons, George E. Moore, Jr., and Wil-
liam Ray Moore; both are married
and reside in Columbia. She has two
grandsons, Nelson Moore and William
Ray Maore, Jr.

. Mrs. Moore
gwlule resxdu'l

taught kmdcrgartcn
California and u

R:dgcway five years and in the Long-
town graded’ school 23 years. She
also taught in the schools in the Leb-
anon community of Fairfield and in
Waxhaw County, N. C. For 47 years,
she was organist of the Longtown
Presbyterian: Church, 'Here, several
generations were inspired by the beau-
tiful music she 'rendered on the old-
fashioned church organ. She was
truly the minister of music at church,
at weddings and at funecrals. She
taught music privately to a number
of students' in Ridgeway and Long-
town.

To kuow Mrs. Moore is to love her.
Her  beautiful Christian  spirit, her
runselfishness and her desire to con-
| tinue to live for others are traits of
|character which drew friends and
{relatives, pupils and associates close

/61(09/

Martha White Moore Cottage To Be
Restored Honor of Former Teacher

?iloumg semccl P ddnahqn of“'

i to her. Those who studied under her
will consider’ it a privilege to honor

her by helping to restore the l:ltle
home in which she ]wcd for 27 ycars |
This home will stand’ for _the "prin-'
ciples’ which she practiced and  will
be an ‘inspiration to the many young
people who are privileged to atfend
Camp Longridge and Longtown Prcs-
byterian Church

(Through the cdurtcs'}" of - The,
News and Herald, which is cxrculatcdl
in many scctlom of South Carolina
and in other states, the letter whichi
follows is Ibc;ng printed in the hopes
it may reach many. whose addresses
are not available to the committec. |
Mrs. Moore's present address is 2614 |
Kiawah Avenue, Columbia, S. C. All
communications concerning the birth-
day celebration should be addressed
to any member of the committee list-
ed in the letter below at Rldgcww,
O G Y dakier T e
; i * %k
“4 DOLLAR A SCHOLAR”

A cute little house by the side of
the road, next door to Longtown
Presbyterian Church, and now a part
of Camp Longridge, was -the home
of one who meant a Breat dcal in
vour life — your ‘teacher — Mrs.
Martha W[uf.e Moore (Mrs, George
E. Moore) who will be 91 years of
age -on September 16, In this. home
she lived, loved and served her Mak-
cr and her fellowman for a- number
of years as instructor in the Long-
town Graded . School after. . having
taught also in R:dgeway. Wouldn't
it. be: v.ondcrfu[ o he]p restore this
hom 'as M'u' a ;W 1t" ‘Moorc Cot-

A
DOLLAR A SCHOLAR would add
a substantial sum to ‘the amount al-
ready contributed for this great cause.
Funds will ‘be used now to begin re-
storing the house.

Plans are being made to cclebrate
September 16 as Martha White Maore
Day at Longtown = Presbyterian
Church and Longridge. Scholars. rel-
atives, and friends are invited to
come and bring a picnic dinner.

Marie P. Jenes, Chairman |
J. N.. Crumpton,
Co-chairman :
Mrs. W. C. Edmunds
Mrs. Dorothy Col_&:ﬁi:m
Mrs. Sidney Smith

Mr. and Mrs. C. B. Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Dixon
Mrs. Mary E. Jones ‘Ward

Treasurer
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Made Ridgeway Roiliond Reahty

.~ (By RATHLEEN

LEWIS SIJOAN ) \

In the churchyard of St. Stephen’s

Episcopal Church at Ridgeway,
S. C., lies the first president of the
Charlotte and South Carolina Rail-
road. His remains are encased in a
metallic casket provided at the time
of his death by the Southern Rail-
‘way which in 1894 assumed control
‘of the small railroad he had nourish-
ed and' cherished and help build
from its infancy, and which he
served from 1845 to 1855 as pres-
ddent,

Thg church itself he established
and built with money he obtained
from friends and relatives in ‘the
low country of South Carolina, and
‘with the Thomas and Davis families
of BRidgeway who helped do the
work. The stained glass window ov-
er. the altar of St. Stephens 1s
dedicated {to him.

Not too far away are his dosccm
dants in goodly number who are
clanned together in homesteads on
his original acres. These — his fam-
ily — speak intimately of “grand-
father” — as they refer fo Edward
Gendron Palmer — almost - as if
he lived yesterday instead of a

hundred years ago. This is plausible,
because his personal effects, books
are undisturbed and his home “Val-
encia”, on the edge of the town of
Ridgeway, calmly awaits the next
generation from its lofty brow of

a high hill overlooking wide valleys |

and ridges.

With the exception. of the large
library and smoker, with two: upper
bedrooms for guests, which were
housed in a separate building to the
right of the house and which has
been torn away, “Valencia” is just
the same as it was when it was
built for the Palmers by a firee
Negro 'man named Holmes, from
Charleston.

From the top of its thl it peers
almost. as if looking over its glass-
es, to the tree-studded valleys which
were once cotton fields tilled by the
slaves. A little to the left of the
front rt:co down the drop of a
hll], ,sbaod lhe gin to \’c‘hICh the cot-
ton . from his 6,000, ac-rc:; and that
of;ne:ghbor;mg planters was bmught

-Inside the drawing room, on the
right, the view is magnificent, so

ptetty that the name for the house
was conceived on the spot. by a bro-
ther, of Mrs, Palmer who, ;at that
time had: recently returned from
Spain. *‘Valencia,” however, co-
incided with what the Palmers were
seekmg, “good health.”

The drawmg room is untouched
by the 20th century, except that its
walls now are hung with .interesting
mementow of the old colonel — an
honorary title he held; and a glass
cabinet, flanking the log-burning
flreplace, has been added to hold
curios. Among thess are a sil-
houette _of Colonel Palmer cut by
a’ woman w:thout hands, usmg her
‘feet for the tools of her trade; his
framed: citizenship papers signed by
Presxdenl; Andrew Johnson. restormg
him as a citizen of the United States
following ‘the -end of the Civil War;
a lock of John C. Calhoun's hair
which was presented as a custom
of the period to his friend Joseph
Woodward (whose daughter mamed
his son) who was a pall bearer at
the statesman’s funeral; and Col-
onel Palmer’s eye glasses.

“Valencia” was the home built
for Colonel and Mrs. Palmer after
they had first settled at “‘Blooming-
dale’’ on Dutchman’s: Creck several
miles from Newlands, now Ridge-
way. There they had come from St.
James Parish, Charleston  district,
as the first settlers in that part of
the upcountry of South Carolina in
search of a more healthful climate.
But the death of a child prompted
the move to higher ground away
from the low-lands of the river-like
creek. i

His lands increased te plantation-
like numbers, and official records
listed him as one eof seventy-two
men in the state owning between
300-500 slaves. That they received
competent and tender care is ev-
idenced by his account books show-l
ing amounts of food and clothing |
regularly issued and the number |
of blankets and comlforters received
by individual families. ’

The slaves — as well as his lands
—increased so rapidly that just prior
to secession of South Carolina in
the movement of which he was not
a protagonist but later succumbed, |
he had made plans to acquire other |
holdings in Mississippi on which |
they could live. This move, of course, |
was thwarted by the war. |

His home was not burned by Sher-
man's army which paid a more or
less social call on “Valencia.” The
colonel was not at home, having
left just previously with a load of
fine china, erystal and silver which
he hoped te save from the ma-
rauders. His mission was not ac-
complished, however,, as in the






“dark c”orneri of  Fairfigld- Cotinty
he ran, into -the: other part:‘of the
army.. .which “had- cnrcumvented Co-
lumbm' All was not lost, though, 135
the -colanel 'in anger. npped his
watch . from his pocket, throwing
it far, far into the fields. Long .after
‘the war it was ploughed from a field;
-and returned to his family. .- |
* Mrs. Palmer, a renowned hostess,
.served the soldiers breakfast. In so
doing, she perhaps saved her home,
“but lost the smoke-house full of meat

whxch was loaded in the finest car-

riage and dnven .lway 'with a

hearty, soldierly’ “good-bye! ‘we left

you a little!” ]
"' THE RAILROAD :

After Edward G. Palmer came to
Ridgeway and. began to grow cottop !
and other agriculturat products, he
felt the nged for a railroad through-
the area was 1mperat1ve » M

Tﬁe omgmal xdea for the Charlotte
and South Carolina Raﬂroad of
course, came from the same pro- b
moters of the Charleston to Ham-j
burg Rallroad But it was such- men -
as E. G. Palmer of - Ridgeway,
Nicholas- Peay of Longtown, Col-,
onel .Wade Hampton of- Columbia, '
Colonel W. J. Taylor of Camden,
and: John A. Bradley.of Chester,. all
South Carolinians, .who Jomed with |

i

.make the railroad a reality.

a group from North .Carqlina to

They attended an 'initial meeting
at Hibernian Hall in Charleston
June 12, 1847, where the advantages
in relatxon to the prop0sed railroad:
\vere heard In the group present
that -day was Samuct McAlily—the:
man who later inquircd “Who would
be fool enough to try to build a rau-
road’"

‘Someone' pointed iout that E. G.
Palmer . would be fool enough. .
. Why fiot?. He believed as all the

other.. producers did: that .cost .of |'

transportatxon ate up most of the
profits. He spoke on behalf of the
railroad all over- the state ‘

‘About 1845; - candidates for the
South Cax;olinh Assembly_and other
posts wez:e attendmg . 4. political
rally at. old Conobrd Sprmg {Bap-.
tist Church) in’ Fanrfield County. at
the height of winter's worst wea-
ther. ...

A farmers wagon, ,loadeq thh
only two -average-sized ' baleé
cotton, .mired. up._to the _axles. Just
as the meeting grew warm and the
speeches eloquent. . All hands' had
to spring-to-the rescue. Not a man

: qjlxrgg an. opportumty E..G. Palm-
i‘atoolg( instant advantage of the

tion; d,; usmg the .in-

December 19 1848, to eharter the
rallroad y ]

‘though the road was. surveyed by
a Colonel Garnett, -of Virginia  and
Ly the Rev. thn Johnson rector of
St. Phllllps Charleston, engineer, of
the defense of Charleston harbor,,
Mr. Palmer aided -in.the initial
work.. Minutes of the original sur-
vey in his handwriting show" the
cxtreme interest he had in the un-
dertaking,

"He gave the services of his slaves
in the actial constmct.on, an action’
which was common to plantatlon
owners to “‘pitch i’ with every 'aid.
Many men slaves pushing wheel |
barrows as lightly as if they were
feathers and' many women slaves
with - gallon capacity aprons - couldl
“tote”" away a lot of dirt in a few!
months’ time, Timber used in thev
constructldn of--the railroad was’
also & precious commodity, and Mr. |
‘Palmer gave generously of his hard- |
hearted pines. i |

When subscriptton d ay rolled
jarqund, Mr. Palmer was present ‘to
‘denate . money, because his. enthusi-
asm-had never waned from the first
mentxon

He felt the rallroad should touch
as ‘many of the large plantat:ons as

ssible betskeen/ Columbia and

harlotte, N.. C., “and. this accounts
for the hump.easily- discernible in
the ra:lroad track through his home"
town. ' -

The rallroad -S00n-~ lost its own
name and became ‘‘Palmer’s ‘Gin
House Route.” But when the train
stopped at Ridgeway to load several
hundred bales grown from \Mr.,
Palmers “cotton. patch” and those’
he. had ginned from his neighbors’ :
consr\derable revenue was added to:
the new line.-

~The first load of passengers and
freight .over. the road.was_transport-
ed December 17, 1850, . _although it
‘was only partlally fi mshed at the
time.

Mr Palmer was named the flrst
coumtry’s. first dollar a_year man.
He 'neveér.. accepted a penny for the |
presxdency whxle \the .road ‘was . a-
building and it is beheved that he
hever did durmg His ferm of. office

rom ] 1855, consldered the |
isant,.anc g ] his happmess!
was further enhanced by the engine
“E. G. Palmer” which was put into
service in his honor.

Parrsh. Charlestom dlstn
-noiAng ta. St James. The: churc ;he
founded. in Rxdgeway took its name
from his birthplace.

H.ls -children were Edward Gen-
dron James ' Davis, Cathemne Ma-
ria Davis, Harriet Amelia, John
Ramsal and George Davis, who
were born from his marriage, De-
cember 18, 1822, to Caroline Davis
of Quinine Hill.

- He was a descendant of Thomas
Palmer, supposedly coming from
England, the first of which the fam-
ily has knowledge, The original
spelling was “Pamor,” but in Thom-
as. Palmer’s will, he. requésted that
the - name he changed to. “‘Palmer,”
retalmng the -original pronuncratwn

.Thomas .Palmer and - his wife,
Sarah Saundets, had a son, John,
who marned Marianne Gendron
(pronounced: Gen-dron) whose maid-
en name now appears in the fifth
lgeneratlon of “the -family, Edward
Gendron Palmer, V, of Ridgeway.

Edward G. Palmer was graduated
from South: Carolina College in 1817.
'He studied law for two years under
Colonel Gregg of Cqumbla and was
admitted to the bar in 1821, He nev-
er pragticed law, however, havmg;
,both an ample fortune and a love
of the soil,

I He and his w:fe moved to Fair-
' ficld dlstnct in 1824, living for a
Iwhxle m the - town which named a
'street for him. Shortly after mowv*
ing to ‘‘Valencia” he .fitted up a
house of worship,  Cedar Creek|
‘Mission, in 1839 for a small group o£
, Episcopalians. Later he was instru-
-mental in building St. Stephen’s

'for that purpose. from his mother-

in-law, Mrs. Catherine Ross Davis.

Coéonel Palmer was a political
associ of the Hon. Joseph A.
Woodward who served in thé State

ress.” Hé .was a 'brother-in-law of
Colonel . Wllham Preston . who' also
served i the’ legxslature and m the
U.S: Senate ‘He;: lumself ; vstate
senator from. Fan'fxeld in,f-the ‘58
sions of 1857-59, 1860-63 ;and 1864.
In 1832, he was a member of the
Nullification Convention, °

Death came to the Colonel at 8:30
o’clock a.m., July 21, 1867, ending -
the career of the man who had
“dispensed charity without' stint.” -

l(1854) and secured- about - ten acres |

Legislatix,re and in the national cong-
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b0 31‘2 mﬂvzx "i:mt’h” tnme Passengers came from Carm-
achian range. s of the den to .catch- the train. 'Should any-
“The’ l ki « une see the, carriage or buggy with

of Rldgeway was the gallopmg horses ‘rushing . up the!

econd .
B oldwt bank ‘in the state, Longtown Road the train was' held!'

when  Mr. Rowevelt closed’ the,
‘banks iny1933. This bank. closed its|
"doots biit nmnedmtely openedi when!‘
the banks® were re-opened.

There ‘are: five churches — Meths
odist, prscopal, Presbyterian and
Bmihst — one Negro Baptist (1942).

' About ‘1845 the railroad between
Charlolte .andi Colmnbla was built.
E&ward Gendron Palmer at the in-

stigation’ of his fatlxer—m:-law, Dr."
Jomes' Davis, -thep 'tesiding in Co-'
lumb:a moved from St. Stephen’s:

P.anshmthelow Countrytoes-
cape the annual epidemic of ma-
laria " to the “fair fields" of the

upper . country, building. a beauhfula.
: - comedy,

home, ;“Valencia.”

The rallroad was called iw spore
“Palmer’s -Gin’ House" route on
account of the‘ deﬂection made in
order to follow the ‘ridge ‘way”™
between - Charlotte " and Columbia:
Mr. Palmer was made presxdem:
of the' road and .served without
salary for years.

'I’he toad had . been completed
‘some time, but the scale on which
it ‘was built and managed had no
relation to the present eond;non.

The track wis laid on light stringer’

rails; theemginwhghtandsman

.'The first telegraph wires were:

streu:hed from tree to tree,
cver: this was possrble. Children
‘and - ignorant passersby -along

en-

line; broke - ‘the: glass: insulators andv

vstole the wire - almost before the

line was ‘completed, so the attempt-

failed. The only use of dangling wire
was to endanger the feet of horses

and passing travelers. It remained:

for the Confederate government toi
make better provision for rapid: of the town, the Masons had erected

communication, and not until later:
was the telegraphic commumcatum,
perntanently established, .

quring. thé/fall and. winter.

. Puggiés’

until it arrived and. un'loaded !

The fn'st depot was a small, ra~
ther open building. In the late 70’s‘
it was replaced by a large. building't
with' a covered shed 200 feet long
where the cotton:bales wereé stored

There wee 1o auxhtomum, so when
the “‘Dramatmc Club” was organiz-
ed, sponsored by - -Dr. and ‘Mrs. Har-

ry Ethnunds, the sides were en<
closa& with: baggmg A stage with;
dressmg rooms was built in the’ far
end .and here the young actors heldl
forth. '
Two ofml‘e highlights wwere, a
's Who,” and a trag-
edy,” Lady Andley’s Secret,” play-
ed to a_ capacily: house, a . great
mumber- ‘commg from Winnshoro, in
‘to~attend’ "Tn'‘the “90's ‘the
present, : ‘building - was- erected

In the/ ‘early history of. Ridgeway|

there were only- two- churches, the| to

St. Stephen’s Ep}swpal Chapel built
in 1854, and Aimwell Presbytenan
Chugeh. built in’ 1859.

' In the- carly: 70's David - H. " Ruff}
moved into the village, c¢oming fromy| -
the. Ruff plantation in Richland
County, ,opemng a general ‘merchans
dise store with a nephew, A. Fletch

er Ruff, partner.

: After establishing his business he
bmlt a handsome early ' colonial
home.- Mr. Ruff, an ardent and de-
voted  Methodist, now turned his
attention to the need of the Meth-
odists. . -

At ‘the - cross roads Just on the
edge of the now mcorporated limits

a two-story -building for a lodge.
Mr. Ruff suoceeded in getting the
: jower floor and opened a ‘Sunday.

" lished 1898, W.

camed then' offspnng. young and
old,, to church ‘There were -devious
ways of keeping . them” quiet, bis-

cuits, gum drops, and often a new.
baby was fed from the life-giving
fountain, its mothers breast, dis~
creetly covered with a ‘large han.dr

kerchief.

’Mr Lanborn, a large up-standmg
man. rblsed the hymns with a big-
voice. He was a nephew of Uncle
| Davy, as most - people called Mr.
i Ruff, and thus began the services’
in the Masonic- .hall. -Stilt Uncle
Davey was not sahsfxed In the late,
70’s he bt,nlt a chnrch large and

‘ comfortable

Neither did this' suit -Mr. Ruff's
ideaoflhedigmtyandﬁtnessof
worshipping God. :

In 1872 Ruiff's: chapel. was comr
pleted and- dedicated sglortly after.
Inthecashngofthebeler Ruff
in silver “to. mellow ‘ita
“only church  bell
in town..In fact there was only one
other. bell ‘in_the ‘entire tow;. hung
in the belfry-of the town hall, rung
atsocloekmthe evening ‘to clear
the streets, or for: ﬁre or an unusual
event. . £

“When' te wife- of Fletcher Ruff
a niece of Uncle Davey's; gave birth
. after precentmg him four

ter, Mr, Wi ;
Yell, clad in his night shirt;
notmce the great event. .

. The following.is quoted from d
pamphlet published by the Ridge:
way Business League some: years
ago: ..

"" "'I‘lxe ‘Bank’ ot‘ Ridgeway, estab-’

Herbert Ruff, pres-&
ident, _C. P. Wray;: v:ce-presrden!
and cashier, “Norman Palmer t,ell-
er, has a paid up- capital of $25,000,
with. ‘a surplus of $l 700 and has
annually declared; an 8: per cent
dividend.!

“There are DOW Eplscopal Bap-
tist, Methodlst and Presbyterian
Churches ‘su lied - with regular ser<:
vice. Two, orders, Masons an Py~
thians, each” with a large mem:

‘with a Woman's, "‘Book . Cluh

|

<

e.q
€

School and Prayer Service. In a ?{eﬁh-‘l) s, -
short while a thriving union Sunday dnd’l‘l:eﬁt‘j\?mm;g:zmdanuy et teé g
School was established, Mr Joseol;l by 2. system of arc_ lamps, tlm

. In:the early: 1850’s there were only’.
four dwell.mg houses .in sight “of the:
depot 'l‘hesewerethehomesoer i

Lanhorn, leader,.

,’Ilus( was . & - temporaqr arrange-
| ment and -did not satisfy Mr "Ruff;
pgrho ‘had “higher - ideals of-the. ob-
‘some . early, colonial. brick -home of| ligahons of the followers ' of John
Mr James B Coleman. After tbal and Charles . Wesley. He. attended’
war it was used for a hotel; the: conference. and demanﬁed a preach-
young'people ‘adored dancing in the. ol
large ‘high-ceilinged .dining roomy; Confereﬁoe sent the Rev Jesse
Wbﬁ\ its huge 'open fifeplace. There Cllfton a red headed, ‘fiery, charm-

5 i ‘W Mr Tnhn'ing. earnest. shouting Methodist.

_-Craig, the agent who was:

*part of the railroad. for so. manyy
1S, Mrs;; Cat.herlne ‘Ross Dav:s
Col Hem-y C Davis, ‘and the. ‘hand:

abasan’ e

. 000 for "a high -schicol. and -$10, 000_173

Imclpahty has  been 50 efﬁclently

candlepower . each, 'and keeps m; -
touch with the outsxde ‘world*thrguglr E
‘an’ adnn-'ablel fvtelep
Two dental  parlors. and X
store, two livery stables and/a well-, .
conducted. hotel 5 -

“Through recently expendmg ss,'c o

€M -, TOTJ0RIS

w mou. [N W

Ieam 5o élall§,30;

g

1d &urulbll, pue,
- -gopexey ST %I Jo 97

for the erection-of 2 ’Bown Hall,s the
lfinancial management .of: the mu- :

st oomes ondnd W JEW POPEENS

801 5 LA poUTEuLe Kroyenbop
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Writer Calls Ridgeway
Lowvely Southern Town

(Reprinted from® South Carolina Magazine)

“I can conceive of no finer re-

gion, taking into consideration its Edmunds, merchantcotton buy-
fertile soil, its mild climate, its er, and fertilizer manufacturer.

Ridgeway’'s mayor is James S. |
|

long drawn beautiful valleys, and, Mayor Edmunds enlisted in the

glorious highlands.”

The time was 1780, the speaker,
Lord Cornwallis, and the scene,
TFairfield County. Present day res-
idents of Ridgeway heartily agree
with Lord Cornwallis and are
positive he must have been
speaking of the Ridgeway sec-
tion of the county. .

Ridgeway,sits astride the main
Columbia .° Charlotte ' highway
about twenty-five miles from Co-
lumbia. The surrounding coun-
tryside is beautiful and Ridge-
way’s elevation, 625 feet, makes
it one of the pleasantest and most
healthful spots in the state.

But Ridgeway is more than a
small, pleasantly located town. It
is a town whichghas ‘always con-

trolled: its particular destiny and ||
one which intends to do so in the |
Ridgeway is small butl|
because her residents liked thell
quiet and ease of a small town. | & =2 .
i Ridgeway has a record un s- |
! £ ¥ e | first thought -was to

future.

With changing economic . condi-
tions, however, the leading citi-
zens have decided that the estab-

army upon his graduation from
the University of South Carolina,
and emerged a captain at the end |
of World War :I. He-bought a'
small interest in Charles P, Wray .
and Company, a large general de- |
partment store, and when Mr. |
Wray died, secured controlling in-
terest. In addition to actively op-!
| erating the store, he is interested |
iin a cotton gin and in beef cattle. |
' Another activity is his Wrayco .
| Fertilizer factory. At present he,
| ships about 3,000 tons of high .
quality  commercial fertilizer a'
yvear and would ship a great deal!
!more if he could obtain adequate
jsupplies. All in all, Mayor Ed-
‘munds léads a varied and busyi
life, &
Almi
W

v

My

jed in the State. The bank now

lishment of a small
plant at Ridgeway would be a
good idea.
about the process of getting such;

a plant.in an intelligent :and or-| [of 1932).
| President of the

derly manner, 4
An informal. . survey of the'
town showed that only one thing
might hold back the establish-
ment of an industrial plant. As
far as transportation; is concern-
ed, the town is ideally located. It
is on US 21, the main Columbia-
Charlotte highway, and is served
§§a§ highways, one a
)Elraight Ain to

i

1, Ridgeway
the South-

I i wea alsa the 2
way is the center of a 3,000 per-
15on trading area, an excellent la-
"bor source. The one drawback
lwas an inadequate water supply.

Ridgeway immediately sank
another deep well (which brought
(its water supply well above cur-
rent needs) and had an engineer-
ing firm make a formal report on
the water situation. The report,
prepared by Barber Keels and
| Associates of Columbia showed
itha; within a mile and one-haif
radius there was sufficient water
for almost any purpese.

Ridgeway gets things done be-
cause of the high calibre of her
citizens. Ridgeway is led by a
group of intelligent and able men
who have a deep and geunine
love for Ridgeway and South
Carolina. With fine resources and
excellent leadership Ridgeway
undoubtedly will get just the kind
of plant it wants,

So, they are going_“while

;has total resources of $667,000 and

industrial_ I has accomplished the remarkable

feat of paying 104 dividends!
. missing only two (and|
those in the dark depression days,
. Bank of
Ridgeway is J. W. Palmer, a de-
scendant of one of the town's old-
est and most distinguished fam-
ilies, and the son of a former
president of the bank. Mr. Palm- !
er started with the bank in 1940

gand ascended to the presidency at |
the beginning of this year, |
. W. R, Goodson, cashier, has|
been with the Bank of Ridgeway]
for twenty-five years, almost half |
the time the bank has been in
cperation. "Mr. Goodson is orig-|
inally from old Barnwell (now |
Bamberg County), and, came to'
Ridgeway on May 1, 1925. Pre-
Vious to that he had worked with I
the Liberty National Bank and |
for the J. W. Condor company, as
assistant cashier and bookkeep-
er. Mrs. Goodson - is agsistant,
cashier and the Goodsons ara|
among the town’s most ardent,
boosters. . ) ‘

Oldest store in Ridgeway is!
Ruff and Company, a large gen-
eral department store which has
always had a Ruff at its helm. In
fact, the store may have the rec-
ord of being operated by the
greatest number of generations
with the same name. Started in
1840 by David Ruff the store is
now under the direction of the
fifth and sixth Ruffs—D. Walter
Ruff and D. Walter Ruff. Jr.

Mr. Ruff has one all engrossing
sobby and that's Ridgeway. A
secondary hobby is a small herd
of beef cattle he runs on a farm
nearby.

the entire state.” he says, and heé
qguotes authorities to prove. it.

* The Thomas Company was
started in 1885 bv Isaac C. Thom-
as and the present large three
. story building was completed in
11901. R. C. Thomas, the present
| owner, carhe mto the business in
11901 and his son R. W. Thomas,
came in as a partner in 1934. R.
C. Thomas says that he’s abouf
ready to retire, but he has the
activity and optimism of a young
man and the people of Ridgeway
want him to continue to play an
active role in the town’s affairs
for many more years, Asked what
he thought about the general
business outlook, based upon his
fifty yedrs’ experience, Mr.
Thomas’ reply was typical: «

“Outlook’s mighty good. But,
of course, we've got to work for
what we want.”

TO THE EDITOR, #fzaf r3 35/
News & Herald,

Winnsboro, South Carolina.
Dear Sir:

Please allow me space in your
valuable paper to proclaim to the
people of Ridgeway the sad state
in which we are living by not hav-
ing an adequate fire department.
While the temperature was hover-
ing around 25 degrees Tuesday,
someone came up the main street
velling, FIRE! FIRE! FIRE! The
give the
warning by ringing the fire bell
in the town hall. And alas—it
tapped one time and by doing so
gave itself the proverbial gong as
the first tone which was also the
last ome, did nothing more than
reach the rear of W. C. Edmund’s
store. Then to the fire house
where this “contraption of a tra-
peze” which holds the water hose,
is stationed, ran a group of asth-
matic men pulling it out and start-
ing on their weary way to the fire.
On the way, one of the wheels
gave way and crumpled to mother
earth, leaving everybody concern-
ed in a helpless condition. As it
happened, some travelers on the
highway and a group of young
men from down town had proceéd-
ed this hose wheel and had put the
fire out before that “man power-
ed vehicle” vave wav.

Now—we have all the water
that we need, the best pumps that
can be had, hydrants and all—save

some way of making use of them,

in case of an emergency. There
is too muech valuable property here
not to be protected by a fire de-
partment. Is it not posglhle_ to
have a group of men paid to fight
these fires and by all means have
equipment with which to f}ght
them. There are several buildings
in Ridgeway that are so high and
large that 1 doubt r
enough hose on this delapidated
flying “Jenny” to reach the tops
of them. And would it hurt to
have several hose available so as
to be able to play more than one
stream at a time.

Now public citizens of our be-
loved little city, it is time that
something should be done and that
time is NOW.

if there is

—
1
|

]
]







l!‘,lt. nope rlantauvon

Cotton Gives Way to Pme Trees
On Ridgeway Ante-Bellum Farm

(The Greenville

By CHARLES E. THOMAS

RIDGEWAY —  Although 'in_the
lme of march of Gen. Sherman's
rm;r through South Carolina in Feb-
ruan\ };1865 Mount Hope was saved
from’ destruction by the courage of
the women and children left at horhe
when the sons of the famllx were
all fighting in the Confederate Army
and Navy. \

RIDGEWAY — This is a photo-
graphic reproduction of a portrait
of Dr. John Peyre Thomas painted
by William H. Scarborough in Green-
ville in 1835. The artist’s fee was
$25.

Built by John Peyre Thomas, M.
D., in 1836, the plantation house has
been owned continuously by his
family. The sixth generation of the
family now occupy the three-story
brick and frame house m summer
vacations.

ool B

Planted in cotton for more than
120 years, only within the last five
years have the cotlon fields been
planted in pine seedlings. Mount

Hope plantation has been certified
by the South Carolina tree farm
system “for the proper practices of
forest management.”” Managing the
plantation for his late father’s es-|
tate is Robert W. Thomas, mayor
of  Ridgeway.

Dr. Thomas, builder of Mount
Hope, was born at Betaw on the San-
tee River in 1796.- He was graduated
from South Carolina College (now
the university). in 1816. He took his

MD degree at the College of Phy-

Marion Thomas was a cadet at the-

UL D Naval ACaUueIny s Ll Loy =0 e,

News, 3/26[61)

sicians and Surgeons, New York.
Returning to the low country, he]
married Harriet Jane Couturier. Af-
ter the death of two .of their chil-
dren, they went seeking a healthier
climate. Spending the summer of
1835 in Greenville, Dr. Thomas had
the further tragedy of losing his
young wife, after the birth of their
sixth child. ‘

Mrs, Thomas is buried in Spring-
wood Cemetery in Greenville. After
her death, Dr. Thomas went to
Fairfield County, where his young-
er brother, Samuel Peyre Thomas}
had built Valley Grove after grad-|
uating from Harvard  College in
1825. 1

While living with his overseer at
Mt. Hope, Dr. Thomas supewlsed‘
the starting of the building. The
next year, he returned to the low
country and married his late wife's
younger sister, Charlotte Henrietta
Couturier. Before his death at Mt.
Hope on Jan. 1, 1859, Dr. Thomas
had become the father of 18 chil-|
dren, 14 of whom lived to maturity. |

# % % %

From 1827 to 1856, Dr. Thomas
kept a careful “Diary of Weatheri
and Occurrences,” making almost |
daily entries of his life as a “‘Phy-
sician-Planter.” The title of the
diary is that of George Washington’s,
famous diary, with which Dr. Tho-
mas was no doubt familiar, for he
was born before the first President
died. Among the pictures at Mt.:
Hope are original watercolors en-
titled “‘George Washington” and
“Lady Washington.” Just 100 years
after the last entry was made in
the Diary of Weather and Occur-
rences in 1856, Dr. Thomas’ diaries
were presented the ‘University of
South Carolina’s Caroliniana Li-
brary by his great-grandchildren in
1956.

The four sons of Dr. and Mrs.
Thomas who were of eligible mili-
tary age served in the Confederate
Army and Navy. The eldest, Capt.
John Peyre Thomas commanded a
battery of Citadel cadets in the bom-
bardment of Ft. Sumter in 1861.
The  next son, Lt. Charles Edward
Thomas developed yellow fever at
Vicksburg and was nursed back to
health - by Scipio, his faithful @ Mt.

Hope slave and bodyguard. Francis

-

upon the election of President Lin-

‘coln, became  the “first calet from

a Southern state to resign from the
Naval Academy.” He enlisted in
the Confederate States Navy.

Third Lt. Peter Couturier Thomas
served in the ‘cavalry of the Con-
federate Army until taken prisoner

on March 8, 1865, at Jacksonville

(probably North Carolina), and re-
leased June 21, 1865, “‘on taking
the oath of allegiance to the United

States.” J
\

After Sherman’s army left Colum-
bia in February, 1865, federal forces.
marched through Ridgeway for four
days, constantly visiting Mt. Hope.
A diary kept by a visiting relative
at Mt. Hope from New York de-
scribes the ordeal, with only women
and children at Mt. Hope, and
frightened slaves in “the quarters.”

The fires of Columbia could be
seen glowing in the southern sky
at night. Gradually the fires came|
nearer as the Union Army burned |
the railroad from  Columbia, and
eventually the railroad sLation at
Ridgeway. |

For four days and four nights
the ladies-did not take their clothes
| off, and all slept on piles of quilts
'I'and clothing in the Mt. Hope parlor,
Soldiers, mostly stragglers from the
main march of the federal troops,
I constantly visited Mt. Hope, demand-

' ing food, jewelry, watches and cloth-

ing.

One soldier even took ladies cloth-
ing, for he said he planned to get
married when he returned north,
and needed a trousseau for his
bride. The ladies cooked in the’
parlor fireplace, and finally had
only sweet potatoes and milk the
last day.

One soldier drank the last rmlk
out of the pitcher on the piano in
the parlor. Sea shells were used for
spoons, since all the silver had been
buried and hidden away by faithful
slaves. All the horses and mules
were taken, and -some Negro slaves
were taken away, although all ex-
cept one young girl returned within
a few days.

The Northern relatives at Mt. Hope
were credited with saving the plan-
tation house and barns from being
burned, though fires started in the
barns one night. Again slaves saved
the barns from destruction. :

Col. John P. Thomas, the eldest
son of Dr. Thomas, graduated first
in his. class ‘at The, Citadel in 1851. |
He became the first superintendent
of The Citadel when it was reopen-|

ed after the Civil War, in 1882. The



second Mt. Hope son to graduate
from The Citadel was Robert Kirk
Thomas in 1857. He ‘hecame, profes-|
sor at Kings Mountain Military
School in  Yorkville (now York), |
where he died in 1860

The 126-year-old house is describ-
ed as low-country plantation style
of three floors. It is now the reposi-
tory of many artifacts of antebel-
lum plantation and home life as well

as equipment used by Dr. Thomas
“in the practice of medicine. -

One of the items in the “‘summer
floor’” rooms, the museum of old
plantation life, is the “tin fish”
weather vane which Dr. Thomas
placed on one of the 40-foot-high’
chimneys when the plantation house
was first built.

LT T B

In the museum are also candle
molds, wooden utensils, = spoons,
buckets, tubes, barrels and large
boxes cut out of mammoth logs,
handmade tools from the black-
smith shop, and many other things
that are now strange to modern
life. '

Also housed in the museum are a
coffee grinder, sausage mill, hand
irons, tallow lamps, demi-johns,"
butter churns with hand dashers,!
cotton scales, Dr. Thomas’ medical
scales, mortar and pestle, lancet,;
and handmade .tooth puller; buggy:
-whip, saddle, stirrups and spurs, cow
bells, butter molds, curd press,
horse shoes, soap molds, and a'
hundred tools not used today.

Dr. Thomas’ diary records that it|
required four years to build MCt.
Hope. The timber was all cut on
the plantation. The hardware, ex-
cept the large English locks, were
made in the blacksmith shop, the
ruins of which are still here. The
| bricks and tiles were baked in the
‘local kiln, as. were  those for the
new chapel, when St.. Stephen's

Church was built in 1854. The only .

reference to issuing whiskey to the
slaves, except at Christmas, was
when the men had to tend the fires
of the kilns all night.

- R

On the far west side of the pine|
tree farm that is now Mt. Hope,
deep in the forest, are imbedded
numerous large rocks, marking the,
graves of former (slaves who tilled
the cotton fields, ground meal in
the water mill, tended the big plan-
tation house, nursed the 18 children,
protected the Thomas family silver
when Yankee soldiers came.

When the new public school for
Negro children was erected several
'years ago, it was named the Geiger
School, in honor of a long-time teach-
-er, Janie Singleton Geiger, a descen-
dant of these same Mt. Hope slaves.

Thomas Home Built 126 Years Ago

RIDGEWAY —This is the Mi. Hope Plantation house in Fairfield
County as it appears today. It was built 126 years ago by Dr. John
. P, Thomas after moving there from Greenville.

Ridgeway Class of 27
Reunion Held May /!7.75

On Sunday afternoon,
May 15, Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Thomas entertain-
ed the Class of 1927,
their families and

friends at a party in hon-
or of their graduation:
from Ridgeway High
School. _ :
used throughout the
spacious rooms where
guests  visited and
reminisced of  school
days, including gradua-

tion speeches, class song,
and “fun happenings.”
Assisting Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas in receiving
were members of the
class who were present:
Mrs. Arrabella Edmunds,
Edward Tidwell and
Capt. (Ret.) and Mrs.
Fred Aull. Also, Mr. and
Mrs. Louie Coleman, Mr.
and Mrs. Verlin Barnett,
Mr. and . Mrs. Arthur
Heins, Mrs. C. F.
McCullough, and Mrs.

James B, White.
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the crotch. Like most of the other
extras, Hufstetler’s clothes have a
“country” look to them to reflect the
poor, small-town atmosphere of the
film.

Lee Grant, the movie's director,
has arrived. Sipping coffee, she and
the crew go over the next scene to be
shot. This time it will take place in-
side the store. One is struck by the
almost casual, laid-back approach of
all involved.

“Everyone has gotten along fine
on this film,” said Elsburg. “And the
people in the town. have just been
great to work with. I think everybody
working on this film has enjoyed
themselves.”

here have been some comical

I moments during the filming,

many of them caused by the

false store fronts that have been
erected in some places.

Andrew Coleman, who ‘runs Dis-
count Auto Parts, points to the Bar-
bershop and Beauty Parlor across the
street from his store. Both look like
the real thing, but neither is. “We had
a couple of people go up there, think-
ing they could get a haireut,” says
Coleman with a smile.

VWille vulellldil Sdy> HdVvilg e
film crew in town “hasn’t hurt,” it has
been “frustrating at times. Some-
times your customers can’t get in (be-
cause of the filming).

“But 'l say this, they're the nicest
people you'll ever see. If they have to
bother anything, they’ll compensate
you for it.

“You know they built a complete
restaurant at the end of the street for
the movie. A couple of hunters came
in one day and thought they could
really get something to eat there.
They eventually tore it down.”

The restaurant being torn down is

one of the key sequences in the film.
Bulldozers topple it in the name of
progress. It was a shot that almost
was bungled.

“We hired some people to drive
the bulldozers and they weren’t famil-
iar with movie lingo,” says Elsburg.
“They heard somebody shout some-
thing and thought it was the signal for
them to tear the building down. Only
problem, it wasn’t. The camera
wasn't running, but here come the
bulldozers. We went running up there,
yelling for them to stop. We stopped
them just in time; some of them were

""Had the bulldozers not been
stopped, the whole sequence would
have been lost.

idday is approaching and a
M total of two short scenes

have been filmed. It’s obvi-
ous that moviemaking can be a slow,
tedious process. But the slowness of it

all has been just fine for the folks-in
Ridgeway. .

Outside a building that says
Ridgeway Town Hall, which is really
a clothing store, a woman stands
watching the crew down the street.

“] think it’s been great having
them here,” she says, but refuses’to
give her name (“I don’t want my
name in no newspaper.”) “I'd say this
is the biggest thing to happen iin
Ridgeway since the Charm Corpora-
tion built a plant here 21 years ago.
Charm has been good for the town,
providing jobs and all.

“But this (the movie) has been
very interesting. All the people have
been so nice.” :

How nice?

“We'd like to see some of thém
come back here to live.” .

il i AR -,..#...A_-.pd
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Practmaﬂy all of _hp parents of the
district were in’ attendanEE for the,-
opqnmg xermsea. Every mdlcatlon
_p_oi;j a. debermmatmn on the part
! TS, puplls, frustees and
parents_ 0 Tnake this the best' school
“year in the hxs\tory of the community
nity. AJ-Iargé number of children |
were present. 4and the teaehers assxgn-f:
ed regular work for the day.

i Jenkmsvxlle Lommumty is ‘one c‘af
the. most wide-awake ‘communities in
the connty in school matters. Tor a
numbe “of vears there has been a
‘community mteresi 19 school affairs
that ‘hag been mosi marked. . The Teo-
ple of the conummity seem to have

gt

i "y)ldli\? Began Op 'erntlops Wlth Unusual Crowd in At—
-Li b&ral Campus on t he School Ground—BaSeball Gante

‘caught something of the spmt of the
| modern.
ihﬂ“’? understood ‘the great need for.
jan dh, ated citizenship, both for the
good- of the children of the cuuntry
1tself, ‘The community of . Tenkinsville
lm-; for several vears taken a lively |
mtereqt m "school affairs and as R
result they have one of the best schools
in the eounty There is probably no

feﬁ’orb‘,for educahon They .
‘is in charge of Prof McLaunn and '

ity in the county where ‘the |
.bpsf qchool equipment, building - m—.

| eluded,

tunder most gusp: .eqs clmumstéhces of ’I‘rusteé; and ‘a’ representatWe of

the patrons of the community.
Dmner was serv d ‘on the grounds

in. picnic st.yle. Durmg the afbemoon

a baseba]l game was played. l;etween

Monticello and Jenkmsv:lle in which.

Mont:ceilo was vmtor:ous bv!;a. 'aqora
of & to. i e ; B3

.'Who are qtmvmg to work in the class

roum \lm.h. the chﬂdren. the: “parents.

ot the ;commumi;v ta'lce 2 live interést

in the téachers’ problems ang are |

sympathetic and kind in their deal-|
ings with th(mc who. work in the |
schoos, In this way the school has‘

been enabled to continue from year to |
year w:th the same. teachers and these
‘teachers have thus been ab]e to do]

better work with the puplls .and: for
the commiunity. This year the school|

two able assistants: Mr MeLaurin
was, at’ the head of the school last
year and made quite a svccess of
the ‘work. During the past sommer

‘he has been ab Haghville, Tennessee,

taking a, course in teacher training ab

Peabody. it :
Jenkingville 'bonﬁ,ts Just]v of ‘ho

of ¢ ‘any commﬁmt’; i t‘}c

l'ns\ead»county " The building is a new one;

f uIt with thoseahavm:: just been (‘um;ﬂeted

It is a

bnautl’tul brick ghructurehuili oA plans:
furnighed’ by (,lemscm Collcye and is
modern in every way. It 18,8 'Lwo
story building, having clags rooms

|'down stairs and a splemhd aurlrbon~

m’ upstairs. The audltormm is geat-
ed with opera shairg and has a splen-
dig nlnno i Down atairs the grade
| rooms ! have mndern deskes. Al of

thmc Are smgle and one. room, 18 equip-
ped with the regulation debk chairy
which are acljus'tahle ag ta hmghth
The old building which has not’ been
ugeq since lagt year, has been, raoved
to one mide of the prnunds nnd ig be-
ing fitted up an a ’wachcrs ‘hame. One
room in ucheool building s fittod for
teaching demestic science.. Trowever,
the trustees have nob been able to geb
thla conrse in the achool as yet. . The
buﬂdmg and equi, aeut the comm
munity about seven thousand Aallars.
In *ront of the building there is a Jet
Jarge cnourh to bhe vsged as an athletic’

ficld. Flere the boys play their games
‘of baseball. Athletics is encouraged.
Announﬂemcnt was made that at an,
{early date the grounds wonld be laid
off ang athletic equipment ingtalled.
The nchool at Jenkingwille is  the
result of several districts having com-
‘bined. " The trustees-operaie a truck
‘to bring the children $rom one gection

{and a man with a Ford brings thel

geclion near |

chﬂdmn #rom’ bnother

Parr Shonls Y

The oponmg Monday was marked
by thé attendance of the patrong. This
is a custom that has grown up and
one that is to be commended.  Bach
year an address is made- b £an in-
vitad speaker. ‘Tlor the opehing this
yaar the address 'wos .delivered by
Thos. M. Seawell, editor of the News
and Herald, After this addrems Prof.
WéLaurin apoke briefly aud/there were |

heir coach, the

a (‘

PLAYERS IDENTIFIED—Thanks to Miss Margaret
Ruff, baskethall fan extraordinaire, players in the
above picture, which first ran in The News and
Herald’s “Not So Long Ago” picture feature, have
been identified. Standing are members of the 1951
Jenkinsville team, Fairfield’s top team for that year.
They are, from lefl to right, Larry Corbett, Maurice

Tearea b M onsans Dahheasr Wi iawmn

G.P. Clotwcll Players Kneeling made up a composite
team coached by John Harrison. They are, left to
right, Coach Harrison, Eugene Whitﬁcl(l (Green-
brier), Red Smith (Greenbrier), Joe Lee (Blackstock),
Billy Price (MZI), Eldridge McLendon (Monticello),
Mack Lindler (Monticello), Bobby Price (MZI), Colvin
Lee (Rlackstoek). Rillv Weir (Ridgewav). and Howard
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“Jenkinsville, Historic Community,
‘Hoping for “Big Things” in Future
A3 ' (By John Bigham in The Columbia Record) |

: A short  sojourn the o,ther?t.ia ;'/that “this may be traced to the
4 ‘Yarborougl's . store af. 'Jcnkl.us":di[feren\ce in birthrate, and the
}u]le brqught out the -mterestmg:fact that down through the years
information that the future may . white population has to a large
be bright for this Westcrn-' Fa;r-  extent moved away.”
geigetfeo:mtﬁﬁngwﬂzﬁ gcl:lkmil::vil‘l};: The information was volunteered
ko warthiv. ot nention . fn view of | that race relations in the Jenkins-
bhiedkct-that: To¢ mmady’ vears: this ville community have long been
once properous section has been good.

| It there were Jenkinses in the

lon an economic downgrade. | .
. . area who gave their name to the
Optimism on the part of various ! . -
g Th village, they have long disappear-
members of the Yarborough clan ; ; P
: ed. The dominant families appear
with whom we chatted appears to
h to be the Glenns, Yarboroughs, Mec-
be based on two solid factors. | ;
? Meekins and Chappells.
One is the recent announcement i 2
g . 7 The village claims S. C. DMe-
that the Highway Department will . 5
: i ; Meekin, president of the South
build a bridge across the Broad A 2
, p \ . |Carolina Electric & Gas Co., as a
River closeby, and 'the other is ; :
5 . |native son, as well as Claude
the announceq plan of private in- 2 ‘ g ;
; . Jeter, who holds a position high
dustry tp construct an atomic en-|. "~ =
: in Ford Motoyr Co. circles.
ergy plant at Parr, three miles | ,,
distant We are proud of these two, and
- ’ jof others who have left Jenkins-

i §o i ville and made their mark in the
The economy of Jenkinsville and world,” offered one of the store

its environs is best described as group
flavmg b'ecn stable and prop erm:ls Perhaps there is not too much
in the distant past, just so-so i e TIERN T
the near past and  the present.for 067 VisRor: to, see. In ilenicins-
and definitely Iooking up for the (o> A high red clay bank acrass
~ the road from the Yarborough
yea.rs ahead. . store gives clear testimony as to
We were duly impressed by the iho natyre of the soil. The Yar-
optimism ang confidence in the t]mrough gin behind the store in-
future expressed by Henry Yar-Wioates that cotton has not entire-
borough .and othcrs. as we sat and v vanished, although it runs a
chatted in the family store, econd to pulpwoogq as a money |
As the conversation jumped prop. ‘
from here to there, the “‘good old | A center of attraction is the high
days” were recalled. In former cchool whose eamnue ic clightly dif-
times, the village, 26 miles north- }fcrent from the usual village SCho_Ol'
west of the State House, was the jyard. On it is located an impressive
center of a properous and cul- granite marker te a former edu-
tural farming community. On acre- cator. The late W. L. Drummond
age owned by a few families who was for 24 years the beloved sup-
traced their titles to grants fl‘omlerintendent of Jenkinsville’s schools,
the British king, thousands of bales and the esteem in which he wzfs
of cotton once went to market. . |helq in the area is rcpr?sented n
“I would be willing to say,” one|part by the suitably inscribed stone
Yarborough told us, “that 2,000 marker, _
bales were form‘crely rai.scd within =y incville is an old commun-
a three-mile radius of this spot. To- ity, typical of those in the state
day we woulg be lucky to find 50.” which have been notably weak-
g ened by dependence on agriculture
vesten’ oo, of* dhe mansion ond by the removal of many of s
type, still stand.in and about Jenk- best. people.But -we left with the,
insville. They are entircly sym-. P
bolic of the past. The iona)rllzal has hit the bottom and may well
days when Cotton was King and be on the way up. Thf"'eﬁ;‘ll’l)ea{‘fl
the. old families enjoyed agricul- little d'oubt that:-Jenking f% “tql
tural bounty remain only "in the share in the good days conil ;‘n;y
memories of the aged. predicted by many for pus A
' field communities along the Broad
On our approach to Jenkinsville ...
we had noticeq the apparent pre- BT
dominant Negro population.
“Yes, the colored people out-
numbey the white by = probably 5
to 1. said an informant, adding

definite impression that the section
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Jenkinsville

A reunion of all the students who attended
-Jenkinsville School will be held Sunday, April 27,
from 2 'til 11 pm., at Pine Island Club on Lake
Murray. Reservations may be made by sending $7
per person to Mrs. Zack Crumpton, Rt. 1, Box 25,
Jenkinsville, S.C. 29065, by April 15. The supper
meal will be catered, so it is important to know
the number planning to attend. To find Pine
Island, go to Ballentine and take Hwy. 6; signs will
be posted. y

Do we have the right names for these Jenkinsville
students? We think they are: first row, left to
right, Jimmie Byrd Keever, Helen Chappell Crum-
pton, Betty Engell, Doris Mann Hobgood, Margaret
Keistler Lattimore, Ruth Jones Hicks, Margaret

School Reunion

Bundrick, Fay Ariail Lemmon, Ethel Hagood Ed-!
wards, Bessie Yarborough Wood and Carol Reid
(now deceased).  Second row, Patsy Chappell Power,
Frances Sanders Rabb, Lecile Drummond Cushman,
Sarah Sternenburg Heron, Grace Chappell Stroud,
Hall Yarborough, James Park "' (deceased), Glenn
Yarborough (deceased), Andrew McConnell, William
J. Turkett. J

Third row, J.R. Keistler, J.W. Mann, James
Lemmon, Lawrence Keistler, Jr., (deceased), Mrs.
Lawrence Kestler (deceased), Ira Byrd (deceased),
Benjamin H. Yarborough, Bill McConnell, Arthur
Turkett and George Turkett. (Picture courtesy of
Faye Lemmon)
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By COY BAYNE

Out west and in other parts
of America, abandoned towns
are being restored to attract
tourists who enjoy GOING
PLACES where there are set-
tings like in the past.
Old towns are fixed up, pro-
moted and with a little show-
manship (a gun-draw; a ride
in a buggy, etc.,) become
economy - boosters for other-
wise “retired” communities.

There are a number of good
prospects in South Carolina.
One, Shelton, sleeping at the
dead end of a.road overlook-
ing Broad River is perfect for
the job and quite charming
without the promotion angle.

Shelton was once a very
prosperous cotton shipping
community  reaching  its
zenith sometime between 1900
and 1920, About 1917, as testi-
mony to its growing prosperi-
iy, a bank was opéened. Then
the boll weevil came looking
for a home.

- Nothing much has changed
since then.

The town is as romantic as
it was in 1917. Its buildings,
save for a few, are empty and
weed covered. The colorful
railroad station, a general
store and the post office are
-still active. E. Grady Wright
operates the very interesting
general store and John Wright

is the postmaster.

To see Shelton — and ifs
worth a drive from Columbia
some 45 miles away — turn
west on Road 33 off U. S.
Highway 215 - about seven
miles north of Highway 34
(which links Newberry and
Winnsboro.)- '

Road 33 winds over some
lush  countryside, passes
through a crossroad next to a
modern micro - wave relay
tower. Then it begins to de-
scend into a world of yester-
day.

Near tHe crossroads is the
remains of the famous old Shi-
var Springs Ginger Ale bottl-
ing company where local spr-
ing water made a drink sought
after all across America. The
spring water was regarded as
health building.

The road descends sharply
toward the Broad River. Ap-
proaching Shelton the first
resident structure on the left
is empty. The next structure,
resembling a western town
hotel, was once a family resi-
dence. On the right is another
smaller building with plate
glass panes broken out. This
was the bank. Opposite is a
part - brick, part-frame build-
ing which boasts a rusted
sign: “FOR SALE.”

Below, left, is the marvel-
lously preserved railroad de-
pot that looks like a Holly-
wood movie set, boasting a

time - enduring sign: SHEL-
TON.

The rain barrels are still
intact, containing water for
fire fighting. In one end is a
small waiting room with arm
rests, where no doubt many
an excited traveler waited for
the train to Columbia, or to
Spartanburg, or points be-
yond.

A small bay window pro-
vides the stationmaster view
of the passing trains; in the
old days coal burners. The
neat, tidy office, still in use

‘today, is as it was many

years ago. A telephone ex-
tends from a scissor - like
arm. The typewriter is aged
and on the desk. The station
is a thing of beauty for those
recalling the excitement of
the passenger trains coming
in. There is a messenger box
outside the window where
freight orders were kept. Up
overhead, still in use, are the
signals notifying the train en-
gineer to stop.

Overlooking hte tracks on
the side of an abandoned
store building across the
street is a porch where no
doubt town folk gathered to
spit tobacco and watch the
excitement of people GOING
PLACES when the train chug-
ged in, There was cotton to

ship and people stirring. Sold- -

nelton Is Sleeping

iers came in with joy, or de-
parted in tears,

Across the tracks is the
Wright Company Store, very
much in business. Inside is the
Post Offive observing regular
hours for people in the area
who make their living farming
or working pulpwood.

A few hundred yards north
along the tracks is the rail-
road trestle over the Broad

River. One time, many years

ago, a train stopped at the
town. A coach was stopped on
the trestle. An unthinking pas-
senger stepped from the
coach to stretch, but slipped
between the crossties into the
river below, and drowned.
Just upstream from this
trestle was operated a very
famous ferry. Slaves ferried
stagecoaches across the riv-
er, linking the road between
Columbia and Spartanburg.
Books and records on the fer-
ry are still an heirloom in the

Shelton family today of which .

Mrs. E.
descends.

The town used to be fam-
ous for its July 4th barbecues.

“We used to have bands
here and picnics and dances,”
Mrs. E. Grady Wright said,
“and much political activity
was held hereabouts.”

In the - vicinity are a num-
ber of interesting landmarks.

Grady  Wright

e}




B Shelton

(Continued From Page 3-C)
Just north is Fish-Dam Frod
where the Cherokee Indians
used to trap fish in a rock-
rimmed bend of the river.
Also, at Fish Dam, General
Thomas Sumter was severely
wounded while turning the
tables on Britains Major
Wemyss, November 9, 1780.
Wemyss had boasted that he
would return with “the Game-
cock” as' his prisoner. In-
stéad, Sumter captured Wem-
ss and in the Britisher's poc-
et was a list of houses he
hid burned in Williamsburg
County, General Sumter’s
“stomping grounds.”
" Also, not too far north is the
settlement called Tuckertown,

named for a Negro minister -

who preached for nothing but
made a living from a horse
races and his racetrack, ac-
cording fo a history book.
South several miles was the
scene of famous old Davis
House, a plantation home of
Dr. James Bolton Davis who
retired from medicine to sic-
cntifically farm. When the
.sultan of Turkey asked Presi-
:dent Polk to send a Southern
-planter to Turkey to show
how to plant cotton, in 1846,
‘Davis was chosen. He carried
.with him six Negroes. On his
return he brought nine Cash-
‘mere goats and a pair of Bra-
ham cattle and black water
buffalo. The returned stock
was exhibited about the Unit-
ed States and won several
medals for Davis as well as
the nickname “Goat” Davis.
Near where Road 33 leads

off Highway 215 is a plantation .

home that the Yankee soldiers
sought to burn. Only a step
was burned, and the stark
reminder exists today.

Shelton sits in the heart of
interesting country., People
who like antiques (there is
no furniture for sale here)
.and people who like railroads
(the depot is most photogen-
ic) and people who like to sce
what a town looked like in
the early 1900’s -would enjoy
visiting Shelton,

-According to the Wrights,
the late Jim Jennings, of
Blythewood;, once showed up
in Shelton on horseback, ac-
companied by a host of other
horseback riders who serious-
Iy -tonsidered turning the
town of Shelton into a west-
ern - styled tourist attraction.
Shortly afterwards Jennings
and his wife were killed in an
airplane crash near Atlanta.

July 17, 1966

 VANISHED TOWN — The ruins of an old store buildin

'HO! FOR SHELTON
~ We take pleasure in informing our friends and the public
generally that we have entered into a copartnership under the
style and firm name of J. B. CROSBY & CO., and will
endeavor to supply our customers with everything they may
‘peed in the wayof Dry Goods, Groceries, Boots, Shoss, Hata,
Clothing, Hardware, Cutlery, and in fact everything usually
kept in a first-class retail store. ~~  /8§6¢

~ We are constantly receiving and opening the largest and
best selected stock of goods ever brought to this market, and
haying unsurpassed facilities are prepared to sell them as
cheap as any house in the Up Country.

Thanking our friends for the liberal patronage bestowed on
the old firm, we solicit a continance of the same.
~J.B. Crosby,
D. P. Crosby,
Shelton, S. C.

‘ g at Shelton attest to the
vanishing of yet another small town. This small Fairfield County village once

" flourished, but has now hecome a ghost town. The community’s chief industry,
" other than farming, was the old Shivar Springs Bottling -Compan_y_,‘,whlqhg was
'never reb‘uilt after bein’gﬁestroyed by fire. (Photo by Dennis Mart_hers) ' ;

Cries of a Strange
Wild Beast Heard

* A lady at Shelton sends us the
following:. /942

. Last Monday, March 15th,-_The
Columbia Record carried an item
about an unknown beast that had
been heard in the Conway section.

Just a few days before this
piece in The Columbia Record,
several members of a family
heard from their front yard the
cries of some animal unlike any-
thing that had ever been l}eard
|around here before. A f,ewmglj.ts
'later, the same cries were-}_lea}rd,*
and from across the hill, similar
‘answering cries. No one Knows
what the animal is, but presume
it is one of the large wild cats,
and that since the national for-
ests are extended into this area,
that these animals are following
this protected area, and coming
‘down to this section for the first
time. The cries were very human-
{like—something  like a child’s
‘scream of distress, or something

‘ i d it is presumed
of the kind, ap?iiﬁ..‘%-‘ﬁ BSEat
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Blythewood, Once “Doko’,

Celebrates Birthday

[Fairfield’s neighboring town to
the  southeast,  Blythewood,
celebrated an anniversary Satur-
day- its one hundreth.
Blythewood is  located in
Richland County now, but up
until 1913, it was part of Fair-
field County. It seems the
residents “seceded” from Fairfield
because of an argument over
school districts.

The town wasn't always called
Blythewood, either. It went by
the name of Doko until Dr. S.W.
Bookhart, founder of the
Blythewood Female Academy,
changed it. He didn't like the
Indian name and gleaned
Blythewood from a walk in the
woods he described as  “blithe
and pretty”.

Doko is believed to have been
the Indian word for “watering
place”. And that's exactly what
Blythewood was back in the late
1800’s. Steam engines stopped at
the Doko Depot for water. Now
that passenger trains no longer
run from Columbia northward
through Richland, Fairfield and
Chester counties, the depot at
Blythewood has been closed.

Blythewood’'s main street is
Hwy. 21; much of the traffic

sver this highway is now being

Byt_hd. a prt of Fairfield County,
celebrated its 100th anniversary as a township

routed onto I-77 from north of
Ridgeway on into Columbia. But
far from drying up and blowing
away, Blythewood’s population is
growing at the rate of 300 this
past year. Many of the
newcomers are well-to-do city
dwellers seeking fresh air and
space, which Blythewood has in
abundance. Price of land has
jumped considerably. And while
177 is taking the travelers off
the main street, 1its close
proximity to the town may bring
in more residents.

On its - 100th  birthday,
Blythewood-ites, oldcomers and
newcomers alike, celebrated with
an early morning parade, square
dancing, a barbecue, gospel
singing and baked goods. State
Senator Alex Sanders presided
over a historical program at
noon at the Hoffman House, a
perfect example  of  what
newcomers have done to put
Blythewood on the map. The
historic house was in bad shape

when a former Miss South
Carolina, Tootsie Dennis Bran-
tley, and her husband rescued it,
turning it into an antique
gallery and law office. Mrs.
Brantley is also a real estate
agent.

old, family
there are

Although several
businesses remain,
some new businesses, too.
Recently a  pharmacy and
modern grocery market opened;
the town also has a dentist and

a doctor; and on Saturday the
Blythe Wood Stove Company
seemed to be doing a brisk
business in wood-burning stoves.
What does the next hundred
years hold in store for the town
of Blythewood? ~ Will the com-
munity experience a population
growth spurt? — Only time will
tell, but the next few years
should be interesting ones.
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Editorial Correspondence S
;ILet the crossing of Little River,
near Richtex, and the near-by
communities represent one end of
a:journey to-Winnsboro, the old
end if you please, though it is
very much alive today, and the
other end the Winnsboro Mills,
fully alive, the new, if you please.
It is down in the Rlchtex section
where the research student will

find the names of Purmont. Carey,

John Hughes, Daniel "Rees,
b dirmtiataiieis rRan it cha‘mmﬁ%‘

cer, and James Leslie in the very

earhest retords i un-
ty, even befo 5@,@}1’(& naes of Lyl
and Kirklan mentlon in Mllls

They settled near where the Lit-
tle River empties in the Broad. -
Let’s leave these anclent days

behind-and take up the present .

~ The first stop was at the home of
-William;] . Leitner, who livesin a
house'built about 100 years ago by -
James McCants, a Scotsman,“a

school: teacher, who left: his: im-
press upontthat community.  He -~

married Ann®Katherine Turnip-
seed, an honored name which has
about disappeared in Fairfield.
They had' 11 children..  One
daughter. married Hargrove
Glenn, who succeeded to the
ownershlp of the house, which Mr.
Leitner has owned for abqut 50
years.

One :son: of James. and Ann
Turnipseed McCants was James

B.* McCants the patmarchal 3

lawyer ‘and rxch man- of Win:».

Wlﬂ?%”ﬁﬁd"’f%@ S “Sati

cestor f others .of that

h‘% dom Falrfleld
V"‘"Crdokedtl un’ Baptlst*church is
irf'sight afid soon passed: This is
one' of the oldest congregatlons in
Fairfield county; and while the
location of the church has not

| dlways beer:the Samé its history. ,

‘rans back lnto the earhest days. of

Wlnnsboro, SC. o, the county

Then comes the home of G. Alex
Robinson - the house with: the
wmdmlll a w1ndmlll that before
1906 whirled in’ Winnsboro and
supplied water for George White’s
'bakery. .It appears to’be just'as
‘good now as then. With Mr.
Robinson lives his-son-in-law S 0.

“Taylor, who has a good job -in

"Colurnibia, but who ‘was at home

fora furlough “helping Mr. Robir:

lson do some very much needed -
farm work, labor now being very
Iscarce.

l “Not . far dl,stant is. Bethel
lMethodlst .Church, of which Mz

,R’ébl'ﬁmh’”’ﬁ?é"Bgén”‘sﬁper‘mfeh‘? '

wadent of ,Sunday.-.School.ior about
25yea £ oo f
“4Then*the - home and” store' of
Thomas ‘Wat Mann.. The Manns
are not so numerous in Fairfield
'as they formerly were, ‘much to
the loss of Fairfield, and as his

" name indicates he is kin to that
other prominent family, the Watt
, family, which brings.to mind that
excellent _WOman Mrs Glamer

;ears ago, of the

P:..chyrch, There
has llved no more capable woman
than Mrs. Glazier Rabb. 'She was
in- her pnme m Reconstructlon

out” attempting. ,“ give-
them-in; the order passed but -
“merely to indicate’the: high’ class
of pebple who live along this road, .

.the ‘homeé of"“‘Lloyd Frldy,
11 WW.

 Claude;: and‘WIIbur Lew1s ‘Mrs.
mﬂm

«;Floyd, - Herbert . Ligon,. Ray
xBrooksfand Mills Estes There is
“life and brdins and great promlse
for Falrfleld “with: such * people
living thhm a few rmles of each
other. .

Much npened gram oats and

A Century of News

s heat bordered the road, but the
.estlmate 18" that not as much is to
“be" ‘gathered - this year as last
because of the scarcity of labor

The Greenbrler section comes

‘next. Slxty years ago this was one
of the prosperous sections of Falr-
field, and it is today, well main-
ltamed homes and premises show
this; ' 'But the Grim Reaper’ has
" taken a number of splendid
lcxtlzens from this nelghborhood

Now. we. are'in the Wmnsboro
Mills villlage - one of the finest
‘mill villages in the world; every

~word is weighed and meant - one

‘of the finest mill villages in thew
world:, - ‘Absolutely ‘true.”  And
‘right here in this village:is about
one-seven

” T ERITE
' populatlon of Falrfleld ahhm

[and they are the busiest part, of
‘the population. Great is the value
‘'of products produced here. It is
‘here that labor and brains com-
bined produce results that bless

“the world. .

mm, John
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“Winnsborough”

e GNA
By Benjamit Franklin
Hornsby, Jr.-
South Carolina
Department of Archives
and History
When President George
Washington arrived in

Columbia in 1791 or his.

goodwill tour of the South,
contemporary accounts tell
today’s readers that many
visntg::s from the com-
Mmunities surrounding Colum-
bia. came to pay their
respects to the President.

One of these communities
was Winnsboro. Many men
frpm that town had cont
tributed  strong - military
leadership in the quest for
American independence and
had. taken an active part in
the early formation of the
government of South Carolina.
and the nation.

John and Richard Winn

were probably among. the
Winnsboro  contingent . to
welcome the - President.
Three Winn brothers  had
come to South Carolina prior

to the Revolutionary War.

Like President Washington,.
two of them, .John and
Richard, had been trained as
surveyors, a skill quite useful’
in opening the new land in
South Carolina. Richard Winn
was one of the commissioners
appointed by the General
Assembly in March 1786 for
erscting the new town of
Columbia™ and one can im-
agine the pride these com-
missioners felt when Presi-
dent Washington visited the
new capital city. . -

. .
Winnsboro had made its
first. progress toward the
establishment of a town in
the 1770s:; By the time of the
Revolutionary War, the Winn
surname was. so thoroughly
associated with the place that

the borough” -adopted it. .

Today's Winnsboro Historic

District, listed in the National
Régister of Historic Places, -

is: primarily located ' within
the original grid plan laid out
in:1785 by an act of the South
Carolina General Assemnbly.
Today it is-still possible to
see some of the structures
that were in Winnsboro at

that time. :

Ulues ;,-’a‘svi»;to what life was
like in Winnsboro can also be

found ‘in'ithe 1785 act. The
stieets"and}Iots: for a church’

and market place were made
public property-and two fairs
wére. established to be held
semi - annually, in May and
October, for the purpose of
selling horses, cattle, grain,
hemp, flax," tobacco, indigo,
and all sorts of produce and
merchandise. These fairs
were festive -occasions and
many liberties were granted.

For instance, no one was ar-
rested:‘ except' for treason,
felony, other capital crimes,
or breach of the peace.

One of the most popular
spots.in town was the tavern.
The county court regulated
the price of drinks, meals,
and lodgings. A featherbed
with clean linen cost only-six
pence, and a fine dinner
could be had for one shilling,
two pence. In 1785, several
licenses to operate taverns
were granted.

Winnsboro’s- chief associa-

tiorn with the “Revolution is:

the result of the Battle of
Kings Mountain. “When
Charleston fell in the spring
of 1780, Lord Cornwallis, the
British commander in the
South, considered\ South
Carolina a conquereéd pro-
vince "and began his march
north to finish his work.
However, the Battle of Kings
Mountain in October changed
his plans. , - ‘ ‘
This - Patriot victory was

due to :numerous and

formidable -mouritain - men
‘who_came down . to attack
British. Major Ferguson and

showed themselves to be the:
inveterate enemies of the:

Loyalists and the British,”
words that Cornwallis used to
describe the back mountain
men in correspondence to Sir
Henry Clinton on December
29, 1780.

After Ferguson's defeat at
Kings Mountain, Cornwallis
fell back from Charlotte to
Winnsboro to consclidate this
position in South Carolina. He
reached ‘Winnsboro late in
October, 1780 and was head-
quartered there until early in
January, 1781. Winnsboro was
actually the command post
for the British effort in the.
South at that time. Not only
was numerous correspon-
dence dated from there, but
many major decisions were
made in Winnshora. .

N

““taken:the*sentence gr‘e’atli-

Interesting legends are still
told regarding Cornwallis’s
stay in the town. One of these
involved a Whig plan to am-
bush and capture. the British
commander. John Winn and
his - brother, Minor, with
another unnamed Patriot,
discovered Cornwallis’s habit
of taking morning and even-

‘ing - rides - ‘and stationed

themselves  along his
customary path, rifles .in
hand, to cut him off. But they
were apprehended by a band
of Tories and condemned to

.. Minor; Winn' is said to. have.
to' heart” -and sent for a
minister, Winn and the
minister kneeled in prayer
for hours with-the gallows in
full view. At the appointed
time for the execution,
friends stood listening for the

‘drum and fife as the political

prisoners were to be marched
to the gallows. Instead, they
were marched to Lord
Cornwallis’s headquarters
and Pardoned. ‘Minor Winn
fvas persuaded that this was
an express answer to his
prayers, and .subsequently,
after days of frolic, suffered
with guilt and repentance.
Others  say that these
Whigs - were pardoned by
Cornwallis as a result of the
efforts . of -Colonel .John
Phillips, a Tory whose life
had -earlier been spared by
Colonet- Winn. Tradition also
states that Colonel Phillips
had-kept the race horses of
Lord Cornwallis’s fathde‘r in
England. Still.another theory.
is that Phill'ps\,aia c<.mlf?i
dant of Cornwallis,” warned
his lordship of the actionthat
would follow the execution of
these Whigs - the execution
of a hundred of his majesty’s
subjects. : o
‘By 1787, less than a decade
later, the site of the British
encampment became the site
of Mount Zion School. The
Mount Zion Society had been
established and incorporated
in Charleston in 1777 for the
purpose of founding. endaw -

ing- and: supporting a- public
school in the district " of
‘Camden for the - education
and instruction of youth.”
The membership was com-
posed of distinguished . South
Carolinians, most of the
charter members being from
Charleston. .



- o . . R . B K
Lo oL T e . S v L - R
N : s . ot P B . IV . ' - -
- Lo B T BN : K “ . - B . . . .
Lol . : P . .o : .




as president, his town as the
site of the school, and Robert
Ewlison and William Strother

two other Winnsboro
citiens) as wardens, shows
the confidence and regard the
Charlestonians held for these
men. Andrew Pickens,
Charles - Cotesworth
Pinckney, Wade Hampton,
John Huger, and William
Moultrie were among the
prominent South Carolinians
who were members of the
Society.

Today, Mount Zion
Elementary School is located
on this historic site and a
granite marker tells of
Cornwallis's encampment. A
pre. - Revolutionary home
nearby is traditionally known
as the Cornwallis House,

where the British Com-
mander is said to have had
his headquarters.

Winnsboro, in addition to. the
Cornwallis House, were stan-
ding at the time of
Washington’s' southern trip
and they remain (today.
Although somewhat altered
over the years, these homes
are Winnsboro landmarks
that are significant to the
character of the historie
district. Wynn Dee, or the
Bratton House, was a 1777
wedding gift from Richard
Winn to his  daughter
Christina and is located
across from the Mount Zion
campus; the  McCreight
House, which not only has the
distinction of being
Winnsboro’s oldest home, is

also said to be the first board .

house in town and is located
on Vanderhorst Street; Will-
ingham House, allegedly used
by British soldiers during the
British occupation, is on Lhe

Attucks Markér “

Vanderhorst Streets; and the
Winn-Hannahan House,
originally built as a kitchen
for John Winn's main house,
is on Moultrie Street.
Although Winnsboro, the
county seat of Fairfield Coun-
ty, is off the George
Washington Trail, it is an in-
teresting side trip, approx-
imately thirty miles from
Columbia on U. 8. 32L
Visitors wishing to see the
historic houses and other
buildings in the town can ob-
tain information and maps
from the Chamber of Co-
mmerce which is located in
another Winnsboro landmark,
the Town Clock, built circa
1833, and said to be the oldest
continupus running town

clock in the nation.

Visitors will be welcomed
to Winnsboro by an attractive
granite and brick sign which
reads: Welcome to Historic
Winnsboro, 1784.

This Winnsboro Blue Granite:marker in memory of Crispus Attacks was made
recently by Pigeon Granite Company of Winnsboro. The Rising Sun Baptist
Church in Lackey, Va., commissioned Pigeon to make the marker, inscribed: “To
commemorate valor and sacrifice of first black man, sailor and patriot who paid
with his life during Revolutionary War, Boston, Mass.” Attucks, who was born in
1723 and died on March 5, 1770, was the subject of a “Bicentennial Minute” aired
over television. (Photo by Steve Robinson) .

Red, white, blue
proud flag for

our new nation

- Legends are legion, but
the one thing known for
sure is that on June 14,
1777, the Second Continen-
tal Congress meeting in
Philadelphia adopted a

~

resolution that read: ~

. “Resolved: that the flag
of the United States be
13 stripes, alternate red
and white; that the union
be 13 stars, white in a blue
field, representing a new-
constellation.”
~ Although Washington
begged for the “Standard
of the United States,” he
did not receive a flag until
after the Revolutionary
War was over, in 1783.

FIRSTS

Thomas Jefferson was
the first President to be
inaugurated in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Of the first six Presi-
dents of the U.S, four
were born in Virginia.—
Washington, Jefferson,
Madison and Monroe—and
the other two were born
in Massachusetts — John
Adams and his son, John
Quincy Adams.
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"By .many, his 153 Fian 'th'é"ﬁ?ft"fir
of “Kink's" Mohntain' i

yal £9
hid ‘encampment . in
o.; The -PartiSans’ were
statnnﬁg about the’ Red Coats
like..ahgry. hornets. On, January
17, 1781; the.British met. another
serious de‘feat at Cowpens. “Con~
tinental reinforcements'- under
Green were:-marching: .from -M
land, Virginia and:North. Carolina
toward:-South Carolina. Cornwalhs
promptly-prepared: to: léave: .W«'mns-
boro .and -to.march: to meet themi
But some. of the, Whigs of Fair-
field concewed -a plan to -ambush
and’ capture: him, Lord- *CornWalhs
was accustomed to take a morning
and evening ride down' the road.
Colonel John Winn,, his som, Lieut.
Minor Winn, &- another Whig: eon-
cealed themselves-in;a, thickef; “rifle
in ‘hand, mtendmg to. cut. hlm S
They . were discovered and-appre-
hended by a band “of Tories,.and
were condemned to be hung on a
certain.day at 12:00 ‘o’clock. “Minor
Winn took ' the sentence . g'reatly
to heart and sent for the minister,
Mr.. Martin, to_pray with him; He
was under guard in the woods. The
' British.soldiers. had cut-down some
.of the- trees for- flrewood and-had
"piled, up; the brysh in heaps behind
which" Minor kneeled in. prayer,
-and, was, joined :hy the minister.
Thﬁlr exercniselﬁi contmued w:th the
gallows'.in view  till- th :
ho Frlendq sf;ood it

ton at Yorktown
npendence had' been wo
the pride and ‘pow
George. 11T, '
The. citizens of. Amenca oan. af,,.
ford to 'be. generous toward’ the
invaders.and. perhaps’ tolerant to-
ward'(the despicable'and’ mxsgulded
Tories.” Buf the worthiest  monu-
ment to Cornwalhs in -South: CaroL
lina : today is:in “Fairfield.”.:His
Lordship. was rlght when he ex-
dlaimed :““whatt.a - fajr. field!?, Al
though he was wrong. jn under-,
estimating the valor- and: patriot-
of; the ;men .and. ;women he:
coulé not conquer. )

"It Happened In Fairfield County '

Just Exactly 168

Speaking of the weather in
Winnsboro, here is a report on
it as of November 25, 1780, as
made by General Cornwallis.
This interesting memo from 'the
past was sent to The News and
Herald by Colonel Richard H.
‘McMaster, retired, loyal native
of Fairfield, now a resident of

Washington, 'D. C. The commun-
ication which follows: is self-ex-
planatory.

Lord Cornwalhs to Lleut.
Colonel Balfour S
Wynneshorough Nov 25 1780
Dear Baifour* AN

The last mghts gale kept me
awake T thought of olu- friends.

CLIPPINGS'FROM: W
FLENI\]II 7'S SCRAP BOOK

- Vien, 1}

SECOND.DAYS\ENG oS
AT. SE]VEN INES:

ered Wlth blood from
‘to-his knees, “He wastol

General Bratton’ from South Garo-
lina.- He lmqulréd if *he: couli gpea\k
to h1m but Was told “No

and\was suffermg more:f
ssijof :blood tha 1 the:

l\%extx mormng +thi
howthe "

he.. could spea

.Kemev o;t' Pennsﬂvama. ;- Bot]
‘pressed ‘pleasure’in . meeting.

General’ Kerney said “On vth.e*
fleld we are enemies; here''we are
friends.” General Bratton exbende;l
his .hand,,but wad. 80 1mpressed he'
could mnot- speak. The \first : hme
in'‘his_life that' his feelings | gotx
the ‘better. of; him!.:

A beard1e8s ‘boy of elghteen a-
icross “the. -aigle, who had: lost: ‘his
leg was', frequently in tears. . He

ment devine- a.nd a:Ds. D. Ev
lovéd-and’ adnnred hifh.:

Years Ago Today.

Gates is certainly come up to-
ward Charlottetown with all the
Continentals he could. muster-
they say from.700 to 1000 infan::
try; in these are included Bur-
ford’s eighteen month men, as.
they report -300 cavalry. I can~
not conceive, however, that there
-are  above ‘half that number._\

-I saw two, North. Carolina.men,,
‘who met some :of Sumpter’s: fugs
itives, and 'who - learned from
them, that: he was. speechless.
and certainly past*all hopes...

We have lost two great. plagues
‘in ‘Sumpter and Clarke. - I" wxsh.
| your friend Marion' was as- qu1 £

Yours ever, . Lt

. CORNWALLIS' PR
and’ General Bratton . ,became ac-
qudinted and it; proved to be W.. M:
Grier of Due West, S. C.. He was’
Jntroduced to General. \Kerney who
‘made frequent . visits to the hospis
tal.’ “They -all ‘became fast friends
that: Jasted through life. -, About"
the thl;rd morning General’ Kemeyv
came in ‘and ‘said: “General ‘Brat- )
t?n ‘T have deposu;ed $200.00 in the '
) your. .eredit’-for’ yourself‘

j of ;your - comrades. “Here |
B ,1cate of. the Jdepozm;.‘
NS i thig amount is “used up’
ot write me or get someone to do
11: for_you and I ‘will} make ‘another
depbsn:. ‘Here' is, ' my -address;  “I
am’ speechless” sald Genera.l Brat-
ton. i y

After the war, a correspondence
started up between them and Gen-
eral ‘Bratton' invited - eneral’ Ker-
ney ‘to. vigit him for a; week . on’ }us
jplantatlon in . Fairfield County, ‘S
C., which he: did. . General Bratton
said no'two ‘'school girls had'a more
dehg‘{\ tful time than they had: seat-

@ log in ‘the. ‘woods ‘convers-
i Ig “After paymg General Bratton
a 'v1s1t Mr.,*W ‘M. Grier: mv1ted
‘General Kerney and General Brat-
ton o ‘his"home.  ‘General. Kerney.
w it‘but ‘General Bratton could not ;
‘go General Kerney: remained fow-
‘days: i

M, -Grier ‘sgid * the " visit
wonld’ have been complete had Gen-:
eral Bratton been one ‘of the t;hree.;l

"\Was there' a more gramous ‘act,

hg.n that’ of General Kerney; to-i
rwa:rd a stranger and.an enemy? -

Mr, Flenniken, when he gave the
above for _publication, - made: the‘,
following personal ; observations:

" When' General Bratton enliste
among the first in the war, he did’
“it s ‘a private in the ranks;  When'
‘the war. ended, he was a Brigadietr:
Genera.l He was- urged time” and’

. again’ to run- for governo of Si

C but declined. -
W M qner became and-, llmrm-

7
3
:
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or. to:; _nfg_' the, Revolu.
ry- War, .- Fairfield ‘County
‘Wag: a part of Craven Gounty, of
varoya.l ‘province of South Caro-
lina; Winnsboro, was the head-
quarters of Lord Cornwallis from’
‘October 1780 to January 1781, af-

Ser: the - defeat lof Ferguson at
Kings Mountain, when he retreat-
ed from Charlotte. The British
General was so delighted with the |
country :around Winnsboro, that
“he exclaimed, “What fair fields!” |
-Afteyr the Revolution, it became!
-part of Camden- District, and in-
1798 wag made " inbo the present:
county of Fairfield, réceiving its:
name because of the words of-
Lord Cornwallis. '

. Two battles, o, skirmishes, of
the Revqlutionary War took place]
in Fairfield County, namely those!

1of: Mobley Meeting House and

Dutchmanis Creek.

| The first .was that of Mobley

M-e_eting ‘House, in the year 1780.
This year was a. dark period for’
the- patriots of Carolina, Charles-
ton' surrendered on the 12th of
May, and General Lincoln and'the
‘American .army became prisoners
of war. This succesg was follow-
ed up by vigorous movements. One
expedition secured the important.
post’ ‘of Ninety Six; another 'se-
cured the country bordering on the
Savannah; and Lord Cornwallis
passed - the Santee and- took
Georgetown. - v

- The British line ran thru the
present counties of Chesterfield,
Kershaw, Fairfield, Newbetry and
Abbg:vil‘.e. They held quiet pos-
session of all the State to the
south and east of that line. The

Provincial Congresg had' determin-
ed to organize a military force of
18 regiments. The province was
then divided into 12 military dis-
tricts, one of which was Camden,
embracing the country between
Lynch’s Creek anq the Congaree,
the present counties of Richland,
Kershaw, Sumter, Fairfield and
Chester. : .
rmed garrisong were posted !

throughout the state, which lay at |,
the mercy: of the conquerors, to!
over-awe the inhabitants and se-!
cure /& return to their allegiance. |

For several weeks all military
opposition ceased; and it was the
boast of Sir Henry Clinton that:
here, at least, the American Rev-
olution was ended. It was his|
plan after conquering the South,
to carry his .campaign ‘to the
North, A proclamation was ‘issued,
denounting vengeance, on ‘all who
should' dare appear ' in] arms, save
unq«er, the royal :authority, and of-
fering pardon, with few excep-
tions, to those who wou'd acknow-
ledge it and accept British protec-
tion, . The_ great majority. of the
people, believing resistance uns-
vailing and hopeless,: took the iof-
fered . grotection‘ :'while. those - who
refused apsolute submission, were;
exiled oy imprisoned.” "

pouth, 2,1 Hag” abundantly:
appeareqd’in ‘the pages "of History."
Friends and families were ‘divided
in.opinion jag to-its cause, and:still
more, so in regard to the course of
eventg which had' followed “resu't-
ing in -the Declaration iof Inde-
pendence. But ‘these. differences
\in,the Low Country had caused lit-
tle bloodshed by native Carolinians
at the hands of each other. Few of
the Tories in that, section took up

men. In the new field of war, alas,
the people who had not been .in-
terestqd in 'the questions whlich
brought “on the trouble  were  to
fight everyone against his broth-
er, and everyone against his neigh-
bor, and the most idreadful inter-
nécine strife ‘'was mow to ' rage
throughout the country beyond the
fallg of the rivers. The Scotchmen
in Chatleston, ’especially  the
Scotch merchants,' haq almost un-
animously. opposéd the Revolution
and so had the many Scotch trad-
ers in ‘the Piedmont region. “The
Scotchmen in Charleston, however
jcontented themselves with passive
resistance to the, Revolutionary
party until the fal' 'of the towm,
and then did little more than con-
gratulate Sir Henry Clinton upon]
his victory over their ‘rebellions
fellow townsmen. But in the Up
-Country, they rose with the ad-
'vance of the British, and with her-’
ioism ' and' determination fook part
;in the War. R

The ‘fact is recorded that the in-
habitants’' of York District never.
gave their paroles, nop decepted
protection as Brifish subjects; pre-
ferring resistance and exile 'to
‘subjection’ and inglorious peace.
‘A few .individuals who were ex-
tepted. from the benefits of the
proclamation, with others in whose
breastg the love of liberty was un-
conquerable, ‘sought / refuge in
Northy Carolina. They were fol-
lowed by the Whigs of York, Ches-
ter, Fairfield, and some other dis-
tricts bordering on that State, who
fled from 'British troops ‘as they

arms against théir fellow country- .

| so generally participate in

- 'Po’ crush this'bold and - deters’
‘mined spirit; British. officers ‘and
‘troops ‘were: dispatched, in.maraud-
‘ing parties, to. every nook:' and
“corner. of South™Carolna. authoriz:’
"ed: to punish every Whig with ‘ut.
most  vigor, and to call upon Loy-
alists to aid in the work of car
nage. The Tories in this section:
began to gather and organize. On
May 26, 1780, that is, three days,
Before' the massacre in the Wax-'
haws, a party lof these marauders
assembled at Mobley’s Meeting
House, several miles west = of
Winnsboro, in the present County
of Fairfield; This meeting house
had .been built by Edward ‘Mob.|
ley, Senior, and hid sons, as an:
Episcopal church. They permitted
other denominations to use it, and!
at this time it-had become a meet-!
ing place for Whigs and Tories.
Colone! William Bratton, -of Yiork,
‘Capt. John ‘McClure, of Chester,
and Major Winn gathered  the,
Whigs and defeated and dispersed’
the Tories, who fled at the first
crack of the rifle. There-is mno;
account of the casualties on-either
side. o g ;

The condition of affairs  in
South Carolina was without paral-
le! in the history'of the Revolu-
tion. No other state was so com-
pletely overrun by. British, forces,
no other state_so divided upon the
questions at issue, and -in' none
other did. the. men. of both sigﬁs.

e
struggle. In none other: were Tory
organizations from other states. so
much used in connection with Roy-.
al troops to - subdue .. American
Whigs, thus :attempting ‘to -carry
. out the British ministerial plan of
overcoming Americins by Ameri-
cans,  While ‘South Carolina. re-
ceived but. little  assistance from
the North,: her territory was. gar-

marched into the upper country. to

selves in .companies, . and ~under

Biatton, Winn, Moffat and' others;
began to collect .on’ the frontier
and to harass the victorioug enemy
by sudden .and desultory attacks.-
At the time when this noble: dar-
_ing was displayed, the State was
unable to feed or clothe or arm
the soldiers. They depended on
their own exertions for -every-
‘thing necessary fto carry on the
warfare. They tabernacled in the
woods and swamps, with wolves
and other beasts of the forest; and
frequently wanted both for food
and clothing. =~ ;

compel “the entire submission ;of
the conquered province. - ‘These pa-|
triot exiles soon organized them-;

their gallant ‘leaders, - Sumter,:

i

.. Tory, -Captain.Huck, at the head

risoned by Americans serving in
- the' British Army, enlisted from
' Connecticut, :New %Irork, New Jer-
sey and from Pennsylvania, North.
ern (States furnished also several,
excellent - Tory officers who oper-
ated with ‘the British .-Army in
South Carolina. * Pennsylvania fur-
nished the notorious. Huck. - When
the report of the-disaster at Mob-
ley Meeting House was conveyed.
to Rocky Mount, in Chester Disw
trict, Colonel: Turnbull, the' Com-
mander of a.strong detachment ‘of
British . troops-iat’ that point, de-
termined on’summary vengeance,
and for.that ‘purpose sent. the

of 400 _cavalry, and ‘a considerable.
body of Tories, all well mounted,
with the following order: .. = . °
. “To-Capt. Huck. You are hereby
wordered, with the cavalry ' under
your command, to proceed to the:
frontier of the province, collecting
al! the royal militia with you on
Vour march, and with said force
to push-the rebels as far as, you
may deem convenient.” =
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Soon. ended by Sam
of Fairfield ‘Count
from s ‘Wowse. . T o T

- When Washingtons -corps,: on -a-
| march -through the Wplands, halt-,
“ed jat .Ingleman’s Mil!, on" Wilkin-
son’s: Creek, they were wholly out
of :money and supplies. The -Com-
missary, Mr. Hutchingon, was sent
40 Mr. Philip Pearson’s, nearby, to

his men, and food for hig horses.
.Fop one week ‘the horses and men
were abundantly furnished from
Mr. Pearson’s farm, and Mr. Pear-.
son waived all compensation. Like-
wise,  Mr, Reuben Harrison fur-
nished Gen. Greene and his men
'with' bread, vegetables, cattle, and
sheep, anq when Gen. Greene was
leaving, he tendered -1 certificate-
for the supplies furnished and Mr.
Harrison said, “No, we are all en.
gaged in the same great cause—
Your success will be. my pay.” -

addition to serving as a soldien
fornished a field of grain and a
horse without remuneration.

Another interesting incident wasg
after the defeat of the British at
Blackstock, when: the  British
troops dropped down to Fairfield
County,’to the home of Mrs. Man-
tha Dansby. The widow with her
children. was ordered out of the
House. She refused o go; force
was threatened. She bid defiance
to force: “I will not say what 1
am, but you say I am a British?
s’_ubject, and if s0, T have. the
rights of a British subject until I
1am| legally, divested by the werdict
|of a jury. If you'must need have
shelter, go take the kitchen, and
,make the best of it.” They took
-her at her word, and British offi-
;ce.rs, richly clad, and trimmed off
{with laces and decorated with gold
epaulets, were glad to find asylum
in poor Martha Dansby’s kitchen.
Many of the British officers and
rgoldiers wounded =at Blackstock
died here.

Pearson and Sirother

Early Settlers &

try to secure meat and bread for'.

Andrew Feaster, of Fairfield, in |

Two Generals of |
2g S T L

War Wlt[l‘!’ England
' (970 :
(By Aficd A, B. Walker) .

In “fHewdpiiediite area : north |
of: ¥tHlis “catled/sthe sandhills
of, “South Cardlina’ in the 'earlyl
1700’s came the first settlers of/|
this section. They were Eng'lis.i!
people ‘from Virginia and Mass-'
#achusetts. The Catawba Indians
here ‘were in goodly numiber.
Almost immediately there a-!
gose.animosity between the :white
apd :red men, and a few atroci-
ties hy the Indians were mndted.
Caftle pens were established 'by
soifie wearly settlers in whdt is
now  Fairfield County.  These
vere the first commercial ven-

y 1700

VIotner JUouUnITy-ang a;great ‘neea;
by the colonists: iin " this “Up-i
Country,” o thave means of:
prompt and igreater punishmenit!
to growing unlawful acts of poor:
white ,roving population bent on:
thievery for a livelihood.
Scotch, ‘Seotch:Irish and Hugu-.

enots added 'to the growing pop-

ulation., These ‘were educated
and religious -people. They ‘began
to realize with the growing poli-
tical pressure from England that
there was need .of independence

from. England. This appeared the
only solution #o .growth of the!
colonies and a ‘happy way of

life.

ideals who /had been educated in
the British Isles and France,

When .action of the American.

Revolution -started, the area
known mow as Fairfield County

had citizens whe hagl accumulat--
-ed large Jand holdings and pro-’
- portionate wealth. ‘The physical

efforts of Africans in limited
number aided in the growth of
agricultural projects, As a result,
there were in this section many
men that were efficient as lead-
ers in political decisions and in
raising of troops and training
soldiers. This section aend its
borders produced a goodly num-
ber of valorous men who joined
captains and colonels in the
militia. Among these were John
and Richard Winn.

During the last years of the
Revolution much of the action
was in South Carolina. Its story
is the saga of the heroic struggle
of the inhabitants of this part of
the country. There were 134
conflicts with the British in South
Carolina. In 1786 there were in
the state 34 battles and skirm-
‘ishes in 86 days.

" Brigadier-General John Pear-'

son, who firgt entered service in
the Revolution as captain, was

born either in Fairfield or Rich-.
land County May 30, 1743, He.

was well educated. When a very
young man, he took out generous
land grants on Rread River. He
married Sara Buford.

- Soon after he entered the State

Militia, he was. elgyated to the

rank of captain in General Sum-
ter’s regiment. On August 27,
1800, he was made Brigadier-
General. .

After hostilities ceased, Gen.
Pearson became a member of the

State Assembly as rgpresentative

of the district between the Broad
and Catawba Rivers., He had also
served as State Senator for Fair-
field, Chester and  Richland
:;q:unties and in 1778-80 as tax

‘A man of literary accomplish-
ments and marked integrity, ‘he
was known over the county for
his benign action and Christian-
ity. T :

John Pearson died October 25,
1817, and is buried in what is
now Parr, South Carolina. He
left descendants of the highest
character.

" General William Strother was
born 1in Virginia or South Carg-
lina. He was the son of Charles
Strother, who moved from Vir-
ginia to Charleston,- South, Caro-
lina. General Strother married
first, Catharine Dargan; seeond,

- . - Dorothy Singleton; third, Sara or
This area of :South Carolina:
had produced many men of lofty’

Sallie Woodward.: He Hadi large
land-grants near . Wipgsboro,
South Carolina. He digd in 1830
at home on his plantation, which
was in the Second Provincial
Congressional District between
the Broad and Catawba Rivers—
1775-1776. »

William Strother was a mem-
ber of the First General Assem-
bly; Commissioner to divide Dis-
tricts 1783-84; Justice of Peace;
Commissioner of Roads; A mem-
ber of the :House of Representa-
tives — St. Davids, 1782-84; Pres-.
idential Elector, 1808; South
Cabolina Senator, 1804-1810 and
1812. He resigned from ilhe. Sen:.
atgl to go into U. S. Army in- the-
War;of 1812, serving as. Major-

the colonists’ cause and 'became || General of Second Division, In|

the S. C. Militia, he was brigade|
inspector and Major-General. He ‘
also held the following public:
offices: Commissioner of Public’
Buildings; Tax Collector; Com-
missioner to approve securities;-
Commissioner to run the line be-
.tween Fairfield and Richland
+Districts, 1818; Commissioner of
free schools; and Commissioner
for navigation of upper Pee Dee
River. He was a member of St.
David’s Episcopal Church and
served as Vestryman in 1775 and
as its warden in 1782,

He was an incorporator of the
Mt. Zion Society in 1777 and ser-
ved as its warden. He was. said
to have given much aid to Mt.
Zion College when it was found-
ed in Winnsboro. | L
; _He left descendants of note in
| Fairfield, Newberry and Rich-
land counties,

1
4
4
3
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[Ihethomas: Woodward Ghapter,
years ago with the cooperation of the
late Mr. Dian Heyward of Rion, and
the assistance of Grover F. Patton
erected the handsome gateway to the
‘park, marking in bronze tablet the
history of the servant and his mast-
‘ter. The gateway was spoken of ak
the time of erection as being the
 most impressive marker erected by
| the Daughters of the American Rev-
‘olution in South Carolina. The gate-
way was designed by the efficient
engineer, Mr. Joe Timmons, of
| Winnshoro. The handsome memorial
‘gateway at the entrance of Tamasses
School'is copied from the drawings
of the Fortune Springs Park marker.

The D. A. R. exhibit has been view-
ed with interest by towns folk and

a goodly number of visitors to

Winnsboro

State Regent Prig!;as at Tamassee

& iy

&

Winnshoro,
Bratton
chapter, United Daughters of the

Mrs. J. BE. Bzuce,
president of the John

Confederacy hag been elected to
this office 14 times.

She is now serving her 14th
term as president of this chapter
and is as energetic and enthusias-
tic and untiring as she was when

first elected.
Each year she tenders her re-

MRS. MATTHEW W. PATRICK

Mrs. Matthew  W. Pairick of While Oak, State Begent of the
National Society, Daughters of the American Revolution, and a
member of the Thomas Woodward Chapter of Winnsboro, pre-
sided at the annual Founder’s Day cerentonies at Tamassee the
weekend of Oct. 26-27. She was official hostess for the exer-
cises which brought prominent members of ihe Society from
Maine to California io the ouistanding D.A.R. School.

- The school, located a few miles from Walhalla, is supporied
by the Daughters of the American Revolution for underprivileged
mountain children. There are about 213 children living on the
grounds and equally as many come in as day siudenis from the
surrounding ferritorv. A more complete account of the Found-

signation and each year the mem-
bers refuse to accept it angd she
is again unanimously elected.

I The celebration of the fiftieth
anniversary, Thomas Woodward
| Chapter, National Society of the
Daughters of -the American Rev-
olution, on Friday, May 21, was
an outstanding historical occasion
and social event. The tea and re-
ception were held at the Fairfield
Country Club.

Attending were many prominent
members, including present chap-
ter Regents and former state
Regents. Former members of the
Thomas Woodward ‘and ' Richard
Winn chapters werd invited..

Among the .guesls present was
Mrs. F. H. H. Calhoun of Clemson,
former State Regeni. In May of

er’s Day activities will be published in a latier issue of The News

' and Herald.

1915, Mrs. Calhoun visited in the
|Ehome of the lale Mrs. David de
Vere de Verille Walker, Sr., in
Winnsboro, for the purpose of or-
ganizing the chapter named after
the famous patriot and soldicr,
Thomas Woodward.

Woodward gained the rank of
captain due to bravery and mili-
tary prowess displayed in the
French and Indian Wars, where he
fought ~'under General  George
Washington. TTe laler organized
and operaled with citizens of TMair-
field Counly a court, “The Regula-
tion,” for the purpose of trials for
{hieves who: would otherwise have
escaped to the distant Royal Col-
ony capital, Charleston. 1e also

raised and equipped one of the
first military companies in South
Carolina’s “Up-country,” a group
of horse soldiers who fought in the
Revolution. Woodward was mor-
tally wounded while fighting in the
Longtown section. He died on May

12, 1779, and was buried in the
old Woodward cemetery,

Charter members of the chapter
‘Were. 12 descendants of Thomas
Woodward, and a 13th member
who was married o a descendant.
The chapter has been awarded
h_OI\lO_L‘S.‘fOI' its active role in up-
!_wlding to the highest degree the
ideals and carrying out the goals
of the Society.
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Vera Cruz, Mexico, March 30, 1847.

Dear Brother: I take the o?pnrtn-‘
nity of writing a few lines to Inform
you of our health; and Iam bapp{ to
;Iag that Iam alive yet, and Brother

ward [¢ well also. W. R. C. s
‘tolerably well. Ie and I have been
‘unwell, bn{ aro belter now. Waare
nut able to take up mearching yet. Our
regiment has just Inft for Alvarado to
take the town. We have laken the

reat city of Vera Cruz without losiug
gnt 15 men, and none of them weore
out of the Palmetto Regiment, .Hur-
ruh for that! We were placed around
the town in line of battle. We have
boen clipped pretty close some tlmes
with their bails and bombes, bat God |
touvk care of us. We have never beeu
in a fair battlo yet. We were inone
serimmage. Oar company did not get
to gheut; wo were under the hill duar-
ing the battle actlng asskirmishers.
Oh, if I could juet have gotten
chance to shont wy 26 rounda I think
I would lave downed some of the
Dbright feathers.  But, thank God,
‘there 16 a chance . yet 1o bring some of
them down, if they don’t makean
gcoiden;a‘i ghol amcll get me first,
‘hove picked up thelr woro
funingpn.ronnd we. Hlﬁ%ur
victory ! Hurrah for our victory! We
bave tolerably tough times, bat, how-
‘ever, we will go abead until peace is
'made, i
' Glve my reapects fo sll our friends|
and weeit‘m best wishes for your
\worldly happ . Wylio sends his
'best rospects to you all. Edward the
‘same, !
I do not have timeto write much, !
and this ivk is made out of powder
and water, the best wo can afford,|
Brother E.fu. B. was all threugh the
town yesterdey. He saw destroction
everywhere, and the blood that our!
balls and bombs drew from (he poor
fellows and the women and children.
QOur cannon made a lane when she
shet Into the town, knocking down
thoir walle and houses. We gave
them thunder for § days. With onr
‘cannon we supposed that we killed 20
hordred Moxicans and only lost 15 of
our Americans. Hurrah for our vie
tory! Hurrah for Gen, Beott!

No more, dear brother; I have wril-
fen to yon twice aud 10 fatber once
and to Willlam ouce; but I suppose
yon have all stopped writing to me
now. Thia ia my last thno that Iin-
tend to write until you wrile me,
Farowell, Bdwatd, Wylie and my-
self sond our leve to youall. My re-
specta to you and Jauo and Bud and
Betsoy. Tell little Jobn howdy for
me, and all the people about.

. . l?four most l%\lr]lng ];)rulho:' l;ill death

B OF FIFTY YEARS AGO. cslls, os. Nuwton Brown.
A LETTE e | BEdward M. Brown sends his best
The following lettor .which W=a8 respocts to Tilman an:l J. Mathews and

t ra. ago, was to you all,
miltien -abaut Afty. yeeELRec, ell Brother William and all of them

kindly given us for pubileguon by ]i‘:'." Mgl et AR b
| J. L. Brown, a brother of the author oo, q01f Thos, M. Browh,
of the letter. Tho letter was written

from ~Vera Cruz during tho Mexican
|war by Mr. Thomas N. Brown, 8
| fairficld man, who went from Bouth
Carolina with the Palmetto Rogiment.
The latter is very interestiug, snd wai
written with ink made from s mixture
of powder and waler:

1




Stm'y‘r of “Loét Dauphin® Is Revived‘

D. A.R. Display of Anthue Objects Underscores
Fact That Fairfield County Is “Rich in History”

(By Alice A. B. Walker)
qov pRifa=0 96 2-

Pictured here are many Historic Artlcles Displayed in Congress

Ketchin Mercantile Company. (See story for details.)

Hlsbory is the record of man'
through the ages — a- story of his
development in nation, state and in-
{imate locality.

The instinctive desire to tell to
later generations of his life struggle,
of environmental conditions even in
ancient times is proved by the
unvmg on stones and writing of
scrolls in many lands.” : i

-In our continent, recent discover-
ies s&mw it is not after all so young
fom}atlon of the earth as heretofore
had ‘been supposed.

Along with the writing of history
as a personal deed in satisfaction o
pass on to others experiences of the

conduct and values for the future,
‘On history and-immediate events na-
tional and world, strategy and devels
epments are marked and decided.

‘South Carolina, Fairfield County,
Winnshoro, hrave led in patriotism iny
wars. In early conflicts their men
have gone to fight for the right, and
the past gencrations' have shown
stamina in World Wars.

Fairfield and Winnsboro have had
many IIRSTS. And there follows a
few historical facts about the coun-
ty.

olution, and afterwards, crime in the |

life of a certain period of years “Up-Country” districts developed to
the detailed account of our past in an alarmm“ degree. With the state |
natmn and state holds peculiar in- capital in distant Charleston and |
Lerest to us — but not so deep in- 'persistent pleas for help to no avail|

te‘est as does the. 1ecorclm;_, of the for relief from this condition, the
o | ‘dangerous brigandry in Camden Dis-~

‘ tnct became greater, Men of the
of 1nan5 ta- 1gheri hlg;hest calibre united and organized
‘ spn'xtually wihat was called ““The Regulators”
hys ally is the 1nost vital aim 'in Fairfield County to curb criminal-
ation. And we stop and lis- ity. “The Regulators” held courts
ten to ﬁ'nat which speaks of the near, and decided on proper penalties, but
dear hhmgs, places and people. = on the way to Charleston the prison-,
Wihhout common knowledge ‘of ers were often taken from guards
what we have been, known, and our: by their sympathizers and relatives.

hgm'm c‘varactm-lst[cs, we  cannol Thomas Woodward was the leader in
s nliteeea. ltha mavement in Fairfield County

_,__,_

‘ments of the present years nor our and

in Colonial days, during the Rev-,

Street window

says this
institution

history
started the

af{

regulation
of District

Courts of tie State of South Carolina.

Earliest of any scheduled or Sys- |

tematic study club of the state was
a group of outstanding students of
the timeg in Fairfield meeting in
private homes to read the rare Lon-
don Gazette and other pamphlets
and books of historic interest. Later
the two-room house of what is known
now as the Cribb house was used
for the meetings of this club which
was known as the Mt. Zion Literary
Society. A letter, ragged and worm,
recently found, speaks of. the club
as being in existence in the year
1771. The clubp later, upon the sug-
cestion of Robert Buchanan, of
| Charleston, who had the first classic
school in Charleston, was organized
into the Mt. Zion College for young
men. The charter wag not asked for
promptly, but it was granted on ap-
plication February, 1777, and Robert
Mills, historian and = statistician.
states in his writings, “No man of
note in the state did not pass through
the halls of Mt. Zion during its
flower.”” And these men, twelve 'in
number, who were charter members
builded well, for then Greek, Latin,
and - Theology ‘were added. to the
regularly - required studies: of a



.A few mxles from lensboro, .ﬁhe
county seat of Fairfield, is the old
mansion of the _gentleman-planter,
Colonel James Kineaid, . the' ‘place}
now being called Heyward Hall..
Here in principal ‘was first invented
the. cotton gin which to a great de-
gree restored the devastated*

i

structlon
known = that being about:1833 — it
is thought the;resemblance of some
|of the features and lines of the build- |
ing to the sectxon. of Independence
Hali - in [’thiladelphm, designed by-

is only approxnnately

the famous ﬁohert Mxlls — statis-]
ticial, historian’ and’ arehltect — al-
so architect of our beautiful court-:
house and other fine buildings in the;
state —-may prove that the bown;
clock is the product of his mind. -

» Six’ nnles fsouthwest of Wmnsboro
is the hrmtless quarry of suky, gray
textured. gramte of bhe greatest ten-
sil strength in the world, according
to the World’s Fair estimate of the
, product

| In the town of Wumsbmo hved;

T 1ed tt‘w son'of the Lost Dauphin,
) anee, Colonel James Henry
Rmn a bnlhant barrister. He served
in’ t.he Confederate War and bought;
from the Mansel Hall Estate the
nhouse ofl thie corner of Congress and
Calhoun Streets, the fine residence
now owned by James W. Stephenson,
Jr. -

- Colonel Rion, or James ‘Hem‘y de

~Canadxan) was brought to Savan
a}r Georgla,_‘and leftthele for
e :

‘Wojld, a-'son. - Lolonel 1uon sel
;gagantly;in‘ the- .Con!edérat_‘e. ar

efusy a’ guleralshlp, because as
he st ated, “1 wish to stay wnt.h my
In h:s last days he dlsclosed

et.of his life — 'ohat he was

secreted ‘to

been: ;
Zan *’tﬁat"he ‘and: ‘as listed by Miss Fayssoux and the ‘“Marse Lafayett

il the state. And
W had’ cl;ar,ge f pgxe Confederate Hosq

{pial i aimd

(3
Ql_ ter of,

Bl

| tamily verify these facts).’ Colone_];
Rion in his last days produced pos-

sessions in gold with the Bourbon

king’s crest, and the cross given his

father, the Lost Dauphin, by the

Pope in Rome when the young heir!
wes born '

Colonel Rlon thad one of t the firsh

pmvate gas plants ﬁor borne and

ground Ii
Colonel Rxon s mother

on the s1te of gh
i Refmw

’l}h ocal Woodward Chap-
H he Na Tx{’ﬁ ﬁﬁty.w Daugh
ers xtzhe Ame;lcan Bevolqtlon,
was mgamzed in Wmnsboro in 1915
with .eleven descendents of Thomas
Woodward *The Reﬂulator » and
the twelfth member was the wifel
of a descendent of 'Dlmmas Wood-
ward,.

Tie chapter enrollment now mm-
bers ‘47 women. This chapter is an
active unit of the National Society
organized in 1800. and boasting the
present member ship of 200,000. The -

#» Chapter Regent is Mrs. Manon E.

(Ruth Mason) Stevenson
The Daughters of the American

Revolutlon “Society isa pahrlotlc or-

ganization and. hias members in the
Americas and many foreign coun-
tries who congregate in: the Nation-
al Congress that, meets in; Washing-
ton, D. C. Our Mrs. Matthew W.
Patrick of the chapter, and White
0Oak, -has hgured conspicuously in
natiopal and. state offices of the
Society, : and Mrs -George :F.” Cole-
man, Sr.; is at. present. State Insig-
nia Chairman. The. work of the

: : anddaughter. of -
e JOR ruohanan ‘of Montreai‘ :
. ICaxnada, tm»the hands of the ‘Rion:

I‘lag of bhe Daughtels of the
Amencan Revolutzon e
Framed Pledge to the Amerrcan!

Flag

Preamble to the Constitution

The American’s Creed

Pistol of Confederate War

Picture of the old Daniel Elliott
house at Fishing Creek, Rich-
burg, S. C. This is the trome of
Mrs. T. D. Rivers’, Mrs. J. L.
Bryson’s, and others of Fairfield
County, Revolutionary ancestors.
(The above are possessions’ of

. Mrs. T. D, Rivers.) :

Ancient wine jug '

Family Bible with dates -of 1700.

.2 beautiful handmade quilts- ,

Embroidery paper - scissors ‘cut-,
out, ‘“Altar of Sacrifice,” done
by Mrs. Ruth- Mason Stevenson’s
great, great, great grandmother,
Sara Hightower. o !
(These were loaned by thel
Ghapter Regent; Mrs Marion E
Stevenson.)

Anthue glass wmeglasses pewter

‘ pitcher, belongmg to Mrs. J. S. -

Mrs

: perty of

’ GeorgeP Coleman

Table cover 'cop’ed from an old
Roman Cathegral wundow copy
of ‘the Maydower“P ,rd
omgmal deed by _g g
of England to land Xiibwn as the
old Ford Place; loaned by MISS
Alice Doty

Pamted china coffee cup of John
Woodward, son cf Thomas Wood-
ward, “The Regulator ” Cirea
1779, proper ty of MlSS Allce A
B. Walker. :

Mrs. T. H. Ketchin, Sr., lent to the

Daughters of the American Revolu- Chapter a photograph of the Revolu-
tion is preserving history, conserving tionary hero, Captain John Buohan-
mental, moral, spiritual and physic- an. This photograph: is-a small copy
al values, fostering citizenship, good Of the oil porfrait owned by Mrs.
Rion as he was called, as a young will, marking the important and Ketchin, which was the property of
child with his mother (an Enghsh moral issues of the day with the in, her father, the late George H. Me-
centive to make a better world. They Master. Captain Buchanan_ was the

‘dren of ithe Appaladnan states with
T_amassee, near Walhalla, in our.

5 imnwdrate vxcmlty.

Tlie Soclety proclauns February

of -historic objects: artxstncally ar-
‘ranged by Miss Joan Fayssoux, ‘a
‘chapter member, placed in the win-

| dow of the Ketchin Mercantile Com-

lpany on Norhh Congress Street. The

Danphm of ,chsplay will- be -viewed -through' the ties were over Pompey rode.donk A

xmonth of February. Thesé objects,

€ olso do charity and intensive work rcat uncle of George McMaster and
/in founding aceredited schools .for the late Doctor Robert Augustus!

the underpnvxleged mountain chil- Buchanan. He was i several battles
of the Revolution, and was said to

be the firstofficer to greet Lafayette
when' he landed' on "American..soil

at Georgetown,” S. .C. Buehanan
shared his-tent and servant, Pompey

d as History Month and the Thomas Fortune, with the gallant French-
.| Wopdward Chapter, with the aid of
townsfolk, are showing an exhibif’

man. At the end of the war Captain
Buchanan; gave ~Pompey Fortutie*his:
freedom:‘and 20 acres of land; which
today i§ ‘the'citv.. narktand is named
Fortune Springs Park in his’ honor.’
When - Lafayette return,ed for:
visit to Colimbia years, after: ho

back-toisee agamwhxs v "old




Soon after “droppii nf -out' of West
,‘J“";l,;n ‘Black - married "Erﬂ_

23] 1853, his cousin, Mary
Black. She: was bornin Col-
i ‘ 'y 26, 1833, daughtep-,of

Black, ; Confederate’ |
formerly of Rldgeway,

Macon, Georgla :lﬁ'l:ls is a Jit
xz‘gnd‘,important contribution %
‘History. and to the enormous i
i6f. valuable Confederate doc- g

z§ﬁ‘!’;mg published durmg the

ay The latter was the
C\ol Austin Ford Peay
| on the Wateree,. and

anf acr& aancd to’ be the~

yaoks - .of Col. Black ‘written
elling in the state. It was
“Shef

AN

pentil; in 1882 for the benefit| 1~
s children. They were owned

dest -daughter, the late

Compte Black (Mrs.

‘ed Mrs. “Mattie” Des-

nletery Mrs. Black died!
~ 1881 After her death

“the University of South
11954 Miss English gave
notebooks to Mrs. Elea-
the author of

jack’s‘ grandson, Horace
cSwain, II. They are now
1 print for the first time,

D Portes and Eunice Black mar-
ohn Davns Palmer. These two

SaFah Logan. Col. Black’s ghters: are buried at St. Ste-
1’&@-’ Joseph Black came to Dbhen’s prscopal Church, Ridgeway,

vhere-there are memorials. to Mrs.
Martha ‘LeCompte Black DesPortes.
Both ‘have descendants in the state.

Col. Black was commissioned in
the:Confederate Army in 1861, and
assigned to the 1st Regiment of
Soul:h Carolina Cavalry, under Gen-
eral Wade Hampton. Douglas South-
al_l;Eife_eman in the opening chapter
of .volume III of “Lee’s Lieuten-
ants" describes Col. Black leading
hls South: ‘Carolina Cavalry toward
Potomac with the Army of
No‘i'thern Virginia . . . “‘a sight that
‘veterans catch their breath
nd stare -and lift their hats in ad-
ampton’s regiments were

‘District /from; Pennsyl-
a Revolutxonary soldier
He fﬁaﬁi Mary Burnett. Their
1 - James A’.rz‘, Black, was
bbevﬂle in 1‘293 and’ serv-
War of 1812; He: owned
ountam ‘Iron Works m York

{[.ogan Black are buried
@ehyard of the F1rst Pres-

T
mu:atxo .

mg u _in maghnificent order. On
tp,_ right;" in advance was Cobb’s
Liegion uider Pierce Young; in sup-

5%

[161‘?,‘ and almost enechelon, was
Black's Fxrst South Carolina . . .
D) “in splendor across * the
east of Hampton’s column
W ’s"horse artillery” .

' “Y' ng and Black pressed stralght
.o'n . The enemy withdrew .

,

Hampton was' still; advancing
Dr Freeman concludes

One of the lugh points of Col.
B]ack’s memoirs is his description
of General Lee -Longstreet and Hill
at Gettysburg In Col. Black's own
words, “I here saw a council of war
and that too on a memorable field
of Battle — Geftysburg. I here saw
three men grouped together, im-
mortal names on the pages of‘i
future history. General Lee was|
standing with his back to me.!
He was the best looking, of course.
For me he was the best looking man'*
in the universe — that I always.
knew. Longstreet wag: fat and .full.
A. P. Hill rather slender. I never
saw him again or was nearer lo
him thap at that time. Directly the
conference ended and all three turn- ;
ed to leave, each in separate direc-
tion and each on foot. As General
Lee turned toward me I advanced
and saluted him. He returned the,
salute and shook hands, and turn-
ing, called Gen. Longstreet and in-
troduced me to Gen. L. and said

. “1 commend Col. B. to you as
' once a cadet under me at West
Pomt ” s

The Memmrs are also full of ref-;
| erences to Fairfield men. Col. Black|
| refers to General Barksdale remind-’
ing him of Governor John Hugh
' Means, native . of Fairfield and
governor of South Carolina, 1850-52,|
and ‘colonel of the 17th South Caro-'
lina Volunteers, who was killed at!
the batfle of Second Manassas.

Twice wounded, first at Upper-
Lvﬂle and later and more seriously’
at, ‘Brandywine Station, Col. Blacki
was orderéd back to South Carolina,,
much. to his dissatisfaction. Enroute
he stopped in Richmond at the Ex-
change JHotel, rented as a soldiers’
‘house by the. state of South Carolina
and kept by “that most excellent’
gentleman; George H. McMaster of
Wmnsboro. and: supplied by chari-
table contributions from our people
at home. My entire command was
fed by Mr McMaster,” Col Black
'concludes

o

./.

was in. command

TSR T

‘James “Island.’ Here “Col. |
HansCampb,e)ll commanded Legarels
{:Pomt! A native of Fairfield;  Col. |
Campbell before the war became|
a lawyer and newspaper editor in
Greenvxlle He signed the Ordinance
of Secessxon for Greenville County
In’ 1870, Col. Campbell became an
Eplscopal ‘minister, first serving St.
'John’s. Winnsboro, an dSt Stephen'’s,
Ridgeway, - until 1875, when -he. be-
came’ rectoy of St. Paul's, Charles-
ton, whére he ‘served.until his death,
in 1901. _ i




@ %, m o

cellem:/ offxcer and accomplished
geutleman,” -dccording to'Col. Black:
He was granted a ten days’ leave to
‘go'home and marry. This was.Capt.
Gaﬂlaud’s only visit with, his. bride,
foi' ‘he was killed at-Bentonville, N.
C after ‘the evacuation of Charles-
ton. '

The Memoxrs are full,oof stories
that add to the horrors of wat, but
there ‘are - numerous ‘instances of
Qol ‘Black’s compassxon and kind-
‘nessés to his soldiers, his orderhes,
.and:_his :devotion ‘to his farnily. At
the ‘height .of the bombardment of
Charleston "by the Federals, Col.
Black received news of the birth
of his daughter, Leile, on July 8,
1864. Showing the dispatch to Gen-
eral Talliferro beside him on the
gun platform, the General read it,
and said, “it ought to have been a
boy to make up for some of our
losses of the day.”

Col. BIack’s Memoirs are a valu-
able addition ;to South Carolina up-
country history, and to Confederate
color, gallantry and loyalty It will
remain an important Fairfield Coun-
ty source book.. The author also
pays tribute to assistance she re-
ceived from the late Mrs. Eunice
(Black) Palmer, and Mrs. Henrietta
Eleanor (DesPortes) Peay, both of
Ridgeway, daughter and .granddaugh-
ter of Col. Black, respectively.
There is a fine picture of Col. Black
as »g_‘;‘fbgont'ispiece to the book.

Ridgeway Native .
Said 1st to Quit
Naval Academy

By CHARLES E THOMAS
“The Librarian. of the: United States
Naval Academy at- Annapohs,'Md ‘
believes that the “first' midshipman
from a.’'Southeérn state  to resign :
after the' election - of meoln on -
Nov. 6, 1860" wag Mndslupmén-‘
Francis . Marion Thomas of Rldge-:
way, South " Carolma :

Born _at. - “Mount “Hope” mear
Ridgeway on January 7, 1843, Frank
. Thomas was the son of John Peyre
; Thomas, M. D, and Charlotte
Henrietta Coutuner ‘Thomas. He
was prepared for ‘Annapolis by his
isisters, ‘Miss Henrietta Eleanor
‘Thomas and Miss Emily Walter
‘Thomas, .who after {tie Confederate
+War, estabhshed and. operated "the
M()unt Hope School He was fur-
.ther" mstructed by Professor Wil-
liam ;Davxs at_his private - Ridge-
way sch001 academy, where

vm

young 'l‘hmn‘as ““derived a way . of

6 classlcs,
reek” ey

). U S Naval'
Academy Ton' September 23, 1859,
Mzdshlpmah a,nk Thomas" was in
his seconil ear. at. Annapolis when-

he yésigne ”on ‘November 30, 1860.-
Returmflg t0'his " home at “Mount |

‘Hope,” it WS mot’ long before - the;
' ' War commenced: in.
n’ ‘June- 12, he was ap-j
pointéd. midshxpman ofthe
‘Confedérat, *States* Navy. After’ a
‘brief tour of duty :aboard the Con-
federate’ steatiisiiip- Lady Davis, he
1§ ’ed tofthe C. S. $

Of ‘thé " five Confederate vessels
on whlch Mldshipman ‘Thomas
served, fione was more -colorful
than the short - lived 1,200-ton wood-
en sidewhéel stéamer Nashville. Her
cruising ‘life, was - less -than four
months; yet- She - took two of ‘the
most 1mportant prizes of the naval

ot Dalzell’ “The
e’ Flag,” the: Nash-

on Nov, the log of the Nash-
ville. showe:f mat*she was off the
Insh coast. There She overhauled
&rbaiéan Yiship Harvey ‘Birch -
of New York, ‘enrouté from Havre.
to New York iusbalm She was re-
e $65,000. ' -
”X?" thfao ust‘gpt?u}é in’ the North
Atlauhc fenry lane; “the. taking of
the- Haﬁvexi (Birgh; was sensational
news. ;) ved to have been un-
f(.u-t,un.":ft%q o~ "her" principal owner
was a warm Southern sympathlzer
The London times of Nov.' 22, 1861,
repotteo‘, from ‘«Southampton . that
itbmént ;has “been cre-
tbe“arrxv'fglﬁ in®our
waters ‘thi§ ornihg’ ‘of ‘a steam-
er of! ‘waﬁ:l;earing the flag of the
GOnfederate\ States of ' America”.
" The Nashville went'into dock for
repairs. There was an effort tc;a set
her ‘afire-that t' night. The Eng-
lish wex&meltiﬁrongly anti-Union
and’ pro-Oonfederate -When the
death of¢ the Prince” Consort -was
atmounced on December 14,. the
Nashville “Was one of the flrst
foreign- ships to lower-her colors in

: b. ‘26 ’the Nashvﬂle!
bumed the -schooner-, Roberq Gllﬁl-‘
lan. " Capt.® Pegram‘ .headed :
Beéufort .N: C.'Only:one. blockaderX
was on duty, the U: S..S: State of
Georgla. Slghtmg the Nashville at,
daybreak on February 28 the Umon
ship gave'chase, but. the Nashville
‘was faster and easily arnved safe-
ly:at Morehead City. This caused
criticism in the North of . the Umon
Secretary of the Navy for havmg
|only, one blockade runner where
there should ‘have been five or six.
Her ‘arrival in a Confederate port
ended. the Nashville’s career as a"
cruiser, Since her guns were of
British manufacture although m-i
stalled in ‘Charleston, "there was
long argument as to the liability of§
the British government. The argu-:
ment produced no results,. althoug’n'
it marked the beginning of the de-l
bate over the rights and duties of
neutrals in respect to-the armament
of belligerent ships.

Midshipman Thomas -then ‘served
aboard the C. S. S. Huntress, the
Patrick Henry, and' the Virginia.
While on the last named, he was
advanced to the rank of Passed
Midshipman, serving “with ' the
Semmes naval ‘brigade until the
closg of the war, He was paroled
at . Greensboro N. C, Apn. 28
1865.

- The war over,’ Frank Thomas
went mto rallroad ‘work at “Ridge
Spnng, S. ‘c., where' he met._his
wife,. sts Ebzabeth Watson, daugh-
ter of the promment “Mr. Ehjah
Watson. When™ Grace Episcopal
'Church was founded at Rxdge Spring
in 1873, and consecrated two weeks
after his wedding, Frank Thomas
‘was among the first communicants.
After the birth of four sons and twd
daughterg, ' Mrs. Thomas died in
1887, Mr. Thomas Ilater- married
Miss Mary Meynardie in Lancaster,
One son now living.in North Caro-
lina survives this marriage, The
Confederate Navy veteran died at
Chapel Hill, N, C., on May 15, 1800,
He was buried in Orange County.
His monumen‘t in. 'St Stephen’s
| Chugchyard;’ ‘Ridgeway, .where his
parents .and 13 of his 17, brothers
and s1s$ers Jay | buried shows the
canchor d. cham of a. Confederate
Navy p;snsed deshlpman, the.rank:
dn which bt served- the': South 80
w’én‘ ‘p:"
| R o

T N J- ek \' «
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Pictured here (seatedg

‘He, Like So Many Others, Fought for Freedom . . 7

is Major C. C. Freeman,

%

who died on Sept. 22, as he appeared in later life
and (at right) as a West Point graduate. These pic-
tures, and the story which follows, was run as a
“personality feature” by United States Rubber Com-
pany’s Winngboro Mills in The News.and Herald of
May 19, 1955. It seems tragically appropriate today, -

with the world again at the crossroads.

“Remember the Maine!” In 1898 this pa-
triotic ery brought thousands of our young
nation’s finest youths to the colors, in the
Spanish-American War. Major C. C. Free-
man, U. 8, Army retired, was one who an-

swered the call. He graduated from. the

United States Military Academy in 1898 and
served with distinction in the infantry. Later
he served in the Philippine Insurrection,

Chinese Relief and World War I. During these
vears he received many citations for gallan-
try in action and holds every decoration our -

country can bestow upon its sons ‘with the
exception of the Congressional Medal of

Honor, and for action in World War I lie was

28

Be it “Remember the Maine” or “Remem-
ber Pearl Tlarbor” our nation has always re-
lied on the citizen-soldier in times of stress.
Traditionally, our armies and navies have

always been made up of a small but efficient

and well-trained, core of professionals: Bul
the bulk of our armed forces has been the
citizen-soldier serving short enlistments. We
are not a militant nation but when freedom

" is threatened we rise up and strike back with

the vengeance of a rattler. The South has

‘given many of her sons to preserve our liber-
‘ty. As the symbol and representative of all

living veterans and in memory of our honor-
ed dead of all wars, we salute Major C. C.
Freeman.

recommended for this high decoration.
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A;ds‘?‘Gen. ‘John Bratto

4 - After. War——heutenant
. Prope
‘1‘.

%mtropvf‘o 7
fa./:Ope son,
vvolun are

V3 m d t Mca;?"c
5. ~company: a oun
lont ln shoro) cadets,” He was at yan
Sumter, "Manassas,"." Fredericks- [
{butd‘ Gettysburg and Appomattox and [
~had"nevér-been home for:a’ furlough.
:In the 1876 campaign ~meeting .in
¢Winnsboro General Hampton ' called

K ‘rh '
; n.was, then

J '-i cbmomgt‘

thim out ‘of the crowd to.the stand _,

-a.nd putting his hand on his shoulder
{ eclayed that Mr. Flenniken, then a
{boy, had saved his life at Gettys-
‘hurg.’ The other son, John C. Flenni-

(kan, had volunteered early in the war
to th

s ,kea, hé place of a frlen only
‘ ~'s!sndo So- M ]i‘lenmken
y;dgy naturally felt desolate: vall b
lof.. Bx' chil gone; “left at" home
pyith g, white. companion and t;w tew
f gg}‘w “she owned.'.
haet . Lost Foyr Spus.\ "“
‘2\ But b ﬁgase was typical, 'Some were
pven-more: distressing. There was onhe

dow lnf "Winnsboro.'who sent ‘her [
:ouv sops, and none came back, There |-
iwore mgnyv nthexg lika 1t m'the Southu

t{ois dnubtless true. ln all wars. It|ff
;emem bered that Governor
g sent -six 'sons: to

ha World war.
een u blished .that. over, 400 old fami~
es” slanclf &eq%{ lefct]‘ withoyg

asu voso e ‘World' war.";
“Return rv r Flenniken's serap'
ook. ; ggently .showed . a" n e
paper c,mn g ‘giving. an account: of
ig:‘;e o5 q?en i;lsr.)deﬁnt'at“n sgvecl:?lj;
\}rsed bac 'tp health

un w»Umpn i i 1~fm thro

“ﬂwm trations ‘of Gen, Fhil Kearny,
- rdlieved: in ‘prison rand- giving
1 not eperplly” wn.nMgreﬁo
atpri 11 brobghy - o

B

Revolutxona.ry and Confedera.te -:.W'ar 'Inc1donts

- fortg: Dr.. WJ,lham Moffatt Grier, a
li‘? quumb;@,%;%}mﬂe@;

J o X 3
w. HUGH McMASTER. -~ et s
i Hatvey - Flenniken':: of. el From.
ixmsboro, now 'in’ his 8jth Nearx has gount.)e eland “few’ years
a wondorful fera ‘book"to which nlutmnary» war.; They
\ tinually, adding" but from whleh "‘had een‘ mep of some_substance be-
come, wfrom time: to'-time: many. ip . fore: coming, -and "had 1ncrea§ed their
‘ferestings;and . sometimes, forqpﬁenz tw ealth’ after” commg "They',.opposed’
aecounts: \of aanqlde!!ts in.. the, *past.) etho ‘brepk ‘with-the mother’ country.
? “Naturaly thgre )‘n’e maw items: f&’:‘" and- when .the: war- began' they- joined
R miqﬁ' the it war, - Mr; | the Brmsh,'f\orgee,»ﬂm WeF ven.
9 0"1 e commlssans.. PR

Seterans How.in Fauﬁefd. A . -.thnu.thips is s
ba oF ghe'Jast 15-year-ol i |time  jn command of hig. Tmadesty's
oyt 0] 1ot 7186 Y forces 'in- St.' Augustine.. After the/
‘war hq,’returned tq Ireland prefermng
A not to live in"d:land ‘which had, suc-
) cessfully Tebelled’ against the .crown.
James Phuhps did’ service jh

| t,
: ?mftiEs %
'} fee ‘againg
tsl} was’ ‘raptufed.

nfn}{g John: Winn;who' hao';' gen a. fnend of

The’ statement has |B

4 reported ‘1o Dortor R

i farmy’ {h

ki

Magna.mmlty——Ca,pt ‘James Phillips’ S&vgs q ohn
.. -and Minor Winn From: ‘Hanging—Gen: ?hll Kearny:

n—--Ma,mrL

nonton: Cams
1" Vis
McQueen Saves Ll‘lﬂﬁ‘)&nﬂ

ina, and .as a Tory,,th.
im was- bitter.. He'
xmpmsoned in Com.
'den gnd - sentenced to ‘be  hanged. Qol.
Oa et&in %hﬂli edhs! ore- the - wa:i "infers,
ce .and;: say e cap e,
ixi* the wqr, w ep Csornwallls

f ﬁndv ernq
exve~the :e brothers ’Wmn.
ardx 'inp, Colonel: -Iohn and;

-was ; after. -Gen,’ chard
hat Winnsboxo ‘was. nomed. Af’
ter . the Revolutionary: war " General
Winn . gave 100. acresofland to- the
Mount Zion ‘gociety. ard: ol; ‘this -land
Mount . Zjon. college. xtqw “academy,’
was’ “bujlt.. Some of it yet. rem;ms

Lin poage,ssion of the spciety,: .whxch as.
a’ partial governing' interest: i A
great school” in. Winnsborp, +- |
»:General, - Winn, .'though™" wealthy,a
Lone’ timé,, through 'security:; debts, -lost

. mosti mgst: of -hisg: propepty. “and “in “his
‘ald ageqsm 1812:mey d ’I‘ennesseo
wl;ere ‘heidied. « -« i
Saved’ Property in Columbla.
' Roher} M:»Kennedy, librarian -of . the
'Umvﬁ sxt:y “of .South Carolina, recent-
cl’-;@, ‘story at tha: Kosmos dlub
of L ?t; thh;in?' % Quyoﬁn. Co;n%any
F; een nois' cayalry, of .Gen
0 0‘ of Sherman's
arplina, which
m<;seneral
iaswash burned
1885 Lx,eutenal;t -Me-

Howards escor
}l;ropg South

abrugrsr
uepn va 'p
d: property. especially

and :children' an
‘that vof i DY ‘Wll.;am ‘Reynolds, ‘who

ofﬁie ynolds in ‘Camden.”
. Dr. William eynolds has
ome monument’ in : Elmwoo

4. come-

'Beyno]ds, long tlme a_news-
t?; Columbia " and ‘ one
wlt t .of conversationalists
HIS son . John .S. ‘Rey-
brllhant telegraph - editor

ance-iy the "World" war.! #* "
" Lieutenant' “McQueen' 1mmedxate1y

d was Qen, .Lu)é i i
who - ha /qe\zere § m

! shoulder’. fxom” yhi %e ‘had:: yblﬁdf
rtion to mapy 'women -

h
heg| hxm to’do-like . service for: the|.
ed, %reopert; of hig™” brothex, it

a hand- ‘11
Near by is. the gave of ‘his‘son, |

Lof 'I'he tate before 19 Ty was k:lled‘-"

ds’at Came.! g

'4. "den,  upon' the  arrival- of ‘the. ‘Federal " gh;

ere.s. He ‘not only..-protacted
the;, f wn propertyt. 'of” Doctor:
‘Reynolds, but those of Robert McKen-
‘nedy, the father of Robert M. Kennedy
of the: uniYersity-and of’ B!shQP Dams-
Aﬁdho Episcopal - chyrch,. y %" '
© Wounded in Darllugton.
For use in case he neededn’c, Lieu-

 tenant McQueen . was: given ‘a-Jetter,
u‘ae dress M"‘to “General He pton, tell-
iqg iof ¢ h,id ivalric" condu

.ing -fq ful] protection:‘in- ca.se qu~?
tergzantrMc u%en needed” it:*: He did
‘need lt when he was sever,'ely ‘wound-
ed'ink YDarlington .coupty.. / This “be<’
ing reported to Camden, Mr Kennedy; ,
with..Dr,* A, 'I‘qomer: Porter; went' 1o
' Darli gton ands brought the, wounded
amdép, where. hq Jyas
y nursed to'‘recovery. ‘x'
T Confederate: wnr his

ns a Caralinians
W ’:h ?“q‘aidetgoDo}:tor
v \ytundshfor.\P;)rter 5

:,‘n IQStO N, ,{}“ ace
count }B glven m Dpstor
Toomer's’ ;book “Led . On,:- 1@ D,

-Step," -He' is also mentnoned 1
toric'* Camden,” - by Kirklan
xennedy. Doqtgg Ppmr v&a
P E‘ﬁ’*‘ :

foun
Genex: 1

H mon.
entigl’ menﬁyon Colr

,a .4\‘1
”b umf
W
him " the:‘mercy: &\‘ i
o others; ‘and. so.saved and car af
paroled and placed.. m~sq£ety‘ urely:
a .separafe paper - should "he: ygjto
10! ,,
Q

is* one . kmght-errar;b
Northern army - and * kept " wit R
annals of this historie society!’ 't
. Kearny-Bratton, .Grier, * -
The - battle of -Seven Pines, Gen.
Phil D. Kearny of the Federal army,
brilliant, gay, chivalric, Gen, John
Bratton of the Confederate army, |
serene. composed in peace, a perfect
a “Son of Thunder" in time
of battle and - Dr. “William - M,'offgtt
Crrxer, a8 a. lad a prwate m 9n1,
federgie: -army, . lateria: o;: ‘
Vinity: and president of - Epskl no
lege,. .and if. Pres! yberlans rqeg
ilnequahhes in+-the ' ‘_ky
have ! beenx the.. metro]?ohtan 9;" a

triarch ", ol sbyt&ganﬁ;%é?z ;

formed’
smgers—ma'lgo up:a’s
m%h interest,: " K

e'-Confederates™ had' s
leaving’ their wounded”on?,
Among th

gn" 'bac

promsegy. ctmx‘&n&
‘AI‘IQ ¥‘§W3$ 8 B}e;-e 1
pr{‘v.ote, >

: 193- :. o

asited  permissioptitad

u"fbe‘ffsm “"%

cayise o8
ers
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Iy "oWer T tht loss T 1.ieT7 18 g
‘Bratton' and Ge;iﬂil Ke
thﬂ}: --CQulslv ;‘.ﬂ
is grew' a.
betwe
Kep,rn

General
i gha
%;é*n%ﬁ?‘

‘.p=
1
gagd, |

o

|

vmd

the }w:sﬂ,th;l%:'E he
| the’ credati of 'G
bank '$200.'with instructions:to

Razsl

in
a
2

¥

Bratton, F(?;

!

for ‘himself.:and * his"; friend
let General Keqrny k,now i
was ‘needed, :

. " A Romantic Career.” ~.

" Gen. Phil Kearny had one of the
most' romantic .careers in the Amerl-.
can_army. Joining the regular- army
in 1837, in 1839 he was! in. Francg
studying, cavalry tactics. ‘and ﬂght-—
ing w1&1 the French in Alj;:rln ‘In
1846 he was a captain ‘making:  an
assault upon Mexico. City and' lo lns'
an arm. In 1859 he was nfhtmg
Italians - under Napolean
ing decorated with t}l)'n ﬂeg:on pll

ade a! gjo;'l

Honor. In 1861 he was
‘general in th Unite ‘States” army,

ﬂnd September 1, ‘he’ was | killed:
Ox Htilp near Cﬁantllly after ‘a’cl
i }};;11’.-; ‘eorps, ntil

‘deen'bass and h QWn rméi T
tone, ‘awakened Ehe starﬂedqﬁadpﬂ"y,
who invited ‘them ;all" in}o rgg}t{%st
when ‘they knew "who taf\:e ey
. This was, some of the rmq;h a5
the battle” of | Second Manass :
campajgn- in “which" Lae:='wnh
men had defeated ‘and driven to ’(.hg j
last diteli 80, 00 dkllled" d -
ed 13,500 and’ ‘captured
Confederate c;ibualhes ‘of bout

“'Another. Gallant’ ¥anke
Anot],';er Federal officer-who b
deeply interested’ in theptwo“ Sqq

Carolinians was- 'S, C. ‘Simonw
ton of ' the’ IFlfty-seventh Penn,sﬂ-
vania regiment, As' General: Kearny
supplied General Bratton with, money,
so Major Simonton did the youthfyl!
William Moffatt Grier, Twenty yeaX
after the war Dactor Grier learnea
the address of his benefactor apd
upon his invitation Major Simonto
visited him' at his home in Due We:»
and later Doctor Grier returned 'the|
vist to- Major Sxmgn,tons Pe:msyl
vana home,” ' . A e FAT
Doctor Grier. was, 1 years. when'
lost “his: leg at Sever
the ‘youngest man
the Sixth :South' Carqlm

"he 'said!iwas
g'reat satlsfactlcm to hu’ri in: ﬂftﬁ{'
"The, Sixth regment. went- mtowt
battle with 521 men, and 228" of the
were  killed, wounded or ‘missi
From Private to BrigadjerN
If one will take the' firstirolls{o
of the Sixth South Ca.rolma e L{n
in the Confederate War, . " whic V
largely made up of Fairfiald
_Chester county men, he'will: find
iname of John Bratton as a pmvamvi "f
one of the companies.” Soon!, -.r
came captain of his com ny,»and’
upon ‘the reorganization: of the regi~
ment, its coloneli Then" he" advan es;
to the grade~of brigadier general, ‘an
advance rarely equalled in the Con-;
federate war for a man without pre~
vious military tralmng e
General - Bratton = was. . one tlmeﬂ
‘comptroller ‘general of tha state; ‘and !
in 1890, with Josgph "H, [Earle, “was |
a candidate for governor‘agaj i Ben-
jamin Ryan Tillma two serene, {ealm
men of perfectly I aste. anggngg.‘anm
violent,~ a' perfect "Storm:,w}’atrell
The majority voted . for. {'Stor
Petrel I
i An Error Cm’re;c d ;
An account one ‘tlme- published er-/
roncously said that Qeneral Kearny

(killed .in 1862) had. Qeneral
Bratton-.and Doctur ajor.
Simonton -certainly, Yvisited octor;:

l‘at-!

)

‘Gngr. and probably General |
ton, though the writer has bee
able yet to:verify this: atatﬂ

J Jmproved upon some of the best and

ed. ;
g4 represented South (Carolina

to her feet by another girl dressed
y istaff, Justice stood by with-

1 girls in line wore sashes bearing the
a: names of the thirty-seven states then

tervals.

ter offered prayer.

were sent the better he.
pleased.
4 with General Reeger, commanding the

LOOKING i
BACKWARD

'I‘he :Eollowmg' i an extla.ct from
Williams’ “Red Shirts”,  which has
Just recently heen published:

f‘ Hamptons VlSl[‘, To Wmnsboro

Hampton spoke at Winngboro. on
the 16th of October, 1876, arriving by
Train from iColumbia. The train, of
course, was jammed and at eveny
station crowds had gathered to give
greeting, cheers and = flowers. - The
Rev. J. H. Miot, of Columbia, intro-
‘duced a humomus feature of the trip
by appearing .in black coat and
itrousers, white tie ‘and waist coat _and
shouting at every pause zome ‘pre-
‘pared sentances of reasons for turn-
ing the thieves out of the state and
electing Hampton. The Winnsboro
people had been studying the accounts
of other ~meetmgs and adopted and

most impressive preparations of each.
Gen. M. C. But1e1, one of the hand-
somest men in the country  and a
illed horseman, despite his one leg,
and Hampton were provided with
%plen Aid horses andizode side by side
from the railway station, magnificent
:t’lgures, ‘Hampton baleheaded
ing his hat and bowing ‘in response,
through a lane’ of red-shirted mount-
ed men all standing in their stirrups, ||
swinging their hats and  cheering
madly. This plan - of forming the
‘riders in open order :was borrowed
from Camden. As each 01gan1zat1on

awas passed it closed up’and fell in [
‘behind the - two leaders.

were cloged and' all 'bu1ldmgs decor-
ated. The ‘stand was "in ‘the “Pres-
byterian Woods” and was. elaborately:
decorated with - state and’ - United|
State flags, with the old banner of
the Citadel Cadets at the front. The
Sumter idea of 4 tableau was: adopt-
‘A girl prostrate on ‘the ground
and as
Hampton approached she was raised

to represent Liberty, with cap and
scales

other

and sword and - thirty-seven -

in the Union and a large choir sang
patriotic songs, led by two ‘bands,
while cannon: roared salutes at in-
The crowd was estimated at
five thousand. The Rev.  Mr. Chiches-
Fairfield County
made a day and a night of it as two
meetings were held, Hampton speak-
ing at both. He once more urged that
the ‘troops be gwelcomed -as friends
and repeated ‘that the more of them
would be
He had held a conference

forees 'in the South, while in (Golum-
bia, ‘the day 'befme, and found him,
ab expected, a soldier and g‘entlcman,
trymg to-do hIS duty faithfully. Gen.
Bratton read a letter from Bolling
Gregory, prominent: colored - Repub-
lican of the county; saying he was

| giant with moral paralysis,

wav-

All stores |'s—

Fequired the overthrow of the Chams
berlain government and the election

of Hampton. ' Other speakers were:
Colonel Rion, Major Barker,. Col,
Eving, Mr. "Moise, (Colonel McMaster

and Judge Mackey. The Judge fired.
‘his - usual. epigram with the remark
that Chamberlain was an. intellectual
The col-
ored Democrats, of whom several
hundred were present, unfTormed and!
in much' gloryy were feasted' in ‘the
college chapel.

A delightful ‘and thrilling mcldent,
recently recalled to mind, marked

| happily the close of The day meeting.

As Hampton was leaving the stand
many men mowded about, as alwas‘;l
was the case, to shake 1 ]anﬁq with
him. Among them was a small, mod-

est man, making his, way for\vard
rather - diffidently." ' The  General
caught sight of him and promptly

pulied him out of the press, exclaim-|
ing: “Well, Here's the bhoy who saved
my life at Gettysburg!”

The' two had mot met since the sur-,
render, but Hampton said he never
could .forget the face of his old sol-
dier, put’ a hand affectionately over
his shoulder and introduced him to
those nearby as David Flenniken, a/
buc;mess man of Winnsboro, who, he
said, “saved my life while he was 11
boy in his teens.”

Remalkmg, that meetmg Mz, Flen-
‘niken gave him more pleasure than!
lall the demonstrations of the day, hel
narrated briefly the mmdent of Get-
tysburg. He was recewmg a report
tfrom Flenniken, who was one of his/
best scouts and couriers, when the!
latter exclaimed suddenly, “Look to

lvour r:ght"’ ‘The General looked
just in time to see a Federal soldier
deliberately aiming at ~him with a

rifle at short range and mstdntly rode
the man down and sabered him. Mr.
| Flenniken dled not long ago, Buthis
family and surviving fellow citizens
irecall proudly the day of the Winns-
boro meeting and Hampte‘w" Final
words regardmg his former corirader,
“He never in' the four years; “failed|
to deliver an order.

convinced the, welfare of both races

J




‘1 hom. Woodward
“The Regulator”
An Early Patriot
’ ST QW”
(By Alice A. B. Walker)

Thomas  Woodward's  first
American ancestor was Abraham
' Woodward, who came to Virginia

with Lord Calvert, Baron of
Baltimore, about 1634.

Thomas Woodward was born in
Fairfax County, Virginia, 1727 or
1729. 'He and his wife, Jemima
‘Collins, arrived in Camden Dis-
trict in what is now Fairfield
County, South Carolina about
1765, later taking out large land
grants, '

Stuirdy in body, given to study
in a number of fields, and with
keen interest in military tactics,
he promptly joined the ranks of
the military group of 1,000 prom-
inent planters called “The Reg-

country,” these criminals often
escaping their captors enroute to
the colony courts in Charleston.

Among the names of the Reg-
ulators found as of November,
1767, are Thomas Woodward,
Moses Kirkland, Barnaby Pope
and Thomas MecGraw, Sr., of
iCamden District, South Carolina.
Governor Bull of Carolina Col-
ony, seeing the efficiency of the

‘I'here ‘1S 'a granite marker o
him in the old Woodward: grave
yvard near the site of his former
home at Rockton, near Winns-
boro.

Woodward was active ~ when
called to survey the controversial
state line between the two Caro-
linas., His survey was accepfed

'by the government.
He was a member of the Pro-
vincial Congress of 1775. Also,

Regulator Activities, started the| he had numbers of honors in his

circuit courts in Carolina, 1768.
This was the beginning of the
judicial system in South Caro-
lina.

Thomas Woodward organized

‘and equipped one of the first

military companies in South
Carolina for the Revolution, he
being Captain of the company
called, “Woodward's Horse Rang-
ers.” He was in a number of
battles and fought wvaliantly. On
May 12, 1779, while routing out
a vicious nest of British and

late life, .
Many descendants: of Thomas

‘Woodward are in Fairfield Coun-
ty, South Carolina and in the
state of Louisiana. These are men
of prominence in the professions.

(Alice A. B. Walker—1970)

Edward Mobley, six of his sons,
and two of his sons-in-law, served
in ‘the American Army in the

| Revoluntionary War.

ulators,” which was first organ-
ized and activated in the years
of 1760-61, These men started
small local courts to bring to
trial and punishment the exces-
sive number of scatiered horse

Tories near Ridgeway, he . was
fatally wounded. He died on
Jackson Creek and was secretly
buried.

- = o - M £

. Revolutionary Guns Discovered In Fairfield County
B i s ’7/9//4/#/ =
W@ ¢ stovit tere are soms or the old_weapons that ; R

Billy Burgess,  l4-year-old son of Mr, and Mrs.
J. L. Burgess, 2020 Hampton street, found while =
rummaging - around in the attic -of his grand- i
‘mother's home in Winnsboro several years ago.
The ‘house is over 150 years old and has always
been. occupied by members of the same family.
i+ His grandmother, Mrs. Janie ‘Clark, gave him the
weapons after he 'had found them and .8ince then
he has polished them up and even exhibited them
at the state fair. .
i Two of the guns, long and heavy muskets, were
iwery probably. used. in the Revolution. = The date .
#1812" has been scratched on them and the name
['Stephenson,” which Billy says is the name of
,jogiaz of hig ancestors who fought in the War of
1 ¥ i
{ A gword with the date “1812” was also found
in the attic and Billy believes that the two notches
cut in the steel mean that two men were killed
by the sword. The sword, like the guns, is long
qand heavy,

Another gun bears the date “1823” and another
““1873.” A bayonet was alsp found which fits on
one of 1812 guns,

Y Two of the guns were bound together with an
old cavalry belt but there is no date to deter-
‘mine the age of the belt.

In addition to the weapong Billy found an old
Bible' containing family records back tp 1814 and
some almost undecipherable writing from a Con-
federate soldier in 1864, 3
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W heh_ bullets whistled near

" HANGING ROCK

By Louise Johnsion

HE Hanging Rock located a few miles south of

Heath Springs in Lancaster county marks the
place where one of the best fought battles of the
American Revolution occurred.

The large rock lies near the east bank of Hanginé
Rock creek and is surrounded by numbers of simi-
lar ‘but smaller boulders. Beneath the canopy of
Hanging Rock, which shelves towards the bank, a
large number of men could be sheltered in its spa-
cious concavity.

‘Near the Hanging Rock on the western side of
the creek the British commander of that section had
established a post, which was garrisoned by infan-
try of Tarleton's legion, part of Brown's South Caro-
lina and Georgia Provincials, and Colonel Bryan's
North Carolina loyalists, all under the command of
Major John Garden, with the Prince of Wales’
American regiment numbering about five hundred
soldiers.

ON August 1, 1780 Major Davie with his cavalry
and some - Mechlenburg militia made a vigorous
surprise attack on the British force and all but a
few of the .British were either Kkilled or wounded.
The spoils of this battle were sixty horses with their
trappings and one hundred muskets and rifles.

After a battle fought at Rocky Mount, General
Thomas Sumter marched cautiously towards Hang-
.ing Rock and approached the British camp in three
divisions; the right composed of Major Davie's corps
and volunteers, the center commanded by Colonel
Irwin's Mechlenburg militia, and the left by Colonel
Hill's South Carolina regulars. On August 6, 1780
General Sumter made a second attack on the British
post.  Colonel Irwin's soldiers led the attack and the

Tories soon fled towards the main body of the
British army, throwing away their arms as they
fled. Brown's corps, which was on the alert, poured
a heavy fire from a wood and received General Sum-

ter's men with the bayonet. For a while the issue -

was doubtful but finally the British yielded and dis-
persed in confusion leaving arms and ammunition,
which were sorely needed by Sumter’s men, who had
only two rounds each when the attack began. '

THE chance for a decisive victory was lost when
General Sumter's soldiers in plundering the British
camp, already seized, found liquor which they drank
freely. General Sumter's ranks became disordered
and the enemy rallied for an attack, which was met
by two hundred infantry with Major Davie's cavalry.
However General Sumtér was not to be foiled. With
a shout he and a small number of his soldiers rushed

forward. The contest was severe for a while and
just as the British line was vielding, reinforcements
came up, so General Sumter deemed best to retreat.
The enemy had been so severely encountered they
did not attempt a pursuit. Later Major Davie dis-
persed a small corps near the Camden road. The en-
gagement lasted four hours and was one of the best
fought battles between militia and the British regu-
lars during the Revolutionary war.

A. S. Salley, retired state historian, erected a
marker a short distance south of Heath Springs and
one that was pinned on the Hanging Rock, which
later disappeared. ; : i

With Lancaster county funds the Waxhaws chap-
ter’ of the Daughters of the American Revolution
sponsored the erection of a granite marker at the

- Hanging Rock and also a highway marker in the

town of Heath Springs.
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HOME OF POST No. 16 AMERICAN LEGION

YOICE OF
THE LEGION%

It probably i is natural that some
ipersong should think Legionnaires
are militaristic, for no better rea-
son than that we once were sol-
idiers or sailors, The truth is
‘that The American Legion wants
_peace; it desires mnothing more
smcere]y than that our - country
‘mever again shall be plunged into
the carnage of another war. We
seek, however, to temper our na-
tural desire for peace with a reas-
onable amount of ‘common sense in
the interest of our country,

In. reafflrm.mg our stand for an
(equate national defense, we:
'ﬁ. at the same time given our
unanimous  endorsement to the
l:y_ laws which were adopt-
‘oﬁeét‘ the ' United - States
eing embroiled in  the
- ,and militarism of 'for-
neign lands. The American Legion
‘holds ‘that peace ‘is possible -and
ipeace should be maintained. We
‘ask only that America ~shall be
‘prepared to defend itself if an ag-
gressor attempts to violate our
sa.nctlty a8 a sovereign nation.

" For more than twelve years The |

.Amerlcan Legion has worked for
the adoption of a Universal Ser-
vice ‘Act, under which the gov-
ernment would have the right to
call’ upon manpower, capital, and
resources with special privileges |
and profits for none. = In other
| words, demand that the profit mo-
‘tive be taken out of war. When
the Legion first began its fight
for a Universal Act, we met with
little approval. - In the lasi sever-
al years, however, great stides
have been made toward the at-
tainment of this important objec-
tive.

It is probable this law would
have been adopted in the last ses-
lsion of Congress if some of those

most interested in 1t had nct felt
1further studies were necessary to
'porduce an adequate program, We
fully expect to see this plan be-
come a law in the coming session.
in keeping with a resolulion adopt-

ad dn Q@+ T anie at Ases Tuad KTaklaw

When this nation
establishes a policy which says
that all citizens must share the
burdens of war equally, Amesrica
will have pointed the way toward
more permanent peace among all
nations.

‘ The general public is familiar
with the many shocking disclos-

al Convention.

Fureb of the methods employed to-|

11ieglt1mate

gam e*«:e‘;swe and
well N7

Vo ‘._“m&, e R

(‘(m itione which nermltted thlb
must never again be allowed to

occur. No body of men anywherz
has a greater right to ask this, or
is possessed of more sincereiv in
so doing than this great group of
veterans of our last war, The
placing of the Universal Service

Law upon the statute books in
the form recommended by The
lAmer;c::m Legion will make im-

possible a re-occurrence of  such
conditions in the event this coun-
try is so unfortunate as to ever

again become engaged in armed
conflict.
Such legislation will not -cost

one cent. Should our country be
blessed, as we hope it may, and
there be no more wars, its enact-
mnet will not affect the life of
the nation one diota. But should
war be forced upon us, this legis-
| lation will place the United States
'm position to meet it as a truly
| united country should be—prompt-
'ly and eff1c1ent1y, by a mnation
iumﬁed in arms, industry, and ef-
ifort through equal service from
all and special privilege for none.

In the Legion we place nothing
above the welfare of our country.
! That is why our Americanism pro-
gram has ever been a primary ob-
jective, Americanism has been
defined as “An unrailing love of
country; loyalty to its institutions
and ideals; eagerness to defend it
against all enemies; undivided al-
legiance to the flag; and a desire
to secure the blessings of liberty
to ourselves and posterity.”

The Legion’s Americanism pro-
gram does not consist of speech-
making and hat-waving. We say
in the first place that the princi-
ples and institutions upon which
this nation is solidlv founded must
be preserved. We shall fight to

the bitter end against those sub-
versive movements which seek-to
destroy the free democracy we
have established. We shall con-
tinue that fight until those ele-
ments are destroyed or driven
from our land: . They have ne
‘place in the United States of
America.
JAMES F. DANIEL, JR,
-Department Commander

‘A LIST OF
LEGIONNAIRES

The following "are members of
The American Legion, post No. 16.
Come on and join up with your
buddies.

J. E. Douglas, Jr.,, C. M. Mat-
thews, S. E. Nix, A. M. McWhirt-

er, D. W. Ruff, Jr, O. W. Blair,'

R. Secott, W. G Ragsdale, Ray-
_ond Cartadellas, J. G. Woodall,
Paul Williams, Jim McDaniel, W.
R. Newman, Dalton Lovett, Elijah
Wells, H. M. Eleazer, Frank Car-
nell, Joe Haynes, A. M. Cathcart,
D. 8. Brown, John Knight, C. L.
Baughman, C. L. Cota,
James L. Bryson, W. A. Robinson,
R. L. Martin, G. W. Boulware, Al-
Lert H. McMeekin, G. A. Tims, T.
W. Shedd, D. E. Aiken, Tom S.
Haynes, Dr. C. S. McCants, D. A.
Crawford, L. W. Taylor, G. E.
Womble, A. F. Blair, James W.
Stephenson, Dr. Charles L. Jen-
nings, T. K. McDonald, E. A, Tur-
ner, W. R. Rabb, F. M. Roddey,
John M. Sims, A. J. Beckham, R.
\. Hicks, Joe Owensby, Ben Nel-
son, Dallas Carey, Elmore Cauthen
Jule Price, U. S. Byrd, B. M. Fow-
ler, Dalton Jackson, C. D. Peeples,
C. G. Tennant, H. B. McMaster, D.
B. Crossland, Wardlaw McCants,
E. U. Brice, J. C. Darby, J. C. Mc-
‘Master, J. S. Ketehin, J. A. Brice,
‘E. C. Williams, J. T\ Biddle, E. K.
Rabb, S. R. McMaster, J. M Har-
den, Jr., M. M. Stewart, J. D. Rut-
ledge, G. ‘R. Lauderdale, J. M.
Macfie, A, R. Smarr, E. P. Blair,
W. B. McDowell, 0. C. Scarbor-
ough, and A. H. Harsey.

Y. E. Park;
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FIRST MAN
1<ROM FAIRK mu)r
/2836

Mr. W. H. Flenniken ertes
Interestingly Of War i
Experiences.

I noticed in’ The State recently,
an item taken from the New York
Times, giving an account of the
first ‘man drafted or who went over
seas to the World War—W. B.
(Bill) Love; of Georgia. If South
Carolina can’t be first, she is first
cousin to the first., He and his
family are now living in Colum-
bia, 8., C.,, where Mr. Love is.in
the banking business. e

Do you know that the first man
to go over seas from South Caro-
lina in he World War was from
Fairfield county? He was Ran-
dolph Bratton, son of Bishop Brat-
ton, an eminent divine, and 2
grandson of General John Bratton,
a large planter When meh- were
called to join the Confederate army
'General Bratton was among the
first to enlist as a private in fhe
ranks, with a musket on his shoifld-
ed. When the war ended he was a
Brigadier General, rising to that
rank by sheer merit.

Randolph Bratton received four
citations' for bravery in the World
War. He never refers to them
and they are kept in a vault in the
bank. His record is enviable and
‘T fear very few are aware of it.

Should we mnot publish  these
meritorious deeds lest  they
may be forgotten?

I (By W. H. Flenniken)

—— 91916

More and more of our hoys are
leaving for service in the army
and navy, William R. Rabb, Jr.,
left for Allentown on Monday,
Olin L. Blair and George Craw- |
ford have enlisted in the navy,
and William Robinson has joined
the Quartermaster Corps.

Mrs. U. G. DesPortes and little

daughter, Sarah, are visiting Mrs. |

DesPortes’ mother, Mrs. Smith,
in Concord, N. C.

Sam Clowney, Jr., left Satur-
day for ‘Allentown, Pa., as a vol-
unteer in the Ambulance corps.

Dave Crawford - has arrived
from Sheffield, Ala., and is visit-
ing at his home here.

L ITPLY .l’.lﬂ,l uul--_-.,.,

LARGE A/Z%QRY

..Senatlor J M Lyles Thinks Ap-
proval of $25,000 Brick’ Build-
ing For Winnsboro Very leely‘
It Could Be Ubed For Various
'Pulposes.

Some: time ago, Senator J, ’\1‘
Lyles gequested Adjutant General
James C. Dozier to use " his in-
fluence to obtain a W. P; Ay Ar-
mory for Winnsboro, in connection
with the local unit of the Nahonal
Guard.. General Dozier med-
iately —put in the application

Jthrough the' proper channels.

‘The armory, if it gets final ap-
proval, will be a $25,000 brick
building, with a-seating capacity
of 1,200 persons. It would supply
a long-felt need in Winnshoro and
could be used. for a vanety of pur-
poses—for the ' county fair, the
farm women, as a recreation and
social center, The building = will
come at a very small cost to the
taxpayergals sl s L e

Senator Lyles says that the pw-
ject has already - won approval
from the- Columbia headquarters
and -a final 0. K. from Washing:
ton is thought very likely.

Several  counties,  including
Chester, already have such build-
ings and - they are provmg inval-
uable assets..

For more than a year Wmnsf
boro has had a Medical Detach-
ment of the National Guard. Dr.
John C. Buchanan,: Jr., is Captam
of the outfit. ;




nd<the 163rd week of

plted«‘
mteljestmg Yo ‘turn bacH

‘emspxred AR Fan'fleld dur-
onc 1944 The review, as

: eé hsted will generally
, w1th the weekly issues
: per and wxll not there- |

tha 2_00 cases of syphlhs under
treatment in 'Fairfield, the Health
Dex‘:artment ,announces. . T. J.
‘Estes " is- promoted to - captain.
DEATHS: Mrs. Bessie G. Mc-
Meékm, Wallaceville; Mrs. J. L.
deleston, Williston, mother of
Mrs Jasper Bolen.

Jan 13:—H. C.” Schatz heads
antl-pollo drlve Fourth War Loan
Dmve gets under way, McMaster
announces. . 'Jack Arnette wins
appomtment to West Point.
DEATHS J. A Mmcey, Winns-
boro - Mills.

“Jan. 20:—Capt., Chris Patnck

of ‘White Oak awarded Silver
Star. . War Production Exhibit
comes . to Winnsboro Mills..

DEAT\HS Mrs. G. U. Robinson,
Greenbrier. section; T. Watt
Ma‘nn, .Bethel.

*Jan, 2%—Dick Ferguson is
:principal appointee to Annapolis
DEATHS: Mrs. A. Fletcher Ruff,
Rock Hill.
FEBRUARY—

- Feb. 3:—2,158 people see War
‘Production exhibit at Winnsboro
‘Mills. Marion Boyd Camak speaks
.at Rotary club Ladies’ night.
.DEATHS J. H. Feaster, Prince-
ton, Ark,

“ Feb: '10: :—Rep. Hayne McMeek-
m sponsors bill to élitinate fee
system .in, county offices, Jack
B ‘esPortes, fqrmerly of R1dgeway,

&

i'Reb, 17 —Rep Boyd Brovm m—

Review” Of, "
Vol oY ,[au'fleld County' and Wmnﬂaoro In"
Kich’ You ,May Or May Not Be Interested

States at-war; it might'

a ;Bethel Conover Hartm, Galves-

listoric

troduces bill to restore power of
supervisor. . Vern Haugland, star
AP correspondent, reports Bonnie
Blue flag flies over Brice’s head-
quarters .in.  the
DEATHS Mrs. C. B. Rabb,
mother of Shenff E. K. Rabb:
Feb., 24:—Lt. Keigler E. Flake
and friends liquidate 54 Japs. R.

Capt. K. R. McMaster, Jr., re-

'Jr.,, .awarded Oak Leaf Cluster to
Air Medal for “meritorious ser-

Thomas, 98, Ridgeway, county’s
oldest resident; Mrs. W. C. Peay;
C. R. Brooks; K. S. Fagan.

| MARCH—

Mar. 2:—Talk of re-estabhsh-
ing Mt. Zion Soclety, founded in
1777, thus ante-dating U. S. Con-
stitution.
Lyles is her company commander
at ‘Camp Lejeune. Education
forum opens at Mount Zion

‘well.

~Mar. 9:—Lt. C. E. Strange
back. from England. DEATHS:
John G. Gladden, Mitford; Mrs.
Otis Raines, Blythewood.

Mar. 16:—Sgt. Furman A.
Boone killed in North Africa.
-Capt. -‘T. J. Estes back from war
area. DEATHS: Sarniiel Marthers;
W. R. Ashford, Bethel
“ Mar. 23:—Col. Brice returns
from Pacific' area. Boatswain
Walter Arnette cited for bravery.
41% inches of rain falls here in
3-day period.

Mar. 30:—County K nears Red

Cross ‘goal. Education' center
closes at Mt, Zion, opens at
Everett. ' -
APRIL— .

Apr.6:—Shelton. is host -to zone
Lions meeting, under auspices; .of
W. B. McDowell Red Cross drive
over the top. Mt. Zion Society
is reorganized, names J. Riley

S. C. Byrd ‘as trustees. Pfc. Tom

Hoy among first to set foot on
Jap-held sml ‘in.  Marshalls,,
DEATHS - J.  Alex . Robinson,

Apr. 20— Flrst Lt Arthur Mc-

Solomons..

V. Wood inducted at Fort Bragg.'

turns. to States. Capt. T. J. Estes,’

vice.” DEATHS: Mrs. Mary Ann.

Marine Lt. Lavnua'.

DEATIHS: Mrs. Lucy Peak Bras- |

McMaster, A. E. Davis and Dr.’

Rotary ‘ club‘ ' sai's 3 aps play;

G DesPortes opens self- serv1ce
'super-market Lt. K. E. Flake
awarded Silver Star. DEATHS:
M B. Jennings, Jacksonvﬂle,
R~ Elhson ‘New York.

Apr. 27:—Town in need of
Chamber of Commerce, Dave
Skinner - tells Rotarains. Site

chosen for freezer-locker plant.
Cost of Lasting Peace High, Dr.
) Callcott says at Everett panel. Lt.
Tom Murphy and Pfc. D. A,
Crawford Jr., meet in England.
H. ‘E. Ketchin observes 84th
birthday April 23.

MAY-—

May 4:—County Conventmn
names uninstructed delegates. Dr.
J."D: McMeekin heads Lions clubi
Sgt. J. R. Bennett reported. miss-
ing in action (is pnsoner-of-war
in Germany). Sgt.. Bobby Swind-

ler also POW in the * Reich.
t“Coupty May Get Airport. Soon”.

. May ‘11:—Pfc. Walter: Green
Cathcart killed on 'Anzio, beach-
head April 17.. Pvt. Billy Allen
wounded at Casa. Blanca Mossy
Dale endorses .C. A.."Robinson
for House. DEATHS William
Yancey 'Trapp, - Montlcello, Rob-
ert F. Mann, Bethel; Job Mat-
thews, Millings Cross Roads; V.

Q. Hambright, York. T

May 18:—Fairfield’s popu.'la—
tion declines, now is. 20,606. Boyd
Brown chosen delegate to Na-
tional Convention' as Roosevelt
Regulars win in  Columbia.
DEATHS: B. F. Engert, formerly
of Winnsboro Mills.:

May 25:—Capt  W. J. Splres
Home after 28 months in Pacific.
Capt Joe Milling awarded Purple
Heart. Sgt.. Clyde Gunter wins
medal in athletic contest abroad.
DEATHS: Mrs. Nanme Darby,
90, Wmnsboro
JUNE— :

June 1:— Twenty candldates
‘anniounce for Fairfield county
offices. DEATHS: John A. Wertz
46; W. D. Creight, 75.- -

June 8:—Lt. K. E. Flake wms
Silver Star. Wlnnsboro churches
‘have prayer.services on -D-Day
(June 6), as .4,000 ships: eScorted
by 11,000 planes hit; the French
coast. DEATHS: :‘Mrs. Mary ‘Mec-
Master Boulware, 85;' John Cary,
i1 (0, Winnsboro Mills. - I
! June 15:—The News and Hcr—
‘ald publishes service - edltlon,
'hstmg names of:'1 600 Falrfleld
men and wonien- in 'the armed
forces. Fifth War Bond quota is




Of experiences in Mld _
June 22 ——Shelton i

rance Lyles, Douglas

Chester." .
- June 29 —Capt. W Hefrbert’ ﬁ
‘Ruff, Rxdgeway, bac¢ from Pa-| -
cific. Lt. Tom ‘Ellison ¥
actlon in: Paclfm th'

: other, awarded
i { Cpl W1111am Jen-
ne' nmgs,\ ,Greenbner, serving in
- Ca ;England /Cpl.7Charles Freeman,
Bernard E. Shealy;. Walton Jones, servmg in’ New Gumea, p;ctured
Jennings F. Hatchell;’ ,Arthur L,)| Wwith: Bonnie :Blue ‘Flag. Dr.
McKeown, Furman Boone, Cars- Oliver "Johnson observes 78th
well Vodrick Wheeler; Jr, Arthur ‘bmthday. St
Webb Smith; Ira - Dalton. Byrd Aug lo-—Lt K. E. Flake" ad-
“Turner Edward McCarley D-Day 'dresses Rotarmns 'Sgt. Jess C.
casualties had not been reported gemon wounded ‘in France. S-
at this date. =~ - gt. Joe Davzs _wins Air- ‘Medal.
JULY— o ’ Pyt Bronsell Tarte sees actlon

July 6:Lt.
‘bombardier, awarded air medal promoted to Captain.. -
‘and oak leaf cluster for merit-  Aug. 17 —A. E.' Jury returns
orlous work over Fortress Europe. to Wln.nsboro Lt. Thomas : F.
Pvt. Maurice T. George, husband Murphy repofted - missing,  in
of the former Billy Jean Belk, action .since-July 18. Wounded:
reﬂorteql killed in France. Cpl. Pic. Walter Peake in'New Gumea
Willie . Edenfield wins Bronze Pvt. Woodrow Walker in France
SStar in Italy. Wounded: Cpl Major George Hagood has served
Lloyd Jordon at Casineo; Pfe. 28 months in- Caribbean. Fourth
James 'W. Robertson in France. membet (R. Lex Montgomei‘y) of
DEATHS:. Mrs. A. B. Heins, Blackstock Class .of ],937 d1es in
Ridgeway. action. . :

‘July 13:—Sgt. Haynes Miller,’ T Aug 24—J P. Isenhower wins
paratroopel, in action in France!| race for House; Dave Crawford
Five boys from Union community | elected "Game Warden., Lt. Sam
take: part in. invasion: Capt.| Bolick, back from. India, address-
James C.-Lemmon, Lt. R. H. es_Rotanans. Dr. Lois. McDonald
Leminon, Sgt. John Lloyd Timms, | is appointed. member ' of War
Pvt Grover Timms. Pvt. Ja,mes Labor .Board, bemg first’ Woman
Robertson. Major Cornwell Jen’ | S0 honored.~ Wounded Pic..R. E.
nings- hurt by’ robomb ‘in Eng- Phx]hps, second time, in France;
land. DEATHS: Thomas Charles Pvt. Samuel Gladden; - Sgt. W.
Camak, 89, sage of Mossy Dale J: Sanders; Pfe.. T. A. Hinson. Sgt.
and " longtime ‘star correspondent James C. Young wins Air Medal.
for: The News and Herald; T, L. Marine General Harry K. Pickett
Black, 62, Stover; Mrs. Rosa Jor- praised by army. DEATHS: S. L.
don, 81, Columbia; Bishop Theo- Montgomery, 64, Woodward; Mrs.
dore Dubose Bratton, 81, Jack- W H. Paing,. 65, Wmnsbqro
son, Miss;; Thomas C. Hinson, TAug.: 31~—Jame5 M. D1ckex;§on,’
brother of Mrs. Marie H. Mincey. B1a1r, dies” ‘of D-Day wounds.

‘4July. 20:—Pvt. Johnnie R. Dove, Wournided: ~Staff:- Sgt Edgar c
R;dgeway, helps feed “bambinos” Sitnms; Sgt.. Billy. Porter. CplL
fn’ Italy, where bread is 90c the Harry. Hill- wins citation. Capt.
Ioaf; meat, $1.50.the pound. More | M. L. Collins wins majority. Rev.
than 4,000 /quahfy to vote 1n pri- Chff Hill’ McLeod predlcts Roose-
mary. velt’s ré-gléction. . .

' ;lackstock “reported | ¢

‘ ;get reédy for V-Day—Victory. 1n
{Europe—just ' @ wee bit . early..

France.

«:14 —Wmnsboro mmxsters

“Insurance man tells Rotarians
New Deal is unfair to Insurance,
men.” Capt. John T. Johnson is
in. on capture.of Nazi general
Grand Jury says’ conchtlons very-|
bad at chaingang camp Lt. Don-.
ald Lyles .awarded Distingulshed
Flying Cross. Fairfield’s Negro
soldiers: doing fine job at home

and abroad.  DEATHS: Miss
Mamie Ashford, 83; Lonnie R.
Hagood, 40.

Sept. 21: -—Ambassador Fay

Allen DesPortes dies in Panama.:
“County . renews efforts to get:
freezer-locker”. Pfc.  Jefferson
Boulware,. Shelton, killed in

Sept. .8:—Speaking before

Donald Lyles, in. Italy Lt. John T. Johnson‘

| Willkie, great American, dies at

‘of Colunabia,

»wounded second. tlme Lt J.- C.-

Rotary club, Dr. Francis W.
Bradley says war with Nazis far
from over, may last many months.’
4-H Cattle Show opens. ‘

OCTOBER— C

Oct. 5:—Fairfield gets . set to
form Chamber of Commerce, 459
beef animals bring $23,000 at
county’s seventh annual sale. Dr.
Austin T. . Moore, - Ridgeway.
native, ,speaks at mtei‘natlonal
surgeon’s meetlng DE,ATHS
William W. Dxxon, 76, at’ Long-

‘town. .

Oct. 12:——Pfc. Jlmmy, Mg:-.'
Clintock killed in -Luxembourg.
Sgt. Frank L. Truesdale killed in
France.. Sgt. Thomas Peakes
squadron credited- ‘with 141 Jap-
planes in Pacific. Wendell L.

age of 52. Richard Branham kill-
ed by truck. Sen. Carter Glass cast
deciding commmee vote in favor
of Rev. Marshall Shepard Negro,
as recorder of deeds' in sttnr:t

Oct. 19:—Citizens vole un-
animously to form Chamber of
Commerce, elect W. B.. Mc-
Dowell, Shelton, ‘the first presi-
dent. Capt. John T. Johnson

Culler missing. - m\ ,.actlon._-
DEATHS J. J McEachem, Lon




